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eſse nugas, quam ut Theologum deceant, partim mordaciores, quam 
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PART II. . 


THIRD CANTO. 


The Argument. 


The Knight, with various doubts poſſeſt 

To win the Lady, goes in queſt 

Of Sidrophel the Rofy-erucian, 

To know the deft nies reſolution : , 

With whom being met, they both chop logic 
About the ſcience aſtrologic. 


Till falling from diſpute to fight, 
The Conjurer 's worſted by the Knight. 


— 


D 


* — N * * 
83 __ TT ST PTR: ITT WE n — 


N 


* 


— „ * 


69 


7 


4 


Wl 


| 


ho 


? 


| 

l 
51 
1 
vat 


15 | 

0 
FO 
RU 


1 46 
wlll 


4 


_ 


er eee 


4 
4 


us l 


0! ji 
= 


— 
2 


pd Y 1 
Is 
RIES Ea 8 So 


Nr 
WY 
wot! 

5400 


5 


EY! hae ot 
RG ORCS 


*. 


Cx 8 
— — 


Won 
— — wk 
COTS 2 1 
ä 


—— — 4 


— 2 
OT „ 
— — n 
——— 
* 


== 


- 
As 
,> 


CREST 
— — 


„ 
e 


= 


— 


— 


11 0 


1 
Rs 8 


Ys 


LIT 


7 


— — 


—— — * 
223 


— 


% 


XA. 
AS OE A oes wwe oa” 


pron ITY 
— EE 


CESS 
- 


<4 «„ 


— 


— 


— ä — 


— —— — 


— — — — — — 


— — — 


DIB R AS. 


FU 


* 


« 


re is as great 


= 


o 


aſu 
Of being cheated, as to cheat; 


LESS the ple 


% 


Dovsr 


3 


ight 


del 


on feel moſt 
pe 


As lookers 


ight, 


ſ] 
derſtand 


ler's 


8 


ive a jug 


rce 
leſs th 


A 


'That leaſt 


3 


Ey un 


* 


And ſtill the 
The more th' admire h 


ight of hand 


ſl 


18 


t 


VOL * I. 


— 


—— err——_— 


- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
| 


32 CANTO R 


Some with a TY and en light, 
Are ſnapt, as men catch larks by night, 


Enſnar d and hamper d by the ſoul, 


As nooſes by the legs catch fowl. 5 80 — 


Some, with 2 med cine, and receipt, 


Are drawn to nibble at the bait ; 


And tho! it be A two-foot trout, 


"Tis with a ſingle hair pull d out. 


Others believe no voice t' an organ 15 


So ſweet as lawyer's in his bar-gown, 
Until, with ſubtle cobweb-cheats, 


They're catch'd in knotted law, like nets; 
In which, when once they are imbrangled, 
'The more they ſtir, the more they 're tangled ; 
And while their purſes can diſpute, 


There's no end of th' immortal ſuit. 


Others ſtill gape t anticipate 
The cabinet-deſigns of fate, 


3 


l 
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Apply to wizards, to wteſbe Wt 
What ſhall, and what ſhall never "hs; 
And as thoſe vultures do forebode, 


Believe events prove bad or good; 
A flam more ſenſeleſs than the roguery 


Of old auruſpicy and aug r 30 
That out of garbages of cattle 
Preſag'd th' events of truce or battle; 

From flight of birds, or chickens pecking, 
Succeſs of oreat'ſt attempts would reckon * 
Tho cheats, yet more intelligible 35 
Than thoſe that with the ſtars do fribble. 


This Hudibras by proof found true, 


As in due time and place we'll ſhew: 

For he, with beard and face made clean, 
Being mounted on his ſteed again, 3 
And Ralpho got a cock-horſe too, 


Upon his beaſt, with much ado, 
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Advanc'd on for the widow's houſe, 


T acquit himſelf, and pay his vows ; 
When various thoughts began to buſtle, 
And with his inward man to juſtle. 

He thought what danger might accrue, 
If ſhe ſhould find he ſwore untrue ; 


Or if his ſquire or he ſhould fail, 
And not be punctual in their tale, 


It might at once the ruin prove 

Both of his honour, faith, | and love : 

But if he ſhould forbear to go, 

She might conclude he ad broke his vow ; 
And that he durſt not now, for ſhame, 
Appear in court to try his claim. | 


This was the penn'worth of his . 


'To pals time, and uneaſy trot. 


Quoth he, in all my paſt adventures 


I neer was ſet fo on the tenters, 


45 


30 
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60 
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Or taken tardy with dilemma, 

That, evry way I turn, does hem me, 

And with inextricable doubt, 

Beſets my puzzled wits about : 
For though the dame has been my bail, 65 
To free me from enchanted jail, 7 
Yet, as a dog committed cloſe 

For ſome offence, by chance breaks looſe, 
And quits his clog; but all in vain, 

He ſtill draws after him his chain: 7 
So tho! my ancle the has quitted, 

My heart continues ſtill committed ; 

And like a bail'd and mainpriz'd lover, 
Altho' at large, I am bound over : 
And when I ſhall appear in court "Ih 
To plead my cauſe, and anſwer tor 't, - 
Unleſs the judge do partial prove, 
What will become of me and love? 


How can I e'er expect to have her, 


How tar the deſt'nies take my part ; 
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»Yy 


For if in our accounts we vary, 


Or but in circumſtance miſcarry; 80 


Or if ſhe put me to ſtrict proof, 


And make me pull my doublet off, 
To ſhew, by evident record, 
Writ on my ſkin, I've kept my word, 


K 


Having demurr- d unto her favour? 


But faith, and love, t honour loſt, 


Shall be reduc'd t a knight o' th poſt: 


Beſide, that ſtripping may . 
What I'm to prove by argument, 


90 
And juſtify I have a tail, 


| And that way, too, my proof may fall | 


Oh! that I could enucleate, 
And ſolve the problems of my fate; 


Or tind, by necromantic art, 95 
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For if I were not more than certain 
To win and wear her, and her fortune, 


IT d go no farther in this courtſhip, 
To hazard ſoul, eſtate, and „ 100 
For tho an oath obliges not, 
Where any thing is to be got, 
As thou haſt prov, yet 'tis profane, 

And ſinful, when men ſwear in vain. 

Quoth Ralph, not far from hence doth dwell : 

A cunning man, hight Sidrophel, 
That deals in deſtiny's dark counſels, 
And ſage opinions of the moon ſells, 
To whom all people far and near, 
On deep importances repair: 110 
When braſs and pewter hap to * 
And linen ſlinks out of the way; 
When geeſe and pullen are feduc'd, 
And ſows of ſucking pigs are chous d; 
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1 When cattle feel indiſpoſition, 15 
= And need the opinion rh 


=_ - When murrain reigns in hogs or * 


= And chickens languiſh of the pip; 


it When yeſt and outward means do fail, 


And have no powr r to work on ale ; „ 
1 8 When butter does refuſe to . 

I | And love proves croſs and humourſome ; 

3 . Io him with queſtions, and with urine, 


| [1] They tor diſcov'ry flock, or curing. | 
1 . Quoth Hudibras, this Sidrophel 125 
1 I've heard of, and ſhou d like it well, 


i 1 thou canſt prove the ſaints have freedom 


— — — —— —_ 


To go to ſorcrers when they need em. 
Says Ralpho there's no doubt of that; 


N 


Thoſe principles I've quoted late, 22 Ziad go 
9 Prove that the godly may allege 25 
i For any thing their privilege, 


r 


And to the devil himſelf may go, 
If they have motives thereunto: 
For as there is a war between 135 
The dev'l and them, it is no ſin 
If they, by ſubtle ſtratagem, 
Make uſe of him, as he does them. 
Has not this preſent parlament 
A ledger to the devil . + 24577 uþ 
Fully empower'd to treat about 


Finding revolted witches out ? 

And has not he, within a year, 

Hang d threeſcore of em in one ſhire ? 

Some only for not being drown'd, 145 
And ſome for ſitting above ground, 1 

Whole days and nights upon their breeches, 

Not feeling pain, were hang d for witches; 

And ſome for putting knaviſh tricks 

Upon green geeſe and turkey-chicks, 150 


* | I] u 
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Or pigs, that ſuddenly deceaſt, 
Wl. Of griefs unnat ral, as he gueſt; © 
1 Who after prov'd himſelf a witch, 
_— And made a rod for hi: 
Did not the dev'] appear to Martin 133 


s Own breech. 


Luther in Germany for certain _—_ 
0 And wou'd have gull'd him with a trick, 7 


— 


But Mart. was too, too politic. 
| he Did he not help the Dutch to purge, - 
8 . At Antwerp, their cathedral church? 160k 


1 1 5 Sing catches to the ſaints at Maſcon, 
| And tell them all they came to aſk him? f 


Appear in divers ſhapes to Kellß yr 
And ſpeak i th nun of Loudon's belly? 9 
Met with the parl'ament's committee, 163 q 


* . "ig 5 


At Woodſtock, on a pers nal treaty? 


At Sarum take a cavalier, 


” 


T th' cauſe's ſervice, priſoner ? 
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As Withers, in immortal rhyme, 
Has regiſter d to aſter- time. 170 


Do not our great reformers uſe 


This Sidrophel to forebode news; 


To write of victories next year, 

And caſtles taken, yet i' th' air? 

Of battles fought at ſea, and ſhips 175 
Sunk, two years hence, the laſt eclipſe ? 

A total o'erthrow givn the king 

In Cornwall, horſe and foot, next ſpring? 
And has not he point- blank foretold 

What s c'er the cloſe committee would? 180 
Made Mars and Saturn for the cauſe, 


The Moon for fundamental laws? 


The ram, the bull, the goat, declare 
Againſt the book of common prayer ? 1 
The ſcorpion take the proteſtation, 285 


And bear engage for reformation ? 
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Made all the royal ſtars recant, 


Compound, and take the covenant? 


Quoth Hudibras, the caſe is clear 


The ſaints may mploy a conqurer, 


As thou haſt prov'd it by their practice; 
No argument like matter of fact is: 
And we are beſt of all led to 


Men's principles, by what they do. 
Then let us ſtrait advance in queſt 


| Of this profound gymnoſophiſt, 


And as the fates and he adviſe, 

Purſue, or wave this enterpriſe. 

This ſaid, he turn'd about his ſteed, 
And eftſoons on th' adventure rid; 
Where leave we him and Ralph awhile, 
And to the conj' rer turn our ſtyle, 


To let our reader underſtand 


What's uſeful for him before hand. 
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He had been long twards mathematics, 


Optics, philoſophy, and ſtatics, 
Magic, horoſcopy, aſtrology, 

And was old dog at phyſiology ; 
But as a dog, that turns the ſpit, 
Beſtirs himſelf, and plies his feet 

To climb the wheel, but all in vain, 


His own weight brings him down again ; 


And till he's in the ſelf- ſame place 
Where at his ſetting out he was: 
So in the circle of the arts 

Did he advance his natal parts, 

Till falling back ſtill, for retreat, 

He fell to juggle, cant, and cheat: 
For as thoſe fowls that live in water 


Are never wet, he did but ſmatter : 


What e'er he labour'd to appear, 


His underſtanding ſtill was clear ; 
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—_ 


Yet none a deeper knowledge boaſted, 
Since old Hodge Bacon, and Bob Grofted. = 
Th' intelligible world he knew, 223 3 


And all men dream on t to be true, =_ 
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That in this world there's not a wart 3 
That has not there a counterpart; t J 
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Nor can there, on the face of ground, 
An individual beard be found 2830 
That has not, in that foreign nation, 

| A fellow of the ſelf-ſame faſhion ; 


. So cut, fo colour'd, and fo curl d. 
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As thoſe are in th inferior world. 


= le ad read Dee's prefaces before 233 
| EE I;) be devil and Euclid ver and Oer; 

= And all th' intrigues 'twixt him and Kelly, 

| Leſcus and th Emperor, wou'd tell ye: 
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But with the moon was more familiar 
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5 Than cer was almanack well-willer; 240 1 
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Her ſecrets Autos 0 clear, 

That ſome believd he had been there; : 

Knew when ſhe was in fitteſt mood 

For cutting corns, or letting blood: 

When for anointing ſcabs and itches, 245 
Or to the bum applying leeches; 

When ſows and bitches may be ſpay d, 

And in what ſign beſt cyder 's made; 
Whether the wane be, or increaſe, 
Beſt to ſet garlic, or ſow peaſe; 8 250 
Who firſt found out the man 1 th moon, 
That to the ancients was unknown; 

How many dukes, and earls, and peers, 

Are in the planetary ſpheres, 

Their airy empire, and command, 255 
Their ſev'ral ſtrengths by ſea and land; 

What factions they 've, and what they ee at 


In public vogue, or what in private: 
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With what deſigns and intereſts 
Each party manages conteſs. 22860 
He made an inſtrument to know 


If the moon ſhine at full or no; 


That would, as ſoon as e' er ſhe ſhone, ſtraight 


Whether 't were day or night demonſtrate; 
Tell what her d'ameter to an inch is, 26; 


And prove that ſhe's not made of green cheeſe. 


It wou'd demonſtrate, that the man in 
The moon's a ſea mediterranean : 
And that it 1s no dog or bitch 

That ſtands behind him at his breech, | 


270 


But a huge Caſpian ſea or lake, 


With arms, which men for legs miſtake; 
How large a gulf his tail compoſes, 


And what a goodly bay his noſe is; 


How many German leagues by th' ſcale 27 
Cape ſnout 's from promontory tail. 
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He made a planetary gin, 

Which rats would run their own heads in, 
And come on purpoſe to be taken, 

Without th' expenſe of cheeſe or bacon; 280 
With lute-ſtrings he would counterfeit 
Maggots, that crawl on diſh of meat; 

Quote moles and ſpots on any place 

Otf body, by the index face; #8; 
Detect loſt maidenheads by ſneezing, 285 
Or breaking wind of dames, or piſſing; ; 
Cure warts and corns, with application 
Of med'cines to th' imagination: 

Fright agues into dogs, and ſcare, 

With rhymes, the tooth-ach and catarrh; 290 
Chaſe evil ſpirits away by dint : 
Of ſickle, horſeſhoe, hollow flint ; 

Spit fire out of a walnut-ſhell, 

Which made the Roman ſlaves rebel; 
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uickeſt when he's in wrath, or love; 


HERS 


hen two of them do run a race, 


hether they gallop, trot, or pace; 


ow many ſcores a flea will jump. 


f his own length, from head to rump, 
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Which Socrates and Glzerophon, 
In vain aſſay d fo long agone; 


Whether his ſnout a perfect noſe is, 
And not an elephant's proboſcis; 
How many diff rent ſpecieſes ' 
Of maggots breed in rotten cheeſes 


And which are next of kin to thoſe 
Engender'd in a chandler's noſe; 


Or thoſe not ſeen, but underſtood, 


That live in vinegar and wood. 


A paltry wretch he had, half- ſtarv d, 


That him in place of Zany ſerwd, 


Hight Whachum, bred to daſh and draw, 


Not wine, but more unwholeſome law; 
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To make *twixt words and lines huge gaps, 


Wide as meridians in maps ; 


To ſquander paper, and ſpare ink, 


, cheat men of their wor ds, ſome think. 
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From this, by merited e 


He'd to more high advancement riſe, 


To be an under-conjurer, 


Or journeyman aſtrologer : | Nee 
His bus'nefs was to pump and wheedle, 335 
And men with their own keys unriddle ; - 
Jo make them to themſelves give * 


For which they pay the necromancers; 

To fetch and carry intelligence 
Of whom, and what, and where, and whence, 
And all diſcoveries diſperſe 

Among th' whole pack of conjurers ; 

What cut-purſes have left with them, 

For the right owners to redeem, 

And what they dare not vent, find out, 345 
To gain themſelves and th art repute ; | 

Draw figures, ſchemes, and horoſcopes, 


Of Newgate, Bridewell, brokers' ſhops, 
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Of thieves aſcendant in the cart, 
And find out all by rules of art: 
Which way a ſerving-man, that's run 


With clothes or money away, is gone; 4 


Who pick d a fob at holding-forth, 


And where a watch, for half the worth, 5 


May be redeem d; or ſtolen plate 
Reſtor d at conſcionable rate. 

Beſide all this, he ſerv d his maſter 

In quality of poetaſter, 

And rhymes appropriate could ants. 
To ev'ry month i' th almanack ; 

When terms begin, and end, could tell, 
With their returns, in doggerel ; 
When the Exchequer opes and ſhuts, 
And ſow-gelder with ſafety cuts; 
When men may eat and drink their fill. 
And when be temp'rate, if they will; 
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gas CANTO; anna 


When uſe, and when abftam from vice, 


Figs, grapes, phlebotomy, and ſpice. 


And as in priſons mean rogues beat 
Hemp for the ſervice of the great. 
So Whachum beat his dirty brains 

T' advance his maſter's fame and gains, 
And like the devils oracles 
Put into dogg rel rhymes. his ſpells, 
Which, over evry month's blank page 
PF tr almanack, ſtrange bilks preſage. 
He would an elegy compoſe 
On maggots ſqueez d out of his noſe 
In lyric numbers write an ode on 
His miſtreſs, eating a black pudding; 
And, when impriſon'd air eſcap'd her, 


It putt him with poetic rapture . 


His ſonnets charm'd th' attentive crowd, 
By wide-mouth'd wane troll'd aloud: 


„ 


? 


375 


"IS 


Ty 
4 


But ſtood ty'd up to poetry; 1 


PART II. CANT OH. 343 


That, circled with his long- ear d gueſts, : 385 
Like Orpheus, look d among the beaſts? 
A carman's horſe could not paſs en 


2 


No porter's burden. paſs d "Wl 1 5 


But ſervd for burden to his ſong: ty * 


Each window like a pill ry appears, 
With heads thruſt thro nail d. by. the ears ; 


All trades run in as to the ſillt 
Of monſters, or their dear delight. 
The gallow-tree, when cutting 8 oa 
Breeds bus'neſs for heroic verſe, jeſter 11h 
Which none does hear, but woult OW hung 
T have been the theme of ſuch a ſong. 

Thoſe two together long had liv'd 
In manſion prudently contrivid, . 4400 
Where neither tree nor houſe could bar 


The free detection of a 5. 


J44 _ CANTO WM rn. 


And nigh an ancient obeliſk 
Was rais'd by him, found out by Fiſk, 


On which was written not in words, 


But hieroglyphic mute of birds, 


Many rare pithy ſaws, concerning 
The worth of aſtrologic learning: a 
From top of this there hung a rope, 
To which he faſter d teleſcope; 

The ſpectacles with which the ſtars 
He reads in ſmalleſt characters. 


9 happen d as a boy, one night, 


Did fly his tarſel of a kite, 


The ſtrangeſt long-wing d hawk that flies. 
That, like a bird of Paradiſe, 

Or herald's martlet, has no legs, 

Nor hatches young ones, nor lays eggs; 


His train was ſix yards long, milk white, 


At th' end of which there hung a light, 


8 


405 


410 


415 


420 


Enclos d in lantern made of paper, 
That far off like a ſtar did appear: 
This Sidrophel by chance eſpy d, 


And with amazement ſtaring wide: 


Bleſs us, quoth he, what dreadful wonder 


Is that appears in heaven yonder ? 
A comet, and without a beard ! 

Or ſtar, that ne er before e 4 
I'm certain tis not in the ſcrowl 

Of all thoſe beaſts, and fiſh, and fowl, 
With which, like Indian plantations, 
The learned ſtock the conſtellations ; 


Nor thoſe that, drawn for ſigns, have been 


To th' houſes where the planets inn. 

It muſt be ſupernatural, 
Unleſs it be that land | 
That, ſhot i' th air, point- blank YT 
Was borne to that prodigious height, 
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_  - CANTO III. PART II. 


That, learn d philoſophers maintain, 
It ne er came backwards down again, 
But in the airy regions yet 

Hangs, like the body o Mahomet: 
For if it be above the ſhade, 


That by the earth's round bulk is made, 


"Tis probable it may from far, 
Appear no bullet, but a ſtar. 

This ſaid, he to his engine flew, 
Plac'd near at hand, in open view, 
And rais'd it, till it levell'd right 
Againſt the glow-worm tail of kite ; 
Then peeping thro', bleſs us! quoth he, 
It is a planet now I ſee ; 

And, if I err not, by his proper 
Figure, that's like tobacco-ſtopper, 
It ſhould be Saturn: yes, tis clear 


"I's Saturn; but what makes him there? 
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CANTO m. 347 


He 's got behind the dragon's tail, 


And farther leg behind o' th' whale ; 
Pray heav'n divert the fatal omen, 


For tis a prodigy not common, 460 
And can no leſs than the world's end, 


Or nature's funeral, portend. 
With that, he fell again to pry 


Thro perſpective more wiſtfully, 
When, by miſchance, the fatal ſtring, 465 
That kept the tow ring fowl on wing, | 


Breaking, down fell the ſtar. Well ſhot, 
Quoth Whachum, who right wiſely thought 
He ad levell'd at a ſtar, and hit it; 

But Sidrophel, more ſubtle-witted, 470 
Cry'd out, what horrible and fearful 

Event is this, to ſee a ſtar fall ! 

It threatens nature, and the doom 

Will not be long before it come! 


34% CANTO II. PART II. 


When ſtars do fall, tis plain enougi 475 
The day of judgment s not far off 
As lately twas reveal d to Sedgwick, 
And ſome of us find out by magick : 2 2 
Then, ſince the time we have to live 
In this world 's ſhorten d. let us ſtrive" 480 
To make our beſt advantage _ 
And pay our loſſes with our profit. | 
This feat fell out not long before 
The knight, upon the forenam'd ſcore, 
In queſt of Sidrophel advancing, 


485 
Was now in proſpect of the manſion; 
Whom he diſcov'ring, turn'd his glaſs, 
And found far off twas Hudibras. 
Whachum, quoth he, look vonder, ne 
To try or uſe our art are come: 490 


The one's the learned knight; ſeek out, 
And pump em what they come about. 
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Whachum advanc'd, with all ſubmiſs'nefs 
T” accoſt em, but much more their buſineſs : : 
He held the ſtirrup, while the knight 113 THe 
From leathern bare-bones did alight; 
And, taking from his hand the bridle, 
Approach'd the dark ſquire to unriddle. 
He gave him firſt the time o' th' day, 
And welcom'd him, as he might ſay: 00 


He aſk'd him whence they came, and whither 
Their buſineſs lay ?—Quoth Ralpho, hither. 
Did you not loſe ?!—Quoth Ralpho, nay. 
Quoth Whachum, Sir, I meant your way? 
Your knight, quoth Ralpho, is a lover, 305 
And pains. intolrable doth ſuffer ; 

For lovers' hearts are not their own hearts, 
Nor lights, nor lungs, and fo forth downwards. 
What time—quoth Ralpho, fir, too long, 

Three years it off and on has hung— 61 
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Quoth he, I meant what time o the day tis. 
Quoth Ralpho, between ſeven and eight tis. 


Why then, quoth Whachum, my ſmall art 


Tells me the dame has a hard heart, 


Or great eſtate—Quoth Ralph, a jointure, 315 


Which makes him have ſo hot a mind t' her. 
Mean- while the knight was making water, 
Before he fell upon the matter; 


Which having done, the wizard ſteps in, 


To give him a ſuitable reception; | 520 


But kept his buſineſs at a bay, 


Till Whachum put him in the way; 


Who having now, by Ralpho's light, 
Expounded th' errand of the knight, 
And what he came to know, drew near ; 
To whiſper in the conj'er's ear, 


Which he prevented thus: what was tt, 


325 


Quoth he, that I was ſaying laſt, 
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PART II. CANTO III. 


Before theſe gentlemen arriv d? 


Quoth Whachum, Venus you retriev' d, 
In oppoſition with Mars, oy 
And no benign friendly ſtars 


T allay the effect. Quoth wizard, ſo: 


In Virgo? Ha! quoth Whachum, no: 
Has Saturn nothing to do in it, 
One tenth of's circle to a minute ? 


*Tis well, quoth he Sir you'll excuſe 
This rudeneſs I am forc'd to uſe; 

It is a ſcheme, and face of heaven, 
As th' aſpects are diſpos d this even, 
I was contemplating upon 
When you arriv'd ; but now I 've done. 


Quoth Hudibras, if I appear 
Unſeaſonable in coming here 
At ſuch a time, to interrupt 
Your ſpeculations, which I hop'd 
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PART II. CANTO III. 


I can't imagine; for the ſtars, 


I'm ſure, can tell no more than a horſe : 


Nor can their aſpects, tho you pore 
Your eyes out on 'em, tell you more 


Than th oracle of ſieve and ſheers, 


That turns as certain as the ſpheres: 
But if the dev'1's of your counſel, 
Much may be done, my noble Donzel ; 


And tis on this account I come, 


To know from you my fatal doom. 


Quoth Sidrophel, if you ſuppoſe, 


Sir knight, that I am one of thoſe, 


I might ſuſpect, and take the alarm, 
Your buſineſs is but to inform: 

But if it be, 'tis ne'er the near, 
You have a wrong ſow by the ear; 
For I aſſure you, for my part, 


[ only deal by rules of art; 
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354 CANTO IL. earn. 


Such as are lawful, and judge by 
Concluſions of aſtrology ; 3 
But for the devil, know. lili by ew: 585 
But only this, that I defy: him. 
Quoth he, whatever others deem ye, 

I underſtand your metonymy; 

Your words of ſecond-hand: intention, 

When things by wrongful names you mention ; 
The myſtic ſenſe of all your terms, 

That are indeed but magic charms 

To raiſe the devil, and mean one thing, 
And that is downright conjuring; | 
And in itſelf more warrantable 595 
Than cheat or canting to a rabble, 

Or putting tricks upon the moon, 
Which by confed'racy are done. 
Your ancient conjurers were wont 


To make her from her ſphere diſmount, 600 


"= 


PART II. CANTO III. 355 


And to their incantation ſtoop ; 


They ſcorn d to pore thro' teleſcope, 


Or idly play at bo-peep with her, 

To find out cloudy or fair weather, 
Which evry almanack can tell, 605 
Perhaps as learnedly and well 
As you yourſelf— Then, friend, I doubt 
You go the fartheſt way about : 


Your modern Indian magician 


Makes but a hole in th' earth to piſs in, 
And ſtraight reſolves all queſtions by 't, 
And ſeldom fails to be i' th' right. 


610 


The roſy-cruſian way s more ſure 


To bring the devil to the lure; 
Each of em has a ſev'ral gin, 615 
To catch intelligences in. 


Some by the noſe, with fumes, trepan em, 


As Dunſtan did the devil's grannam. 


356 CANTO 1 mur u 


Others with characters and words 
Catch em as men in nets do birds; 620 
And ſome with ſymbols, ſigns, and us, 
Engrav'd in planetary nicks, 

With their own influences will fetch em 
Down from their orbs, arreſt and catch 'em ; 
Make 'em depoſe, and anſwer to 625 
All queſtions, ere they let them go. 
Bumbaſtus kept a devil's birxd 

Shut in the pummel of his ſword, 

That taught him all the cunning pranks 
"0 paſt and future mountebanks. 630 
Kelly did all his feats upon 

The devil's looking-plaſs, a ſtone, 

Where, playing with him at bo-peep, 

He ſolvd all problems ne'er fo op. 
Agrippa kept a Stygian pug, 635 
T th' garb and habit of a dog. 2 


PART I. CAN TO III. 337 


That was his tutor, and the cur 

Read to th' occult philoſopher, 

And taught him ſubt'ly to maintain 

All other ſciences are vain. 640 

To this, quoth Sidrophello, Sir, 

Agrippa was no conjurer, 
Nor Paracelſus, no, nor Behmen; 
Nor was the dog a caco-dæmon, 
But a true dog that would ſhew tricks 645 
For th' emp'ror, and leap o'er ſticks; 
Would fetch and carry, was more civil 
Than other dogs, but yet no devil; 
And whatſoe'er he's ſaid to do, 

He went the ſelf- ſame way _ 
For as the roſy-croſs philoſophers, = 
Whom you will have to be but ſorcerers, ; 1 
What they pretend to is no more 

Than Triſmegiſtus did before, 


368 CANTO 1M. rn. 


Pythagoras, old Zoroaſter, 

And Apollonius their maſter, 

To whom they do confeſs they owe 

All that they do, and all they know. 
Quoth Hudibras, alas! what is t t us 


635 


Whether 'twas ſaid by Triſmegiſtus, 660 


If it be nonſenſe, falſe, or myſtic, * 
Or not intelligible, or ſophiſtic ? 
"Tis not antiquity, nor author, 

That makes truth truth, altho' time's er 
T was he that put her in the pit, 22 2:43: Ws 
Before he pull'd her out of it; 

And as he eats his ſons, juſt ſo 

He feeds upon his daughters too. 

Nor does it follow, cauſe a herald | 
Can make a gentleman, ſcarce a year old, 670 
To be deſcended of a race 

Of ancient kings in a ſmall ſpace, 
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That we ſhould all opinions hold 

Authentic, that we can make old. 
Quoth Sidrophel, it is no part 67; 
Of prudence to cry down an art, | 
And what it may perform, deny, 
Becauſe you underſtand not Why; 
As Averrhois play'd but a mean trick, 

To damn our whole art for eccentrick, 680 
For who knows all that knowlege contains? 
Men dwell not on the tops of mountains, 
But on their ſides, or riſings ſeat ; 

So 'tis with knowledge's vaſt height. 


Do not the hiſtries of all ages 685 


Relate miraculous prefages 

Of ftrange turns, in the world's affairs, 
Foreſeen b' aſtrologers, ſooth-ſayers, 
Chaldeans, learn'd Genethliacks, 


And ſome that have writ almanacks ? 690 


360 CANTO III. PART II. 


The Median emp 'ror dream'd his — 
Had piſt all Aſia under water, 
And that a vine, ſprung from her haunches, 
O'erſpread his empire with its branches; 
And did not ſoothſayers expound it, 693 
As after by th' event he found it? 
When Czfar in the ſenate fell, 
Did not the ſun eclips'd foretel, 
And in reſentment of his ſlaughter, 
Look'd pale for almoſt a year after? 700 
Auguſtus having, b' overſight, 
Put on his left ſhoe fore his right, 
Had like to have been lain that day; 
By ſoldiers mutin ing for pay. 
Are there not myriads of this ſort, Fog 
Which ſtories of all times report ? 
Is it not ominous in all countries, 


When crows and ravens croak upon trees ? 
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The Roman ſenate, when within 

The city walls an owl was ſeen, 
Did cauſe their clergy, with luſtrations, 
Our ſynod calls humiliations, | 
The round-fac'd prodigy t' avert 

From doing town or country hurt. 


And if an owl have ſo much pow, 


Why ſhould not planets have much more, 


That in a region far above 

Inferior fowls of the air move, 

And ſhould ſee turther, and 3 
More than their augury below? 

Tho that once ſerv d the polity 

Of mighty ſtates to govern by; 

And this is what we take in hand, 


By pow ful art, to underſtand ; 
Which, how we have perform d, all ages 


Can ſpeak th' events of our preſages. 
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Have we not lately in the moon, 

Found a new world, to th' old unknown? 

Diſcover d ſea and land Columbus 

And Magellan could never compaſs? 

Made mountains with our tubes appear, 

And cattle grazing on them there? 
Quoth Hudibras, you lie ſo ope, 

That I, without a teleſcope, 

Can find your tricks out, and deſcry 533 

Where you tell truth, and where ow lie: = 

For Anaxagoras long agone, 


730 


Saw hills, as well as you, i th' moon, 
And held the fun was but a piece 
Of red hot iron as big as Greece; 0 
Believꝰd the heav'ns were made of ſtone, . 
Becauſe the fun had voided one; 

And, rather than he would recant 


Th' opinion, ſuffer d baniſhment. 


PART II. CANTO III. 1 


But what, alas! is it to us, 1 
Whether 1 th' moon, men thus or thus 
Do eat their porridge, cut their corns, 

Or whether they have tails or horns? 

What trade from thence can you advance, 
But what we nearer have from France? 530 
What can our travellers bring home, 
That is not to be learnt at Rome? 

What politics, or ſtrange opinions, 

That are not in our own dominions ? 


What ſcience can be brought from thence, fv 


In which we do not here commence ? 


What revelations, or religions, 
That are not in our native regions? 


Are ſweating- lanterns, or ſcreen-tans, 


Made better there than they re in France ? 760 
Or do they teach to ſing and play 
O' th' guitar there a newer way? 


my 
= 
\ 338 
Inas 
a an 
3 I Ih 
2877 1! 
20 f n p £ 
1 n 
"YE . 
1 1 188 
11 
1 1 ( 
2 NI 
{ 4 
1 K 13 
: [ 1 
” ” : 
2 1 10 
p 1 1 
3 14 
} Tl . 
. 
A 14 1 0 24 
4 | Þ N i 
$665 1111808 
V 0 | . 
4 1 i 
SEE : 
| [4 al 
ö 
1 or l 7 5 
5 ' r 
R f 1 " 
\ 7 
4: 4 1 41 
0 \ ö 
An 
i t 
\ 
I 11 
| } 
1 
Y iy 
[1 1 j 
f / 
1 wit! 
f } 
1 Ft Het 
. pl. 
4 Ti 
„ 1 j J 
4 F 
4. , 
*Þ 
1 153% 36: ; 
[ „ i 
0 { | i; $4 
Ft Hf if 
f 14 
1 mn 
4 ' q | 
N [> 
Qi 9 
, 0 
1 
| it [ 
L 1] 11 
14 7 
) f 
1 5 "7 
" 
+! l . 
is G 
7 F? 1 7 
Y * Fi , 
1 | $1118} 
51 
19 Iy | 43: : 
l $7 KF 
ien 
fr { if 
{ 11 14 
W299 3 17 
N 11 
Men #1 
1 5 
10 
1 
1. i 
1 14 
1 J 
J 1 
CH 1 1 ; 
| | $11 
h 48 \ ? : 
\ { ' f | 
17 N Fenn, 
NM 
| 6 I} 
\ 
BK 1756 11 
Fil ir ; . 
+ a 4 
= \ f 
R 1 
| bin bt 
/ +» 
1 1 
$ 111 bp ; 
M 
38 - 
: > l . 
5 | \ 
. g 
14 W's! 
G 1 | 
19 3118 g 
11 
1141 | 
l 3 ! 
: 17 
1 its o 
- it l ö 
j4 l 
1 $1 | 
l 118 $5308 + 
14 : 
T1589; 14 
Ba 35 * i 
N þ 
\ +4 : 4 : 21 
4 : : 3 
11 1 
| 
14s d 
G 73} i 
18 1 : 
' * - 1 
nn 
1 
Fc \ 
oi \ 7; 
J. 1 : 
| EEE 21 
2 Ti | 
| 44 1 
I 11 It l 'F 
G iÞ: 7 
\ 1 : 
WH 
mel 1114 
{ f 1 i 1 
{ l i l 1 111 
1 « 
1 1 $1 \ : : 
{ it: 14 . 
1 1 
188: ji 
; 11 4 #4 111 
13 + 1 x - 
F108 \ F232: \ 17 
2 $283: Mn 
een 
10 15 x5 : 
| 1 
D 
0 1 7 
/ n 7 
t = +5 ; 
- N 1 4 1 ? % 
He CRIT TED 
F557 ; 
: 1 
A 1 b q : 
N 141 
$3: 
} 1 4 
3 1 44 
Wy F332 
3 - 
11 
k il J. 1 
i ne : 3 
* \ : 5 
1 Wz 1481 
40 4 
"I Js 4 N 
1 ö 
1 x1 
q! } N 
ö 14 
J | it : l 
Vw : 7 21 
bt ] | i 
5 1 - : 
EIN i 1 . $38 
1 1 [ 14 
iſ; l 
; N 
* 'F iS! 10 
1 * 1 
'3 
HY 1 "$938; 
1 11 . 
41 1 
i N 11 . 
"I: 7 ' | 
1 b T8931 
gf J91S | 
11 7 
4 * 5 : 
1 i . 
"| ' 1 "” 
1 0 11 
ii : 0 
; 35 ! $17 
WU 3t iy 
> , li 
\ UN 1 IT 3 
14 * 1 
Inn 
5 : 4 1 
Y 11 x + Ft 
3B 1 
4 N 114 
þ 1 
N f *:*7 
1 1 3 1 : 
4 1 
18 
i B $235 
a $+ REF 
| f iv 1 : 
\ 42 4; Fi 
11919 id 
4 „ A 
6 } 
| "32; B39 
171 
7 14% 
} , 38 
4 1 # : 
© 33h 7 
[4 . 
\ 4a _ + 
. : 4 : 
1 
4; . 4 : q 
I; | 5 1 111 
* . 
WV: 17S} 
[94 4 


; ET I +; 
1 
HEE I 6 
E 1 ; 
IT 1 
1 : N 
iy ' 
7 5 , 
4 
Bi 5i KH! 
1 ; o bi 
L 
9 * 
[| 5 
1 1 
1 5 
* f 


— 2 
— — lai LF 
Py — 
r 


Can they lde plays there, that ſhall fit 


The public humour with leſs wit N 


Write wittier dances, quainter ſhows, 


Or fight with more ingenious blows? 


Or does the man r th' moon look big, 
And wear a huger perriwig ? Tr 
Shew in his gait, or face, more tricks 
Than our own native lunaticks? 

But, if w' outdo him here at home, 
What good of your deſign can come? 
As wind, 1 th hypochondres pent, 


Is but a blaſt, if downward ſent; 


But if it upwards chance to 1 
Becomes new light and prophecy; 
So when our ſpeculations tend 
Above their juſt and uſeful end, 
Altho they promiſe ſtrange and great 
Diſcoveries of things far fet, | 
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They are but idle dreams and fancies, 

And ſavour ſtrongly of the ganzas. 

Tell me but what's the natural cauſe, 

Why on a ſign no painter draws 
The full moon ever, but the half? 785 
Reſolve that with your Jacob's ſtaff; 
Or why wolves raiſe a hubbub at her, 
And dogs howl when ſhe {hines in water? 
And I ſhall freely give my vote, 


You may know ſomething more remote. 790 
At this, deep Sidrophel look d wiſe, 

And ſtaring round with owl-like eyes, 

He put his face into a poſture 

Of fapience, and began to bluſter ; 

For having three times ſhook his head 795 

To ſtir his wit up, thus he ſaid: 

Art has no mortal enemies, 


Next ignorance, but owls and geeſe TH 


Thoſe conſecrated geeſe, in orders, | Fy 
That to the capitol were warders, 
And being then upon patrol, 
With noiſe alone beat off the Gaul; 
Or thoſe Athenian ſceptic owls, 
That will not credit their own ſouls, 
Or any ſcience underſtand, BD: 
Beyond the reach of eye or hand ; 
But meaſuring all things by their own 
Knowledge, hold nothing 's to be known E 
Thoſe wholeſale critics, that in coffee- 
Houſes cry down all philoſophy, 

And will not know upon what ground 

In nature we our doctrine found, 

Altho' with pregnant evidence 

We can demonſtrate it to ſenſe, 

As J juſt now have done to you, 


Foretelling what you came to know. 
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Were the ſtars only made to light 

Robbers and burglarers by night ? 

| To wait on drunkards, thieves, gold-finders, 

And lovers ſolacing behind doors? 820 

Or giving one another pledges 

Of matrimony under hedges ? 

Or witches ſimpling, and on gibbets 

Cutting from malefactors ſnippets? 

Or from the pillry tips of ears 823 
Of rebel- ſaints and perjurers, 

Only to ſtand by, and look on, 


But not know what 1s ſaid or done? 


Is there a conſtellation there 

That was not born and bred up here? 830 
And therefore cannot be to learn 

In any inferior concern? 

Were they not, during all their lives, 


Moſt of 'em pirates, whores, and thieves ? 
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And is it like they have not ſtill, 

In their old practices, ſome {kill ? 

Is there a planet that by birth 

Does not derive its houſe from earth? 
And therefore probably muſt know 
What is, and hath been done below, 
Who made the balance, or whence came 
The bull, the lion, and the ram ? 

Did not we here the Argo rig, 

| Make Berenice's periwig ? | 

Whoſe liv'ry does the coachman wear ? 
Or who made Caſſiopeia's chair? 


And therefore, as they came from hence, 


With us may hold intelligence. 
Plato deny'd the world can be 
Govern'd without geometry ; 

For money b' ing the common ſcale 


Of things by meaſure, weight, and tale, 


835 


840 
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In all th' affairs of church and ſtate, 


Tis both the balance and the weight: 
Then much leſs can it be without 835 


Divine aſtrology made out, 


That puts the other down in worth, 


As far as heaven's above earth. 
Theſe reaſons, quoth the knight, I grant 
Are ſomething more ſignificant 860 
Than any that the learned uſe 
Upon this ſubject to produce; 
And yet they re far from ſatisfactory, 
T” eftablith and keep up your factory. 
Th' Egyptians ſay, the fun has twice 865 
Shifted his ſetting and his riſe ; 


'Twice has he riſen in the welt, 


As many times ſet in the eaſt ; 


But whether that be true or no, 
The devil any of you know. 870 
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Some hols the es like a top. 
Are kept by circulation up. 


And were't not for their wheeling round, 


They 'd inſtantly fall to the ground: 
As ſage Empedocles of old, 


And from him modern authors hold. 
Plato believ d the fun and moon 


Below all other planets run. 
Some Mercury, ſome Venus ſeat 


Above the ſun himſelf in height. 


The learned Scaliger complain'd 
*Gainſt what Copernicus maintain'd, 


That in twelve hundred years, and odd, 
The ſun had left his ancient road. 
And nearer to the earth is come, 
Bove fifty thouſand miles from home: 
Swore 'twas a moſt notorious flam, 


And he that had ſo little ſhame 


880 


885 
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To vent ſuch fopperies abroad, by nets 
Deſerv'd to have his rump well claw'd; 890 
Which Monſieur Bodin hearing, ſwore 

That he deſerv'd the rod much more, 

That durſt upon a truth give doom, 

He knew leſs than the pope of Rome. 

Cardan beliey'd great ſtates depend 3893 
Upon the tip o th' bear's tails end; 
That as ſhe whilk'd it twards the ſun, 
Strow'd mighty empires up and down; 
Which others ſay muſt need be falſe, 

Becauſe your true bears have no tails. 90⁰ 
Some ſay, the Zodiac conſtellations 

Have long ſince chang d their antic ſtations 
Above a ſign, and prove the ſame 

In Taurus now, once in the Ram; bY 
Affirm'd the Trigons chop'd and chang d, 905 
The wat ry with the fiery rang d; 
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Then how can their effects ſtill hold 

To be the ſame they were of old? 

This, tho the art were true, would make 

Our modern ſoothſayers miſtake, 910 
And is one cauſe they tell more lies, ; 
In figures and nativities, 

Than th' old Chaldean conjurers, 

In fo many hundred thouſand years; 


Beſide their nonſenſe in tranſlating, 


915 


For want of accidence and Latin ; 

Like Idus and Calendz englitht 8 
The quarter days, by ſkilful linguiſt ; 

And yet with canting, fleight, and cheat, 

"Twill ſerve their turn to do the feat; 920 

Make fools believe in their foreſeeing 

Of things before they are in being; 

To ſwallow gudgeons ere they re catch'd, 

And count their chickens ere they re hatch'd ; 
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Make them the conſtellations Prompt, 925 
And give em back their own accompt; 
But ftill the beſt to him that gives 
The beſt price for it, or believes. 
Some towns, ſome cities, ſome for brevity, 
Have caſt the verſal world's nativity, 930 
And made the infant ſtars confeſs, _ 
Like fools or children, what they pleaſe. 
Some calculate the hidden fates 
Ot monkeys, puppy-dogs, and cats; 
Some running nags, and fighting cocks; _ 935 
Some love, trade, lawſuits, and the pox : N 
Some take a meaſure of the lives 
Of fathers, mothers, huſbands, wives, 
Make oppoſition, trine, and quartile, 
Tell who is barren, and who fertile; 940 
As if the planet's firſt aſpect 
The tender infant did infe&t 


In ſoul and body, and inſtill 
All future good and future i 
Which in their dark fatalities tarking;, 5 
At deſtin'd periods fall a working, 
And break out, like the hidden ſeeds 
Of long diſeaſes, into deeds, 

In friendſhips, enmities, and ſtrife, 
And all th emergencies of life: 

No ſooner does he peep into 
The world, but he has done his do, 
Catch'd all diſeaſes, took all phyſick, 
That cures or kills a man that is fick; 
Marry'd his punctual doſe of wives, 

Is cuckolded, and breaks, or thrives. 
There's but the twinkling of a ſtar 
Between a man of peace and war; 

A thief and juſtice, fool and knave, 
A huffing off cer and a ſlave; 
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A crafty lawyer and pickpocket, 

A great philoſopher and a blockhead ; 
A formal preacher and a player, 

A learn d phyſician and man-ſlayer : 

As if men from the ſtars did ſuck 965 
Old age, diſeaſes, and ill luck, 1% 
Wit, folly, honour, virtue, vice, 

Trade, travel, women, claps, and dice; 

And draw, with the firſt air they breathe, 
Battle, and murder, fudden death. 970 
Are not theſe fine commodities ” 
To be imported from the ſkies, 

And vended here among the rabble, 

For ſtaple goods, and warrantable ? 

Like money by the Druids borrow'd, 975 
In th' other world to be reſtor d. 
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Quoth Sidrophel, to let you know 


You wrong the art and artiſts too: 


Since arguments are loſt on thoſe 

That do Our principles oppoſe 8 980 
I will, altho I've don't before, 51 
Demonſtrate to your ſenſe once more, 

And draw a figure that ſhall tell you 

What you, perhaps, forget befel you: 8 
; By way of horary infpection, » 1 
Which ſome account our worſt erection. 

With that, he circles draws, and ſquares, 
With cyphers, aſtral characters, 

Then looks em o'er to underſtand 'em, 
Altho' ſet down habnab at random. 990 
Quoth he, this ſcheme of th' heavens ſet, 

Diſcovers how in fight you met, 
At Kingſton, with a may-pole idol, 
And that y'were bang'd both back and ſide well; 
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PART II. CANTO III. 1 377 


And tho you overcame the bear, 

The dogs beat you at Brentford fair; 
Where ſturdy butchers broke your noddle, 
And handl'd you like a fop-doodle. 

Quoth Hudibras, I now perceive 


You are no conj'rer, by your leave; 1000 


That paltry ſtory is untrue, 
And forg'd to cheat ſuch gulls as you. 
Not true? quoth he; howe'er Yor vapour, 


I can what I affirm make appear ; 
Whachum ſhall juſtify 't to your face, 100g 
And prove he was upon the place: 

He play d the ſaltinbancho's part, 
Transform'd t a Frenchman by my art; 

He ſtole your cloak, and pick d your pocket, 
Chous'd and caldes'd you like a blockhead, 
And what you loſt I can produce, 

If you deny it, here i the houſe. 
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Quoth Hudibras, I do believe 
That argument's demonſtrative ; 
Ralpho, bear witneſs, and go fetch us 1015 
A conſtable to ſeize the wretches : 
For tho' they 're both falſe knaves and cheats, 


Impoſtors, jugglers, counterfeits, 


I'll make them ſerve for perpendic lars, 


As true as e er were us d by bricklayers: 1020 


They re guilty, by their own confeſſions, 
Of felony, and at the ſeſſions, 

Upon the bench I will ſo handle em, 
That the vibration of this pendulum 
Shall make all taylors yards of one 
Unanimous opinion: 

A thing he long has vapour'd of, 
/ But now ſhall make it out by proof. 


1025 


PART I. CANTO III. 379 


Quoth Sidrophel, I do not doubt 
To find friends that will bear me out; 1030 


Nor have I hazarded my art, 

And neck, fo long on the ſtate's part, 
To be expos'd i th' end to ſuffer 

By ſuch a braggadocio huffer. 

Huffer, quoth Hudibras, this ford = 4035 
Shall down thy falſe throat cram that word ; 
Ralpho, make haſte, and call an officer, 

Io apprehend this ſtygian ſophiſter; 
Mean while I'll hold em at a bay, 
Leſt he and Whachum run away. 4040 


But Sidrophel, who from the aſpect 
Of Hudibras, did now erect 


A. figure worſe portending far, 
Than that of moſt malignant ſtar; 


380 CANTO IL. xray 11. 


Believd it now the fitteſt moment 
To ſhun the danger that might come ont, 
While Hudibras was all alone, 

And he and Whachum, two to one: 
This being refolv'd, he ſpy'd by chance, 
Behind the door, an iron lance, | 
That many a ſturdy limb had gor'd, 
And legs, and loins, and {ſhoulders bord; 
He ſnatch'd it up, and made a paſs, 

To make his way thro' Hudibras. 
Whachum had got a fire-fork, 

With which he vow'd to do his work ; 
But Hudibras was well prepar d, 

And ſtoutly ſtood upon his guard: 

He put by Sidrophello's thruſt, 
And in right manfully he ruſh, 1060 
The weapon from his gripe he wrung, 
And laid him on the earth along. 


1045 


1050 


1055 


ART n. CANTO III. 381 


Whachum his ſea- coal prong threw by. 

And baſely turn'd his back to fly; 
But Hudibras gave him a twitch, 14h 1065 
As quick as lightning, in the breech, 

Juſt in the place where honour 's lodg d, 

As wiſe philoſophers have judg'd ; 
Becauſe a kick in that part more 

Hurts. honour, than deep wounds before. 1070 
Quoth Hudibras, the ſtars determine 
You are my priſoners, baſe vermine. 
Could they not tell you ſo, as well 

As what I came to know, foretel ? 


By this, what cheats you are, we find, 1075 
That in your own concerns are blind. 


Your lives are now at my diſpoſe, 


To be redeem'd by fine or blows : 
But who his honour would defile, 
To take, or ſell, two lives ſo vile? 1080 


382  _CCTANT O III. : PART II. 


I'll give you quarter; but your pillage, 
The conqu'ring warrior's crop and tillage, 
Which with his {word he reaps and plows, 


That 's mine, the law of arms allows. 


This ſaid in haſte, in haſte he fell 1083 
To rummaging of Sidrophel. b 
Firſt, he expounded both his pockets, 
And found a watch with rings and lockets, : 

Which had been left with him t erect 

A figure for, and ſo detect. 
A copper- plate, with almanacks 
Engrav'd upon t, with other knacks 
Of Booker's, Lilly's, Sarah Jimmers, 
And blank-ſchemes to diſcover nimmers ; | 
A. moon-dial with Napier's bones, 
And ſevral conſtellation ſtones, 


1090 


1095 
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Engrav'd in planetary hours, 

That over mortals had ſtrange powers 

To make them thrive in law or trade, 
And ſtab or poiſon to evade; 1100 
In wit or wiſdom to improve, 

And be victorious in love. 

Whachum had neither croſs nor pile, 

His plunder was not worth the while; 

All which the conqu'ror did diſcompt, 11035 
To pay for curing of his rump. 


But Sidrophel, as full of tricks 
As rota-men of politics, 
Straight caſt about to over-reach 
Th unwary conqu'ror with a fetch, 1110 
And make him glad at leaſt to quit 
His victory, and fly the pit, a 


34 CANTO II OO 


Before the ſecular prince of darkneſs 

Arriv'd to ſeize upon his carcaſs: 

And, as a fox with hot purſuit, 

Chac'd through a warren, caſt about 
To fave his credit, and among 

Dead vermine on a gallows hung, 

And while the dogs ran underneath, 

Eſcap'd, by counterfeiting death, 

Not out of cunning, but a train 

Of atoms juſtling in his brain, 

As learn d philoſophers give out ; 

So Sidrophello caſt about, 

And fell to's wonted trade again, 

To feign himſelf in earneſt ſlain: 

Firſt ſtretch'd out one leg, then another, 

And, ſeeming in his breaſt to ſmother 

A broken ſigh, quoth he, where am I— 


Alive, or dead? or which way came I 


1115 


1120 


1125 


1130 


PART 11. CANTO II. 


Thro' ſo immenſe a ſpace ſo ſoon ?- 
But now I thought myſelf i th moon; 


And that a monſter with huge whiſkers, 


More formidable than the Switzers, 
My body thro' and thro' had drilld, 
And Whachum by my ſide had kill'd, 
Had croſs-examin'd both our hoſe, 
And plunder'd all we had to loſe; 
Look, there he is, I ſee him now, 

And feel the place I am run thro : 
And there lies Whachum by my ſide, 


Stone-dead, and in his own blood dy'd. 
Oh! oh! with that he fetch'd a groan, 


And fell again into a ſwoon ; 


1135 


1140 


Shut both his eyes, and ſtopt his breath, 1245 


And to the life out- acted death, 
That Hudibras, to all appearing, 
Believ'd him to be dead as herring, 
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He held it now no longer ſafe, | 

To tarry the return of Ralph, 1150 

But rather leave him in the lurch : 

Thought he, he has abus'd our church, 

Refus'd to give himſelf one firk, 

To carry on the public work ; 

Deſpis'd our ſynod-men like dirt, 1135 

And made their diſcipline his ſport; W 

Divulg'd the ſecrets of their claſſes, 

And their conventions prov'd high places; 

Diſparag'd their tithe-pigs, as pagan, 

And ſet at nought their cheeſe and bacon ; 
Rail d at their covenant, and jeer'd 

Their revrend parſons, to my beard; 

For all which ſcandals, to be quit 

At once, this juncture falls out fit. 

I'll make him henceforth, to beware, 1165 

And tempt my fury, if he dare: | 


1 
* 


PART I. CANTO III. 


He muſt, at leaſt, hold up his hand, | 
By twelve freeholders to be ſcann d. 
Who, by their {kill in palmiſtry, 

Will quickly read his deſtin , 
And make him glad to read his leſſon, 
Or take a turn for t at the ſeſſion : 
Unleſs his light and gifts prove truer 


Than ever yet they did, I'm ſure; 
For if he cape with whipping 1 now, 


387 
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Tis more than he can hope to do: 2. 5 1 — 55 7 


And that will diſengage my conſcience . 


Of th obligation, in his own lenſe: 5 
III make him now by force abide, | 
What he by gentle means deny d, d, 

To give my honour ſatisfaction. . 
And right the brethren in the action. 

| This being reſolv d, with equal ſpeed, 
And conduct, he approach'd his ſteed, 
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AN 


HEROICAL EPISTLE 


OF 


HUDIBRAS ro endet 


Ecce iterum Criſpinus. 


Wer, Sidrophel, tho tis in vain 
To tamper with your crazy brain, 
Without trepanning of your ſcull, 
As often as the moon's at full, 
'Tis not amiſs, ere ye re givn o'er, 5 
To try one deſp'rate med' cine more; 
For where your caſe can be no worſe, 
The deſp'rat'ſt is the wiſeſt courſe. 
Is t poſſible that you, whoſe ears 
Are of the tribe of Iſſachar's, 7 ah 
And might, with equal reaſon, either | 


For merit, or extent of leather, 


390 HUDIBRAS TO s RO RHEL. 


With William Pryn's, before they were 
Retrench'd, and crucify'd, compare, 
Shou d yet be deaf againſt a noiſe 435 
So roaring as the public voice? 

That ſpeaks your virtues free and loud, 
And openly in ev'ry crowd, 

As loud as one that ſings his part 

Ta wheel-barrow, or turnip- cart, 

Or your new nick-nam'd old invention 

To cry green-haſtings with an engine; 

As if the vehemence had ſtunn'd, 
And torn your drum-heads with the band; 
And cauſe your folly's now no news, 

But overgrown, and out of uſe, 

Perſuade yourſelf there's no ſuch matter, 
But that tis vaniſh'd out of nature; 
When tolly, as it grows in years, 
The more extravagant appears ; 


20 


15 


HUDIBRAS To SIDROPHEL. 391 


For who but you could be poſleſt 
With ſo much ignorance and beaſt, 

That neither all men's ſcorn and hate, 
Nor being laugh'd and pointed at, 
Nor bray'd fo often in a mortar, 1 35 
Can teach you wholeſome ſenſe and nurture, 
But, like a reprobate, what courſe 
Soever us' d, grow worſe and worſe ? 

Can no transfuſion of the blood, 

That makes fools cattle, do you good? 40 
Nor putting pigs to a bitch to nurſe, 
To turn them into mongrel curs ; 


Put you into a way, at leaſt, 
To make yourſelf a better beaſt ? 


Can all your critical intrigues, 


45 


Of trying ſound from rotten eggs; 
Your ſev'ral new-found remedies, 
Of curing wounds and ſcabs in trees: 


392 HUDIBRAS TO SIDROPHEL. 


Your art of fluxing them for claps, 
And purging their infected ſaps; 
Recovering ſhankers, cryſtallines, 

And nodes and blotches in their reins, 


Have no eftect to operate 


Upon that duller block, your pate ? 
But ſtill it muſt be lewdly bent 


To tempt your own due puniſhment ; 
And, like your whimſy'd chariots, draw 


The boys to courſe you without law ; 


As if the art you have fo long 


Profeſs d, of making old dogs young, 


In you had virtue to renew 


Not only youth, but childhood too : 


Can you, that underſtand all books, 
By judging only with your looks, 


Reſolve all problems with your face, 


As others do with B's and A's; 


50 


55 


60 
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Vnriddle all that mankind knows 
With ſolid bending of your brows ? 
All arts and ſciences advance, 
With ſcrewing of your countenance, o 
And with a penetrating eye, 
Into th' abſtruſeſt learning Pry ; 
Know more of any trade b' a hint, 

Than thoſe that have been bred up int, 
And yet have no art, true or falſe, 75 
To help your own bad naturals ! * 

But till the more you ſtrive t appear, 

Are found to be the wretcheder : 

For fools are known by looking wile, 
As men find woodcocks by their . 
Hence tis becauſe ye ve gain d o th college 
A quarter ſhare, at moſt, of knowledge, 

And brought in none, but ſpent repute, 

Y' aſſume a pow'r as abſolute 
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Io judge, and cenſure, and controll, 
As if you were the ſole Sir Poll, 

And faucily pretend to know 

More than your dividend comes to: 

You'll find the thing will not be done 

With ignorance and face alone: 

No, tho ye ve purchas to your name, 

In hiſtory, ſo great a fame; 

That now your talent 's ſo nen 

For having all belief out-grown, 

That ev'ry ſtrange prodigious tale 

Is meaſur d by your German ſcale 

By which the virtuoſi try 

The magnitude of ev'ry lie, 

| Caſt up to what it does amount, 

And place the bigg'ſt to your account ; 

That all thoſe ſtories: that are laid 

Too truly to you, and thoſe made, 
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Are now ſtill charg'd upon your ſcore, 
And leſſer authors nam'd no more. 
Alas! that faculty deſtroys is 105 
"Fhoſe ſooneſt it deſigns to raiſe ; 
And all your vain renown will ſpoil, 
As guns oercharg'd the more recoil ; 
Though he that has but impudence, 
To all things has a fair pretence; 120 
And put among his wants but ſhame, &] 
To all the world may lay his claim : 
TIho' you have try'd that nothing 's borne. 
With greater eaſe than public ſcorn, 
That all affronts do {till give place Vu 
To your impenetrable face; 
That makes your way thro all affairs, 
As pigs thro' hedges creep with theirs : 
Yet as tis counterfeit and braſs, 
You muſt not think 'twill always paſs; 120 


9” I» 2% 4510 
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For all impoſtors, when they re known, 


Are paſt their labour, and undone 25 
And all the beſt that can * 


An artificial natural, 


Is that which madmen find. as foon 123 


As once they re broke looſe from the moon, 


And proof againſt her influence, 


Relapſe to e er ſo little ſenſe, 


To turn ſtark fools, and ſubjects fit 


For ſport of boys, and rabble-wit. 0 


PART III. 


FIRST CANTO. 


The Argument. 


The Knight and Squire reſolve at once, 

T he one the other to renounce ; 

T hey both approach the Lady's bower, 

The Squire t inform, the Knight to woo Her. 
She treats them with a maſquerade, 

By furies and hobgoblins made ; 


From which the Squire conveys the K. night, 
And fleal; him from e by night. 
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T' enforce a deſperate amour, 
As he that has two ſtrings 
And burns for love and mo 5 
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H' as all his 3 100 raptures double. | 


And hangs or drowns with half the trouble ; 


hy While thoſe who ſillily purſue 


The ſimple downright way, and true, - 10 


Make as unlucky applications, 


And ſteer againſt the ſtream their paſſions. 
Some forge their miſtreſſes of frars, . = 


And when the ladies prove averſe, 


And more untoward to be won 1 5 
Than by Caligula the moon, 
Cry out upon the ſtars for doing 


IIl offices, to croſs their wooing, 
When only by themſelves they re kindied, 
For truſting thoſe they made her kindred, 


And ſtill the harſher and hide-bounder, 


The damſels prove, become the fonder; 


For what mad lover ever dy'd 
To gain a ſoft and gentle bride ? 


.* 


But he relaps'd again t' a lover; 


PART III. C ne I. 


Or for a lady rentirefrewred 
In purling ſtreams or temp departed ? 


Leap'd headlong int Elyſium, 

Thro' th' windows of a dazzling room? 
But for ſome croſs ill-natur'd dame, 
The am'rous fly burnt in his flame. 
This to the Knight could be no news, 


With all mankind fo much in uſe ; 


Who therefore took the wiſer courſe, 
To make the moſt of his amours, 


Reſolv'd to try all forts of ways, 


As follows in due time and place. 


No ſooner was the bloody fight 
Between the wizard and the knight, 
With all th' appurtenances over, 


— 


2» 3 


35 
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As he was always wont to do, 


When I ad diſcomfited a foe, 

And us'd the only antic philters 

Deriv'd from old heroic tilters. 

But now triumphant and victorious, 45 


He held th' atchievement was too glorious 
For ſuch a conqueror to meddle 


With petty conſtable or beadle ; 


Or fly for refuge to the hoſteſs 
Of th' inns of court and chanc'ry, juſtice; 30 


Who might, perhaps, reduce his cauſe 
To th ordeal trial of the laws; 55 


Where none eſcape, but ſuch as branded, 
With red hot irons, have paſt bare-handed : 
And if they cannot read one verſe 7-7 "hs 
T th pſalms, muſt ſing it, and that's worſe. 


He, therefore, judging it below him, 


To tempt a ſhame the dev'l might owe him, 


mare cANnNTO FE 


Reſolv'd to leave the Squire for bail 
And mainprize for him, to the jail ; 
To anſwer, with his veſſel, al! 
That might diſaſtrouſly befall. 


He thought it now the fitteſt juncture 


To give the lady a rencounter ;, 
T' acquaint her with his expedition, 


And conqueſt o'er the fierce magician ; 


Deſcribe the manner of the fray, 
And ſhew the ſpoils he brought away; 
His bloody ſcourging aggravate, 
The number of the blows and weight: 
All which might probably ſucceed, 
And gain belief he ad done the deed : 
Which he reſolv'd t enforce, and ſpare 
No pawning of his ſoul to ſwear ; 
But, rather than produce his back, 

To ſet his conſcience on the rack ; 
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And, in purſuance of his urging 
Of articles perform d, and ſcourging, 
1 And all things elſe, upon his part, writ 0 
| | Demand delivery of her heart, : 29 
1 Her goods and chattels, and good graces, 
1 And perſon, up to his embraces. 
Thought he, the ancient errant knights 
Won all their ladies hearts in fights, | 
And cut whole giants into fitters, . 
To put them into am rous twitters ; 
Whoſe ſtubborn bowels ſeorn d to yield, 
Until their gallants were halt kill'd ; 
But when their bones were drubb'd ſo ſore, 
They durſt not woo one combat more, go 
The ladies' hearts began to melt, 
Subdu'd with blows their lovers felt. 
So Spaniſh heroes, with their lances, 
At once wound bulls and ladies' fancies ; 
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And he acquires the nobleſt ipoule 93 
That widows greateſt herds of cows; 
Then what may I expect to do, 

Who ve quell'd fo vaſt a buffalo? 


Mean while the Squire was on his way, 
The knight's late orders to obey; 100 
Who ſent him for a ſtrong detachment 
Of beadles, conſtables, and watchmen, 

T attack the cunning man for plunder 

Committed falſely on his lumber ; 
When he, who had ſo lately fack'd 105 
The enemy, had done the fact, 
Had rifled all his pokes and fobs 

Of gimcracks, whims, and jiggumbobs, 
Which he by hook or crook had gather'd, 
And for his own inventions father d: 110 


406 CANTO I. PART III. 


And when they ſhould, at jail-delivery, 
Unriddle one another's thievery, 

Both might have evidence enough 

To render neither halter-proof. 

He thought it deſperate to tarry, 115 
And venture to be acceſlary ; 
But rather wiſely ſlip his fetters, 
And leave them for the Knight, his betters. 
He call'd to mind th' unjuſt foul play 

He would have offer d him that day, 120 
To make him curry his own hide, 0165 
Which no beaſt ever did beſide. 
Without all poſſible evaſion, 
But of the riding diſpenſation. 
And therefore, much about the hour 
The knight, for reaſons told before, 
Reſolv'd to leave him to the fury 
Ot juſtice, and an unpack'd jury, 
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The Squire concurr'd to abandon him, 
And ſerve him in the ſeli-ſame trim 4. 130 
T' acquaint the Lady what h had done, 


And what he meant to carry on; 


What project twas he went about, 
When Sidrophel and he fell out; . 
His firm and ſtedfaſt reſolution. 133 


To ſwear her to an execution; 


To pawn his inward ears to marry her, 


And bribe the devil himſelf to carry her. 


In which both dealt, as if they meant 
Their party ſaints to repreſent, % 0 


Who never fail'd, upon their ſharing 


In any proſperous arms-bearing, 


To lay themſelves out to ſupplant 


Each other couſin-german faint. 


But ere the knight could do his part, 145 


The Squire had got ſo much the ſtart, 


408 nl TD PART III. 


He ad to the Lady done his errand, 
And told her all his tricks aforehand. 
Juſt as he finiſſi d his report, 
The knight alighted in the court, 1.30 
And having ty'd his beaſt t a pale, 
And taking time for both to ſtale; - 
He put his band and beard in order, 

The ſprucer to accoſt and board her: 
And now began t approach the door, 155 
When ſhe, wh' had ſpy'd him out before, 
Convey d th' informer out of ſight, 

And went to entertain the knight : 


With whom encountering, after longees 
Of humble and ſubmiſſive congees, 160 


And all due ceremonies paid, 

He ſtroak'd his beard; and thus he ſaid: 
Madam, I do, as is my duty, 

Honour the ſhadow of your ſhoe-tie ; 


* 


PART III. CANTO I. 409 


And now am come, to bring your ear 163 
A preſent you'll be glad to hear; 
At leaſt J hope ſo: the thing 's dotic, 
Or may I never ſee the ſun ; 
For which 1 humbly now demand 
Performance at your gentle hand; 170 
And that you'd pleaſe to do your part, | 
As I have done mine to my ſmart. 
With that he ſhrugg d his ſturdy back, 
As if he felt his ſhoulders ake : . 
But ſhe, who well enough knew what, 175 
Before he ſpoke, he would be at, 
Pretended not to apprehend 
The myſtery of what he mean d. 
And therefore wiſh'd him to expound 
His dark expreſſions leſs profound. 180 
Madam, quoth he, I come to prove 


How much I've ſuffer d for your love, 
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Which, like your votary, to win, 
I have not ſpar d my tatter'd ſkin ; 
And, for thoſe meritorious laſhes, 
To claim your favour and good graces. 
Quoth ſhe, I do remember once 
I freed you from th' enchanted ſconce ; 
And that you promis'd, for that favour, | 
To bind your back to th' good behaviour, 190 
And for my fake and ſervice, vow'd 
To lay upon 't a heavy load, 
And what t would bear to a ſcruple prove, 
As other knights do oft make love. 
Which, whether you have done or no, 


185 


195 


Concerns yourſelf, not me, to know ; 

But if you have, I ſhall confeſs, 

Y are honeſter than I could gueſs. 
Quoth he, it you ſuſpect my troth, 


I cannot prove it but by oath ; 200 


„„ 4 


And, if you make a queſtion on t, 

I'll pawn my foul that I have don't : 

And he that makes his ſoul his fwrety, 

1 think does give the beſt ſecurity. a 
Quoth ſhe, ſome ſay the ſoul's ſecure 205 

Againſt diſtreſs and forfeiture ; 


Is free from action, and exempt 


From execution and contempt ; 

And to be ſummon'd to appear | 
In th' other world 's illegal here, . 210 
And therefore few make any account 


Int' what incumbrances they run t: 

For moſt men carry things ſo even 

Between this world, and hell, and heaven, 
Without the leaſt offence to cither, 215 
They freely deal in all together ; 


And equally abhor to quit 
This world for both, or both for it: 
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And when they pawn and damn their fouls, 
They are but pris ners on paroles. 220 
For that, quoth he, tis rational, 


They may be accountable in all: 


For when there is that intercourſe 
Between divine and human powers, 
That all that we determine here == 


Commands obedience evry where : 


When penalties may be commuted 

For fines, or ears, and executed, 

It follows, nothing binds fo faſt 

As ſouls in pawn and mortgage paſt : 230 
For oaths are the only teſts and ſcales 


Of right and wrong, and true and falſe; 


And there 's no other way to try 


The doubts of law and juſtice by. 


Quoth ſhe, what is it you would ſwear ? 236 


There's no believing till J hear: 


PART . C ANTO . 
For, till they re nde od all tales, 


Like nonſenſe, are not true nor falſe. 


Quoth he, when I reſolv d t obey 


What you commanded th other day. | 


And to perform my exerciſe, 

As ſchools are wont, for your fair eyes; 
T avoid all ſcruples in the caſe, 
went to do t upon the place; 

But as the caſtle is enchanted 

By Sidrophel the witch, and haunted 
With evil ſpirits, as you know, 
Who took my Squire and me for two, 
Before I'd hardly time to lay 

My weapons by, and diſarray, 

I heard a formidable noiſe, 

Loud as the Stentrophonic voice, 
That roard far off, diſpatch and ſtrip, 
I'm ready with th' internal whip, 
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That ſhall diveſt thy ribs of ſkin, 
To expiate thy ling ring ſin; 
Thou aſt broke perfidiouſly th yoath, 
And not perform'd thy plighted troth, 
But ſpar'd thy renegado back, . 


PART III. 


Where thou adſt fo great a prize at ſtake, 260 


Which now the fates have order'd me, 
For penance and revenge, to flea, 
Unleſs thou preſently make haſte ; 
Time 1s, time was; and there it ceaſt. 
With which, tho' ſtartl'd, I confeſs, 
Yet th' horror of the thing was leſs 
Than the other diſmal apprehenſion 
Of interruption or prevention; 
And therefore, ſnatching up the rod, 
I laid upon my back a load, 
Reſolv'd to ſpare no fleſh and blood, 


To make my word and honour good; 


nnr 
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Till tir'd, and taking truce at length, 

For new recruits of breath and ſtrength, _ 
I felt the blows ftill ply'd as fall, 275 
As if they ad been by lovers plac'd, 

In raptures of Platonic laſhing, 

And chaſte contemplative barcaling : 

When facing haſtily about, 

To ſtand upon my guard and ſcout, 280 
I found th' infernal cunning man, 
And th' under-witch, his caliban, 

With ſcourges, like the furies, arm'd, 

That on my outward. quarters ſtorm'd. 

In haſte I ſnatch'd my weapon up, ol 08s 
And gave their helliſh rage a ſtop ; 

Call'd thrice upon your name, and fell 
Courageouſly on Sidrophel, 

Who now transform'd himſelf t a bear, 


Began to roar aloud, and tear ; 290 
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When I as furiouſſy preſs'd on, 
My weapon down his throat to run, 


Laid hold on him; but he broke looſe, 


And turn'd himſelf into a gooſe, 
Div'd under water, in a pond, 295 
To hide himſelf from being found ; 


In vain I ſought him; but as ſoon 


As I perceiv'd him fled and gone, 
Prepar'd, with equal haſte and rage, 


His under-ſorc'rer to engage; — 


But bravely ſcorning to defile 
My ſword with feeble blood, and vile, 


I judg'd it better from a quick- 


Set-hedge to cut a knotted ſtick, 
With which I furiouſly laid =—_ 305 


Till, in a harſh and doleful tone, 


It roar'd out, o hold, for pity, ſir, 


I am too great a ſufferer, 


\ 
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Abus ' d as you have been b' a witch, 


But conjur'd int' a worſe caprich, N ub 


Who ſends me out on many a jaunt, 


Old houſes in the night to haunt, 

For opportunities t improve 

Deſigns of thievery or love; 

With drugs convey'd in drink or meat, 315 
All feats of witches counterfeit; 18 
Kill pigs and geeſe with powder d glaſs, 

And make it for enchantment pals ; 

With cow-itch meazle like a leper, 

And choke with fumes of Guinea pepper ; 320 


Make letchers, and their punks, with dewtry, 


Commit phantaſtical advowtry ; i 


Bewitch hermetic men to run 


Stark ſtaring mad with manicon ; 


Believe mechanic virtuoſi . 325 : 


Can raiſe em mountains in Potoſi ; 


418 CA N 91. PART 18. 


And fillier than the antic fools, 
Take treaſure for a heap of coals ; 
Seek out for plants with ſignatures, 
To quack off univerſal cures ; t wh 


With figures, ground on pains of glaſs, 
Make people on their heads to paſs ; 

And mighty heaps of coin increaſe, 

Reflected from a ſingle piece; 


To draw in fools, whoſe nat'ral itches 335 


Incline perpetually to witches, 
And keep me in continual fears, 
And danger of my neck and ears; 
When leſs delinquents have been ki d, 
And hemp on wooden anvils forg d, 340 
Which others for cravats have worn 
About their necks, and took a turn. 
[ pity'd the fad puniſhment _ 
The wretched caitiff underwent, 


| 
| | 
| 


31, 
of i 
1 N 
* 9 
t n 
1 Al 
139 
1 ; WW. 1 
_ 8. 
ll \ yy 
\ 1 
ft | 38.0 
— 14 01+ 
x 15 yy 
WH ONS 
7 Wh 
nnn 
1 
0 F of 
14 1 
| 1 71 
1 1 
ft HF C 
2831608 
| 45 | 
15 BN. 
089 $2020 N 
n 3 1491 
1 4 
1 41 . 
1 1 
nn 
KH £12 5188 
an 
1 Wit U 
= WR +! 
N i 27185 
p | 1 ) 
1 i 
in 
in 1 
ann 
] [108 |: 69 
enn 
N | 
! | 08 1 
' \ N ii 
U 1 1 't 
inn 
Kanne 
v — FF 
1 1 14 . 
iin 
4 It +4: 
1 111 In "478 N 
i Fi © 
at |; 'E 
} W411 
1 N 
$1 i; | 
l Sz ty 41188 
i ! 19 1 
1 i N 
14 4 
; $176 
l 1 4 
4 
[1 "183 | 
7 "7 } 
| l 1 7 
| 1 WH: 
$5 $1562 
1 11 it 
$00 008 
f 1 5 1 F 
: i l - 
Fi 
Fig 
re 
nn 
t $i 1 { 
# Nini 
in 
l 14 $30 
20 $74 
3; $1110 
| 14 1 | 
2 BY) | $4308 
FB 11 g 
U 1 y 
j 4 ts 
1 1288 
4 1 1 
Fr 
2187 43 
1 i 
Fe 
n 
1 " 
I 1 411391 
WANT 
1 ith 
| i 1 1 
i 
Nn i 
1 5 
1 1112 
$5) 1 311748! 
| 1. 1 45 
1 1100 
11 111229138 
HPR 
IN 
1 tt 
14 p - 
Nin 
1 i N 
04: WED 
e 1 
F 1 
| | 4 
36 (21965 371100000 
Iii 
| l 5 
ene 
i 
7 7 
| 08 | 
lt: ; 
b 11 1 
U 
F 11 11 
.v 3 I» 
f T wer © * 
i 11 
iin 'E 
} 53.8 Y 
- * 
g 4 4 3+ 1 
& 1 7 
1 [1 . 
Din 
if 1 | 
S131 1B 
} | 4108 13H bf 
111 fo 1 
21030508 
| $139 i f 
DH) 
\ 4: * 11 
1 i 
enen 
; iti fl F 
u 1 
Fin 
j 4 
[1 1 160 
144 i1 
v8 4 1 
0 1 "i 
N 
ly l j 
| 10 
nf 1 Fill 
. fr 
1401 
$4 1500 i 
Nin 
f i G 4 
$568: 2109 
l { : 
11 . N 
Nn 
Y 14 4 
_ Y £10 : | 
f 11 "rf 
1. © 
1881 | BY 
q 1 17 
Kin i 
Tig U 
ieee 
ine 
15 Main ; 
Nein 
IS) | U * 
irn 
4 ir! Mi 
41 | i! 
14 Fi 1 1 
þ 1 14 4 
yl 1 | 1 
1 © 11 1 
1 1 i : 
: : 
#4 n 
"ne 
2 8103; 3200 
- l / 
: 
' 
| 
84 !! 
' l 


PART III. | CA N e 1. 


And held my drubbing of his bones 
Too great an honour for poltroons; 
For knights are bound to feel no blows 


From paltry and unequal foes, 4 


Who, when they ſlaſh and cut to pieces, 


Do all with civilleſt addreſſes : 


Their horſes never give a blow, 
But when they make a leg and bow. 


I therefore ſpar d his fleſh, and preſt him 


About the witch, with many a queſtion. 


Quoth he, for many years he drove 
A kind of broking-trade in love, 
_ Employd in all th' intrigues and truſt, 
Of feeble ſpeculative luſt ; 

Procurer to th' extravagancy, 
And crazy ribaldry of fancy, 

By thoſe the devil had forſook, 

As things below him, to provoke ; 
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But bib A virtuoſo, able 


To ſmatter, quack, and cant, and dabble, 


He held his talent moſt adroit, 

For any myſtical exploit, 

As others of his tribe had done, 

And rais'd their prizes three to one ; 
For one predicting pimp has th' odds 


Of chaldrons of plain downright bawds. * 


But as an elf, the devil's valet, 
Is not fo ſight a thing to get, 
For thoſe that do his bus'neſs beſt, 
In hell are us'd the ruggedeſt ; 
Before ſo meriting a perſon | 


Cou'd get a grant, but in reverſion, 


He ſerv'd two prenticeſhips, and longer, 


I' th' myſt ry of a lady-monger. 
For, as ſome write, a witch's ghoſt, 


As ſoon as from the body loos' d, : 


PART. III. 


875 


f 
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Becomes a puiſney imp itſelf, 
And is another witch's elf, 

He, after ſearching far and near, 
At length found one in Lancaſhire, 
With whom he bargain'd betorehand, 
And, after hanging, entertain'd : _ 


Since which he as play'd a thouſand feats, 
And practis d all mechanic cheats: 
Transform'd. himſelf to th ugly ſhapes. 

Of wolves and bears, baboons and apes, 
Which he has vary'd more than witches, 
Or Pharaoh's wizards could their ſwitches ; 
And all with whom he 'as had to do, 
Turn'd to as monſtrous figures too ; 
Witneſs myſelf, whom he as abus'd, 

And to. this beaſtly ſhape reduc'd, 

By feeding me on beans and peas, 


He crams in naſty crevices, 
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And turns to comfits by his arts, 

To make me reliſh for deſerts; 
And one by one, with ſhame and fear, 
Lick up the candy d provender. 
Belide—But as h' was running on, 

To tell what other feats he ad done, 
The Lady ſtopt his full career, 

And told him, now twas time to hear, 


If half thoſe things, ſaid ſhe, be true. 


They re all, quoth he, I ſwear by you. 


Why then, ſaid ſhe, that Sidrophel 
Has damn'd himſelf to th' pit of hell, 
Who, mounted on a broom, the nag 
And hackney of a Lapland hag, 

In queſt of you came hither poſt, 
Within an hour, I 'm ſure, at moſt, 
Who told me all you ſwear and fay, 


Quite contrary, another way ; 


400 


405 


410 


115 


Vow'd that you came to him, to e 
If you ſhou'd carry me or no; 
And would have hir d him and hiſs 4 imps, 


T' engage the devil on your fide, 

And ſteal, like Proſerpine, your bride ; 
But he, diſdaining to embrace 

So filthy a deſign, and baſe, 


And drew upon him like a ruffin; 
Surpriz'd him meanly, unprepar'd, 
Before he ad time to mount his guard, 
And left him dead upon the ground, 


Swore you had broke and rob'd his houſe” 
And ſtole his taliſmanique louſe, 

And all his new-found old inventions, 

With flat felonious intentions, 


PART III. CAN FD: 423 


To be your match- makers and pimps, 420 
| You fell to vapouring and huffing, 425 


With many a bruiſe and deſperate wound; 430 
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Jo ſerve for pendulums to watches, 450 


424 To ANTO I. PART 1II. 


Which he could bring out, ee he nud 43 5 
And what he bought 'em for, and paid; 

His flea, his morpion, and puneſe, 

He ad gotten for his proper eaſe, 

And all in perfect minutes * 

By th' ableſt artiſts of the trade; _ 4⁴⁰ 
Which, he could prove it, ſince he boa. - 

He has been eaten up almoſt, 

And all together, might amount 


To many hundreds on account ; 


For which he ad got ſufficient warrant 445 


— 


To ſeize the malefactors errant, Pd 
Without capacity of bail, ul ed tbe 


But of a cart s or horſe's tall; 


And did not doubt to bring the wretches 


Which, modern virtuoſi ſay, 


Incline to hanging every way. 


PART III. CANTO I. _ 


Beſide, he ſwore, and ſwore 'twas true, 
That ere he went in queſt of you, 


He ſet a figure to diſcover 455 


If you were fled to Rye or Dover; 

And found it clear, that to betray 

Yourſelves and me, you fled this way; 

And that he was upon purſuit, 

To take you ſomewhere hereabout. 460 


He vow'd he had intelligence 

Of all that paſs d before and ſince ; | 
And found, that ere you came to him, 
Y' had been engaging life and limb 
About a caſe of tender conſcience, = ls - 
Where both abounded in your own ſenſe ; 

Till Ralpho, by his light and grace, 

Had clear'd all ſcruples in the cafe, 

And prov'd that you might ſwear, and own 
Whatever's by the wicked done: 470 
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For which, moſt baſely to requite 

The ſervice of his gifts and light, 

You ſtrove t oblige him, by main force, 

To ſcourge his ribs inſtead of yours; 

But that he ſtood upon his guard, 475 
And all your vapouring outdar'd ; | 
For which, between you both, the feat 


Has never been perform'd as yet. 


While thus the Lady talk'd, the Knight 
Turn'd th' outſide of his eyes to white; 480 
As men of inward light are wont 


To turn their optics in upon 't; 


He wonder d how ſhe came to know 

What he had done, and meant to do ; 
Held up his affidavit hand, - 
As if he ad been to be arraign'd; 

Caſt tow'rds the door a ghaſtly look, 

In dread of Sidrophel, and ſpoke: 


PARTI. CANTO I. 427 


Madam, if but one word be true 
Of all the wizard has told you, 
Or but one ſingle circumſtance 
In all th apocryphal romance, 


May dreadful earthquakes ſwallow down 
This veſſel, that is all your own; 


Or may the heavens fall, and cover 493 


Theſe reliques of your conſtant lover. 

: You have provided well, quoth ſhe, 

I thank you, for yourſelf and me, 

And ſhewn your preſbyterian wits 

Jump punctual with the jeſuits ; 

A moſt compendious way, and civil, 

At once to cheat the world, the devil, 

With heaven and hell, yourſelves, and thoſe 
On whom you vainly think t impoſe. 
Why then, quoth he, may hell ſurpriſe. 

That trick, ſaid ſhe, will not paſs twice: 
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Enough to ſerve for ſatisfaction 
Of niceſt ſcruples in the action; 


As if your nat'ral ſelf had don't ; 


428 CANTO I. var ul. 


I've learn'd how far I 'm to believe 


Your pinning oaths upon your ſleeve ; 


But there 's a better way of clearing 


Whatyou would prove, than downright Iweaung: 
For if you have perform'd the teat, 
The blows are viſible as yet, 


And if you can produce thoſe knobs, 
Altho' they 're but the witch's drubs, 
I'll paſs them all upon account, 


515 


Provided that they paſs th' opinion 

Of able juries of old women, 

Who, us d to judge all matter of facts 

For bellies, may do fo for backs. | 
Madam, quoth he, your love 's a million, 

To do 1s leſs than to be willing, 


8 
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As J am, were it in my power, 3235 
T' obey what you command, and more; 

But for performing what you bid, 

thank you as much as if I did. 


You know I ought to have a care 


To keep my wounds from taking air: 530 


For wounds in thoſe that are all heart, 
Are dangerous in any part. 

I find, quoth ſhe, my goods and neh 
Are like to prove but mere drawn battles; 
For ſtill the longer we contend, 535 
We are but farther off the end. 

But granting now we ſhould agree, 
What is it you expect from me ? 

Your plighted faith, quoth he, and word 

You palſs'd in heaven, on record, 540 


Where all contracts t have and t hold. 
Are everlaſtingly enroll'd: 
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Vn in marriages 
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ins again 


Quoth ſhe, there are no bargains driv'n, 545 


Nor marriages clapp d up in heavn; 


To raze records, 'tis much more there. 
Which marnage 1s not like t' improve ; 


And that's the reaſon, as ſome guels, 
Love, that 's too generous t' abide 


Debarr'd the freedom of the air, 
Diſdain: {t its \ 
But ſtruggles out, and flies away ; 


And if 'tis counted treaſon here 
Two things that naturally preſs 
Their bus neſs there is only love, 
And like the ſoul, its harbourer, 


To be againſt its nature ty'd; 
For where tis of itſelf inclin'd, 


Too narrowly, to be at eaſe 
It breaks looſe when 


There is no hea 


©. 
9 
* 


—— —— — _ * — — — — — —— - > _ ma — — — — - by 
— - — — — - — . ²— — rem . i mt nn yeh 9s — — - —— — . — ͤ—— ‚ Q—F—mnm ] IR OO IIS III Oe 
—— 6 —..——.—.— Þ i — — * . 5 — — — — . — — — ———— —ͤ—ä— . —ññů - — —— Ih TORE PPG —.ͤ ͤ—— p — — — . v DIES — —— —— — 
— — — — — Sheen — —_ — 4 > — —— _ awe 4 — —— — — ne — ro — on —— rs eo ee ee et — -. 
- — —— 151 = = ——— — — _ — — 1 7 5 —ͤ ————j uuL32ꝛů—·˙—————V—— —— — ů — - — — — — 
— — — — —— — ct cr LU Acnoooaneete nc 
= — — = 
* 
= 


n 48 5 2 1 
7 2 * Ee 2 — COS 1 
— — — — * 


— ñ——ññññ. v ——x————— IO —— — ä —¾ 
. 225 Sh \ 


— ng YEP troy mented . A py ey rg 
r 0 11 — bor — 2 n - hs 


— — 


PART III. CANTO I. 
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And therefore never can comply, 
IT endure the matrimonial tie, 

That binds the female and the male, 
Where th' one is but the other's bail ; 
Like Roman gaolers, when they ſlept, 
Chain'd to the priſoners they kept: 
Of which the true and faithfull& lover 
Gives beſt ſecurity to ſuffer. 
Marriage is: but a beaſt, ſome fay, e 
That carries double in foul way, | 

And therefore 'tis not to be admir d, 

It ſhould fo ſuddenly be tir'd ; 

A bargain, at a venture made, 

Between two partners in a trade; 

For what 's inferr'd by t' have and t hold 
But ſomething paſt away and fold ? 
That, as it makes but one of two, 
Reduces all things elſe as low ; 
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And at the beſt is but a mart 


Between the one and th' other part, 580 
That on the marriage day is paid, 
Or hour of death, the bet is laid; 

And all the reſt of better or worſe, 

Both are but loſers out of purſe : 
For when upon their ungot heirs 1 585 
Th' entail themſelves and all that 's theirs, 
What blinder bargain ere was driven, 

Or wager laid at fix and ſeven ? 


Io paſs themſelves away, and turn 


Their children's tenants ere they 're born? 590 
Beg one another idiot 

To guardians, ere they are begot ; 

Or ever ſhall, perhaps, by th' one 

Who's bound to vouch them for his own, - 
Tho' got b' implicit generation, 395 
And general club of all the nation; 


PART u. CANTO IL 


For which ſhe s fortify d no leſs 

Than all the iſland with four ſeas; 
Exacts the tribute of her dower, 

In ready inſolence and power, 

And makes him paſs away, to have 
And hold to her, himſelf, her ſlave, 
More wretched than an ancient villain, 
Condemn'd to drudgery and tilling ; 
While all he does upon the by, 

She is not bound to juſtify, 

Nor at her proper coſt and charge 
Maintain the feats he does at large. 
Such hideous ſots were thoſe obedient 
Old vaſſals to their ladies regent, 

To give the cheats the eldeſt hand 

In foul play, by the laws o' th' land, 
For which fo many a legal cuckold 


Has been run down in courts, and truckl'd : 


433 


600 
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e PART 111, 


A law that moſt unjuſtly yokes 61; 
All Johns of Stiles to Joans of Nokes, 
Without diſtinction of degree, 

Condition, age, or quality; 


Admits no pow'r of revocation, 
Nor valuable conſideration, eee e 


Nor writ of error, nor reverſe 


Of judgment paſt, for better or worſe; 
Will not allow the privileges | 


That beggars challenge under hedges, _ 
Who, when they're griev'd, can make dead horſes 
Their ſpiritual judges of divorces; 5 
While nothing elſe but rem in re, 


Can ſet the proudeſt wretches free; 


A ſlavery beyond enduring, 
But that 'tis of their own procuring. 630 
As ſpiders never ſeek the fly, 


But leave him, of himſelf, t apply ; 


PART II. AN 1 
So men are by themſelves betray d. 
To quit the freedom they enjoy'd, 


And run their necks into a nooſe, 


They 'd break 'em after to break looſe. 


Have done the feat themſelves by art. 
Like Indian widows, gone to bed 

In flaming curtains to the dead : 

And men as often dangled for t, 
And yet will never leave the ſport. 
Nor do the ladies want excuſe 
For all the ſtratagems they uſe, 

To gain th' advantage of the ſet, 


For as a Pythagorean foul 
Runs thro' all beaſts, and fiſh, * fowl, 
And has a ſmack of evry one, 


So love does, and has ever done; 


As ſome, whom death would not depart, 


And lurch the amorous rook and cheat. 
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Q 


And therefore, tho' tis ne'er ſo fond, 
Takes ſtrangely to the vagabond. 


Tis but an ague that 's reverſt, 
Whoſe hot fit takes the patient firſt, 


7 


655 


That after burns with cold as much 


As iron in Greenland does the touch; 


Melts in the furnace of deſire, 
Like glaſs, that's but the ice of fire; 


And when his heat of fancy s over, 


660 


Becomes as hard and frail a lover 


And prim'd and cock'd by Miſs or Madam, 


The ſmalleſt ſparkle of an eye 


For when he's with love-powder laden, 
Gives fire to his artillery, 


665 


And off the loud oaths go, but, while 


They're in the very act, recoil 
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And widows, who have try'd one lover, 


437 


Truſt none again till they ve made over; 670 


Or if they do, before they marry, 


The foxes weigh the geeſe they carry; 


And ere they venture o'er a ſtream, 


Know how to ſize themſelves, and them. 


Whence wittieſt ladies always chooſe 
To undertake the heavieſt gooſe : 
That few of either ſex dare marry, 
But rather truſt on tick t' amours, 
The croſs and pile for better or worſe ; 
A mode that is held honourable, 
As well as French, and faſhionable : 
For when it falls out for the beſt, 
Where both are incommoded leaſt, 
In ſoul and body two unite, 

To make up one hermaphrodite, 
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', when their heroes ſpouſe the dames, 
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For then their late attracts decl 
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CANTO l. 


NO 


ke Philip and Mary on a 
The natural effect of love, 


1 


4 


By th' yellow mantos of the bride. 
For jealouſy 1s but a kind 
As other flames and aches prove 


Of clap and grincam of the mind, 


* 


Still amorous, and fond, and billing, 
They ve more punctilios and capriches 
Between the petticoat and breeches, 
We hear no more of charms and flames 
And turn as eager as prick'd wine ; 
And all their catterwauling tricks, 

In earneſt to as jealous piques, 


More petulant extravagances, 
Than poets make 


Tho 
Which th anc 
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But all the miſchief is, the doubt 

On whoſe account they firſt broke out ; 

For tho' Chineſes go to bed, 

And lie- in in their ladies ſtead, 

And, for the pains they took before, 

Are nurs'd and pamper'd to do more ; 

Our green«men do it worſe, when th hap 

To fall in labour of a clap; 

Both lay the child to one another, 

But who's the father, who the mother, 

is hard to fay in multitudes, 

Or who imported the French goods. 
But health and ſickneſs b'ing all one, 
Which both engag'd before to own, 

And are not with their bodies bound 

To worſhip, only when they're ſound, 

Both give and take their equal ſhares 

Of all they ſuffer by falſe wares ; 
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Until the wretch is glad to wave 

His lawful right, and turn her ſlave; 

Finds all his having and his holding 

Reduc'd t eternal noiſe and ſcolding; 

The conjugal petard, that tears 745 

Down all portcullices of ears, 

And makes the volly of one tongue 

For all their leathern ſhields too ſtrong ; 

When only arm'd with noiſe and nails, 

The female ſilkworms ride the males, 5 

Transform em into rams and goats, 

Like Syrens, with their charming notes; 

Sweet as a ſcreech-owl's ſerenade, 

Or thoſe enchanting murmurs made 

By th' huſband mandrake, and the wife, 755 

Both bury'd, like themſelves, alive. 
Quoth he, theſe reaſons are but ſtrains 


Of wanton, over-heated brains, 
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W hich ralliers in their wit or drink 


Do rather wheedle with, than think. 
Man was not man 1n paradiſe, 
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Until he was created twice, 


And had his better half, his bride, 


* 


Carv'd from th original, his fide, 


T' amend h 


— 


is natural defects, 


= 


And perfect his recruited ſex ; 


Enlarge his breed, at once, and leſſen 


5 


The pains and labour of increaſing, 
By changing them for other cares, 
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As by his dry'd-up paps appears. 


His body, that ſtupendous frame, 
Of all the world the anagram, 


775 


Is of two equal parts compact, 
In ſhape and ſymmetry exact, 


Of which the left and female ſide 


he manly right A bride, 


Is to t 
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Both join'd together with ſuch art, 

That nothing elſe but death can part. 

Thoſe heav'nly attracts of your's, your eyes, 
And face, that all the world ſurpriſe, 780 
That dazzle all that look upon ye, 

And ſcorch all other ladies tawny; 

Thoſe raviſhing and charming graces, 

Are all made up of two half faces 

That, in a mathematic line, 785 
Like thoſe in other heav'ns, Join ; 

Of which, if either grew alone, 

Twould fright as much to look upon: 

And ſo would that ſweet bud, your lip. 
Without the other's fellowſhip. 790 
Our nobleſt ſenſes act by pairs, 


Two eyes to ſee, to hear two ears ; 
Th' intelligencers of the mind, 
To wait upon the foul deſign d: 
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And ſo are all the works of nature, 
, NOT err 
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CANTO J. 
Stamp'd with her ſignature on matter; 
And thoſe that take their rules from her 


Which all her creatures, to a leaf, 


The world is but two parts, that meet 
Or ſmalleſt blade of graſs 


And cloſe at th equinoctial fit; 
But pawns of children, and a wife ? 


How entirely marriage 1s her care, 
The only method that ſhe uſes, 
In all the wonders ſhe produces ; 
For what ſecures the civil life, 
That lie, like hoſtages, at ſtake, 
To pay for all men undertake; 


But thoſe that ſerve the body alone, 
All which ſufficiently declare 


Are ſingle and confin d to one. 
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PART III. 


GANTO I. 


To whom it is as neceſſary, 

As to be born and breathe, to marry; 
So univerſal, all mankind 

In nothing elſe is of one mind : 
For in what ſtupid age, or nation, 
Was marriage ever out of faſhion ? 
Unleſs among the Amazons, : 
Or cloiſter'd friars and veſtal nuns, 
Or ſtoicks, who, to bar the freaks 
And looſe exceſſes of the ſex, 
Prepoſt'rouſſy would have all women 


Turn'd up to all the world in common; 
Tho' men would find ſuch mortal feuds 


In ſharing of their public goods, 
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815 
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3825 


Twould put them to more charge of lives, 


Than th' are fupply'd with now by wives; 


Until they graze and wear their clothes, 


As beaſts do, of their native growths : 


830 
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Could claim no right to lands or rents, 


Will not ſufhce to ſerve their turns. 
For what can we pretend t inherit, 
Unleſs the marriage-deed will bear it? 


For ſimple wearing of their horns 


835 


parents' ſettlements 


. 
9 


Had been but younger ſons o th earth, 
Debarr'd it all, but for our birth. 


But for our 


What honours, or eſtates of peers, 
Could be preſerv'd but by their heirs ? 


840 


ity maintains 


And what ſecur 


Their right and title, but the bans ? 
What crowns could be hereditary, 


845 


If greateſt monarchs did not marry, 
And with their conſorts conſummate 


Their weightieſt intereſts of ſtate ? 


For all th' amours of princes are 
But guarantees of peace or war. 
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Or what but marriage has a charm, 

The rage of empires to diſarm ? 

Make blood and deſdlation ceaſe, 

And fire and ſword unite in peace, 
When all their fierce conteſts for forage 
Conclude in articles of marriage? 

Nor does the genial bed provide 

Leſs for the int'reſts of the bride, 
Who elſe had not the leaſt pretence 

T' as much as due benevolence ; 

Could no more title take upon her 

To virtue, quality, and honour, 

: Than ladies errant unconfin'd, 

And feme-coverts t' all mankind. 
All women would be of one piece, 
Ihe virtuous matron, and the miſs : 
The nymphs of chaſte Diana's tram, 


1 The ſame with thoſe in Lewkner's-lane, 
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But for the diff rence marriage makes 
Twixt wives and ladies of the lakes 
Beſides, the joys of place and birth, 


The ſex's paradiſe on earth, 
A privilege ſo ſacred held, 


870 
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That none will to their mothers yield 


But rather than not go before, 
Abandon heaven at the door 


875 


And if th' indulgent law allows 


A greater freedom to the ſpouſe, 
The reaſon is, becauſe the wife 
Runs greater hazards of her lite ; 

Is truſted with the form and matter 
Of all manki 


880 
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1 


nd, by careful Nature, 
Where man brings nothing but the ſtuff 


She frames the wond'rous fabric of; 


Who therefore, in a ſtrait, may freely 
Demand the clergy of her belly, 
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And make it ſave her the fame way 

It ſeldom miſſes to betray ; 

Unleſs both parties wiſely enter 

Into the liturgy- indenture. 

And tho' ſome fits of ſmall conteſt 
Sometimes fall out among the beſt, 
That is no more than ev'ry lover 
Does from his hackney lady ſuffer ; 
That makes no breach of faith and love, 


But rather, ſometimes, ſerves t' improve ; 


For as, in running, ev'ry pace 

Is but between two legs a race, 

In which both do their uttermoſt 

To get before, and win the poſt ; 

_ Yet when they re at their race's ends, 
They're ſtill as kind and conſtant friends, 

And, to relieve their wearineſs, #45 


By turns give one another eaſe ; 
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So all thoſe falſe alarms of ſtrife 


Between the huſband and the wife, 
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And little quarrels often prove 


— TOES "FED — - — — — 
— 8 a O n 1 — 
T ————. . ̃ ̃ .... —ñ—ñ— 


ä — — nn 


When thoſe who 're always kind or coy, 
In time muſt either tire or cloy. - 
Nor are their loudeſt clamours more 


To be but new recruits of love ; 
Than as they re reliſh'd, ſweet or ſour ; 


910 


Like muſic, that proves bad or good, 
In all amours a lover burns 


According as 'tis underſtood. 


With frowns, as well as ſmiles, b 


oy 
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y turns 


- 


And hearts have been as oft with ſullen, 


915 
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As charming looks, ſurpris'd and ſtolen 


Then why ſhould more bewitching clamour 
Some lovers not as much enamour ? 
For diſcords make the ſweeteſt airs, 
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And curſes are a kind of pray'rs; 
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Too ſlight alloys for all thoſe granld 
Felicities by marriage gain d: 

For nothing elſe has pow'r to ſettle 
Th intereſts of love perpetual : 
An act and deed that makes one heart 
Become another's counterpart, 

And paſles fines on faith and love, 
InrolF'd and regiſter d above. 

To ſeal the ſlippery knots of vows, 


Which nothing elſe but death can looſe. 


And what ſecurity s too ſtrong 


To guard that gentle heart from wrong, 


That to its friend is glad to paſs 

Itſelf away, and all it has, 

And, like an anchorite; gives over 

This world, for th heav'n of a lover ? 
1 grant, quoth ſhe, there are ſome few 

Who take that courſe, and find it true : 
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To heav'n b' another way, repentance. 


Love's arrows are but {hot at rovers, 
Tho' all they hit they turn to lovers, 


9 


And all the weighty conſequents 
Depend upon more blind events: 


Than gameſters, when they play a ſet 


945 


ing at piquet 


+» 


With greateſt cunn 


Put out with caution, but take i 


They know not what, unſight, unſeen. 


For what do lover S, when they'r E faſt 


In one another's arms embrac d, 
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Their fortunes ! the perpetual aims 
Of all their ecſtaſies and flames. 

For when the money 's on the book, 
And all my worldly goods—but ſpoke, 960 
The formal livery and ſeifin 

That puts a lover in poſſeſſion; 

To that alone the bridegroom 's wedded, 
The bride a flam that's ſuperſeded: 
To that their faith is ſtill made good. 965 
And all the oaths to us they vow'd; . 
For when we once reſign our pow'rs, 

We 've nothing left we can call ours : 

Our money 's now become the miſs 

Of all your lives and ſervices ; > 946 
And we forſaken and poſtpon'd, 

But bawds to what before we own'd : 

Which, as it made y at firſt gallant us, 


So now hires others to ſupplant us, 
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for new amours. 


Ir proj 
And for her own deſtruction fines ; 
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When, the more lady ſhe's of manors, 
She 's but expos'd to more trepanners, 


Until 'tis all turn d out of doors, 
Pays for the 


As we had been, 
By being born to lordſhips get? 


For what did ever heireſs yet, 


454 


r ST {I ns 
k 3 — — — — — —— ee —— —ͤ— 


.. et IEC - — — x 
2820 A ID DR Renta; PIO a . 


ects and deſigns, 


And does but tempt them with her riches, 
To uſe her as the dev'l does witches, 


Who takes it for a ſpecial grace, 


985 


To be their cully for a ſpace, 


That, when the time 's expir d, the drazels 


ſſals 


So ſhe, bewitch'd by rooks and ſpirits, 


- 


For ever may become his va 


990 


Betrays herſelf, and all ſh' inherits ; 


Is bought and fold, like ſtolen goods, 
By pimps, and matchmakers, and bawds ; 
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Until they force her to convey, 1 
And ſteal the thief himſelf away. | 


Theſe are the everlaſting truits 995 


Of all your paſſionate love-ſuits, 

Th' effects of all your am'rous fancies, 

To portions and inheritances; 

Your love-ſick raptures for fruition 

Of dowry, jointure, and tuition; 1000 
To which you make addreſs and courtſhip, 
And with your bodies ſtrive to worſhip, 

That th' infant's fortunes may partake 

Of love too, for the mother's ſake. 

For theſe you play at purpoſes, 100g 
And love your loves with A's and B's; 

For theſe at Beſte and L'Ombre woo, 


And play for love and money too; 
Strive who {hall be the ableſt man 


At right gallanting of a tan - 1010 
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CANTO L 
And when you have more debts to pay 
Than Michaelmas and Lady-day, 
And charge us with your wounds and pain ; 
Have charm'd your noſes with, and ſhins ; 


And no way poſſibly to do't 
Act o'er your flames and darts again, 


T' our queſtion and command new garters ; 
But in the art of love is made : 

But love and oaths, and reſtleſs ſuit, 

Of all your cully'd paſt amours ; 

Which other's influences long ſince 


And who the moſt genteelly bred 
And ſolidly diſcourſe upon 


At ſucking of a vizard-bead : 
For there's no myſtery nor trade, 


How beſt t' accoſt us in all quarters, 
To us y' apply, to pay the ſcores 


All ſorts of dreſſes pro and con 
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For which the ſurgeon is unpaid- 

And like to be, without our aid. 1400 
Lord ! what an am'rous thing is want! 

How debts and mortgages enchant ! 

What graces muſt that lady have, 

That can from executions ſave ! 
What charms, that can reverſe extent, 10 35 
And null decree and exigent! 

What magical attracts, and graces, 

That can redeem. from ſcire facias ! 

From bonds and ſtatutes: can diſcharge, 

And from contempts of courts enlarge 1040 
Theſe are the higheſt excellencies 

Of all your true or falſe pretences ; 

And you would: damn yourſelves, and wear 
As much t an hoſteſs dowager, 
Grown fat and purſy by retail 1045 
Of pots of beer and bottled ale. 
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Which Hudibras, as if they d been, 


Beſtow'd as freely on his ſkin, 


Expounding by his inward light, 


1060 


Or rather more prophetic fright, 
To be the wizard come to ſearch, 


And take h 


in the lurch, 


im napping 


Turn'd pale as aſhes, or a clout, 


But why, or wherefore, is a doubt 
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For men will tremble, and turn paler, 1065 
With too much, or too little valou. 


His heart laid on, as if it try'd 


Io force a paſſage thro' his ſide, 


Impatient, as he vow'd, to wait em, 


And therefore beat, and laid about. 


To find a cranny to creep out. 


But ſhe, who ſaw in what a taking 
The Knight was by his furious quaking, 
Undaunted cry'd, courage, Sir Knight, 1075 


Know I'm reſolv'd to break no rite 
Of hoſpitality t a ſtranger ; 


But, to ſecure you out of danger, 
Will here myſelf ſtand ſentinel, 
Jo guard this paſs gainſt Sidrophel: 1080 


Women, you know, do ſeldom fail 
To make the ſtouteſt men turn tail, 
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But rather poſt himſelf, to ſerve 
The lady for a freſh reſerve. 
His duty was not to diſpute; ; = 
But what ſhe'd order'd execute ; 
Which he reſoly'd in haſte t' obey, 


And therefore ſtoutly march'd.away, 


And all h' encounter'd fell upon, 
Tho! in the dark, and all alone 
Till fear, that braver feats performs 
Than ever courage dar d in arms, 
Had drawn him up before a paſs, 
To ſtand upon his guard, and face; 
This he courageouſſy invaded. 
And, having enter d, barricado'd ; 
Enſconc'd himſelf as formidable 
As could be, underneath a table; 
Where he lay down in ambuſh cloſe, 
I' expect th arrival of his toes. 
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Few minutes he had lain perdue, 
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To guard his deſp'rate avenue, 
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With which impatiently alarm'd, 
He fancy'd th' enemy had ſtorm'd, 


And after ent'ring, Sidrophel 


Was fall'n upon the guards pellmell ; 
He therefore ſent out all his ſenſes 


To bring h 
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Mean while the foe beat up his quarters, 1135 


And ſtorm'd the outworks of his fortreſs; 
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And as another of the ſame 

Degree and party, in arms and fame, 

That in the ſame cauſe had engag'd, 

And war with equal conduct wag d. 1140 
By vent ring only but to thruſt of 
His head a ſpan beyond his poſt, 

B' a gen'ral of the cavaliers 

Was dragg'd thro' a window by the ears : 

So he was ſervd in his redoubt, 1143 
And by the other end pull'd out. 

Soon as they had him at their mercy, 
They put him to the cudgel fiercely, 

As if they ſeorn'd to trade and barter, 

By giving, or by taking quarter: 1150 
They ſtoutly on his quarters laid, 
Until his ſcouts came in t' his aid: 
For when a man is paſt his ſenſe, 


There 's no way to reduce him thence, 
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For if we catch thee failing once, 


'Twill fall the heavier on thy bones. | 


And filch the lady': s heart * 

To ſpirit her to matrimony ?— 

That which contracts all matches, money. 
It was th' enchantment of her riches, 
That made m' apply t your crony witches; 
That in return would pay th' expenſe, 

The wear and tear of conſcience, 

Which I could have patch' d up, and turn'd, 
For th' hundredth part of what I earn'd. 
Didſt thou not love her then ? ſpeak true. 
No more, quoth he, than I love vou.— 


Firſt turn'd her up to alimony, 
And laid her dowry out in law, 


ma „ 465 


What made thee venture to betray, 41175 


How wouldſt thou've us'd her andher money? 


To null her jointure with a flaw, 1190 
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Which I beforehand had agreed : 


I' have put, on purpoſe, in the deed, 


And bar her widow's-making-over | 
T a friend in truſt, or private lover. 
What made thee pick and chuſe her out 
T employ their ſorceries about ?— 
That which makes gameſters play with thoſe 
Who have leaſt wit, and moſt to loſe. 
But didſt thou ſcourge thy veſſel * 


As thou haſt damn d thyſelf to us — 1200 


I ſee you take me for an aſs : 


Tis true, I thought the trick would paſs, 
Upon a woman, well enough, 
As tt has been often found by proof 


Whoſe humours are not to be won 12095 


But when they are impos d upon; 


For love approves of all they do 
That ſtand for candidates, and woo. 
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PART III. CANTO'IL. 7 


Why didſt thou forge thoſe ſhameful lies 

Of bears and witches in diſguiſe— 44210 
| That is no more than authors give 
The rabble credit to believe ; 
A trick of following the leaders, 
To entertain their gentle readers ; 
And we have now no other may: 1215 
Ol paſſing all we do or ſay ; 
Which, when 'tis natural and true, 
Will be believ'd b' a very few, 
Beſide the danger of offence, 


The fatal enemy of ſenſe. 420 
Why didſt thou chuſe that curſed ſin, 
Hypocriſy, to ſet up in * 

Becauſe it is the thriving'ſt calling, 
The only ſaints' bell that rings all in; 
In which all churches are concern'd, 1225 


And is the eaſieſt to be learn'd : 


0 
468 CANTO L ear m. 
es, unleſs th employ t, 

Can ever gain much, or enjoy 't : 
A gift that is not only able 
To domineer among the rabble, jel 1230 
But by the laws empower'd to rout, W 
And awe the greateſt that ſtand out; 
Which few hold forth againſt, for fear 
Their hands ſhould flip, and come too near; 

3 For no ſin elſe, among the faints. 1235 

= Is taught ſo tenderly againſt. 


What made thee break thy plighted als 
That which makes others break a houſe, 
And hang, and ſcorn ye all, before 
Endure the plague of being poor. 7+ algo 
Quoth he, I ſee you have more tricks 
Than all our doting politics, 1 
That are grown old and out of faſhion, 
Compar'd with your new reformation ; 


PART III. CANTO I. hn 469 


That we muſt come to ſchool to you. 1243 
To learn your more refin'd and new. 

Quoth he, if you will give me leave 

To tell you what I now perceive, 

You 'Il find yourſelf an errant chouſe, 
If y were but at a Meeting-houſe. 1250 
"Tis true, quoth he, we ne'er come there, 
Becauſe w' have let em out by th' year. 
Truly, quoth he, you can't imagine 


What wond'rous things they will engage in; 
That as your fellow-fiends in hell 411363 
Were angels all before they fell, 


So are you like to be agen 


Compar d with th angels of us men. | | 

Quoth he, I am reſolv'd to be . 1 | 
Thy ſcholar in this myſtery ; e il 
And therefore firſt deſire to know = 
Some principles on which you go. 8 . = 


— 
— —— 
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470 PPP 
What makes a knave a child of God, 

And one of us ?—A livelihood. | 

What renders beating out of brains, 1265 

And murder, godlineſs !—Great gains. 

| What's tender conſcience ?—Tis a botch 


That will not bear the gentleſt touch; 
But, breaking out, diſpatches more 


Than th' epidemical'ſt plague-ſore. 1270. 
What makes y encroach upon our trade, 


And damn all others: To be paid. 


| What's orthodox and true believing 
Againſt a conſcience ?!—A good living; 
What makes rebelling againſt Rs 
A good old cauſe ?—Adminiſtrings. 

What makes all doctrines plain and clear ? 
Ahout two hundred pounds a year. 


1275 


And that which was prov'd true before, 


Prove falſe again Two hundred more. 1280 
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What makes the breaking of all oaths 
A holy duty ?—Food and clothes. 
What laws and freedom, perſecution ?— 
Bing out of power, and contribution. 
What makes a church a den of thieves ?— 
A dean and chapter, and white ſleeves. 
And what would ſerve, if thoſe were gone, 
To make it orthodox : Our own. 
What makes morality a crime, 
The moſt notorious of the tige; 1290 
Morality, which both the ſaints FT 
And wicked too, cry out againſt ?!— 
Cauſe grace and virtue are within 


Prohibited degrees of kin; 


And therefore no true ſaint allowVs 1295 


They ſhall be ſuffer d to eſpouſe: 
For ſaints can need no conſcience, 


That with morality diſpenſe; 
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As virtue 's impious, when tis rooted 
In nature only, and not imputed : 100 
But why the wicked ſhould do ſo . 
We neither know, nor care to do. 

What's liberty of conſcience, 

T th' natural and genuine fenfe ?t— _ 
Iis to reſtore with more ſecurity, ' 4305. 

Rebellion to its ancient purity; £1 
And chriſtian liberty reduce 

To th elder practice of the Jews; 


For a large conſcience is all one, 


And ſignifies the ſame with none. 1310 
It is enough, quoth he, for once, | 
And has repriev'd thy forfeit bones: 
Nick Machiavel had ner a trick, 
Tho' he gave his name to our old Nick, | 
But was below the leaſt of theſe, 1315 
That paſs i' th' world for holineſs. 04 
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This ſaid, the furies and the lighgnt 
In th inſtant vaniſh'd out of ſight. 3 
And left him in the dark alone, 

With ſtinks of brimſtone and his own. 1320 
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The queen of night, whoſe large command 
Rules all the ſea, and half the land. 
And over moiſt and crazy brains, 


In high ſpring-tides, at midnight reigns. 


Was now declining to the weſt, 1325 
To go to bed and take her reſt; bref 
When Hudibras, whoſe ſtubborn blows 

Deny'd his bones that ſoft repoſe, 

Lay ſtill expecting worſe and more, 

Stretch'd out at length upon the floor; 1330 
And tho' he ſhut his eyes as faſt 

As if he ad been to ſleep his laſt, 

Saw all the ſhapes that fear or wizards, 
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Of cruel and hard-wooded drubs? 


Which now thou art deny'd to keep, 


And pricking up his ears, to harx 1338 
If he could hear, too, in the idark, 
Was firſt invaded with a groan, 
And after, in a feeble tone, Lo tis 
Theſe trembling words: L nhappy wretch, 
What haſt thou gotten by this fetch, 1940 
Or all thy tricks, in this new trade, 
Thy holy brotherhood o th blade? 
By faunt'ring ſtill on ſome adventure, 
And growing to thy horſe a Centaur? 
To ſtuff thy {kin with ſwelling knobs 1343 


For ſtill thou aſt had the worſt on t yet, 
As well in conqueſt as defeat: 
Night is the Sabbath of mankind, 
To reſt the body and the mind. we 


And cure thy labour'd corps with ſleep. 


pART II. CANTO LS Xx 


The Knight; who heard the words, explain' a 


As meant to him this reprimand, n 
Becauſe the character did hit 1355 
Point-blank upon his caſe fo fit ; 
Believ'd it was ſome drolling ſpright 
That ſtaid upon the guard that night, 
And one of thoſe he ad ſeen, and felt 
The drubs he had fo freely dealt; 136 
When, after a ſhort pauſe and groan, 
The doleful Spirit thus went on: 

This tis t' engage with dogs and bears 
Pellmell together by the ears, 
And after painful bangs and knocks, 1365 
To lie in limbo in the ſtocks, 
And from the pinnacle of glory 
Fall headlong into purgatory ; | 
Thought he, this devil 's full of malice; 


That on my late difaſters rallies, 1370 


— 
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Coridemw'S' to whipping, but declin di it, 
By being more heroic- minded; 
And at a riding handled wo 
With treats more ſlovenly and coarſe; 
Engag' d with fiends in ſtubborn wars, 4675 
And hot diſputes with conjurers : 
And, when thou adſt bravely won the * 
Waſt fain to ſteal thyſelf away. 
Ie. thought he, this ſhameleſs elf 


Would fain ſteal me too from myſelf, 1380 


That impudently dares to wn 

What I have ſuffer d for and done; 

And now, but vent ring to betray, 

Haſt met with vengeance the ſame way. 
Thought he, how does the devil know 13835 

What 'twas that I deſign d to do ? 


His office of intelligence, 


His oracles, are ceas'd long ſince ; 
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And he knows nothing of the ſaints, 
But what ſome treach'rous ſpy acquaints, 1390 
This is ſome pettifogging fiend, 5 
Some under doorkeeper s friend 8 Sin 
That undertakes to underſtand. 
And juggles at the ſecond-hand, 8 5 
And now would paſs for ſpirit Po, 1395 
And all men's dark concerns foreknow. 
I think I need not fear him for t; 
Theſe rallying devils do no hurt. 
With that he rous'd his drooping heart, 
And haſtily cry'd out, What art? 140 
A wretch, quoth he, whom want of grace - 
Has brought to this unhappy place. 
I do believe thee, quoth the Knight; 
Thus far I'm ſure thou 'rt in the right: 
And know what 'tis that troubles thee, 1405 
Better than thou haſt gueſs'd of me. 


478 — CANTO "8 PART It. 


Thou art fonie. paltry; — pright. 
Condemi d to drudg ry in the night ; | 
Thou haſt no work. to do in th houſe; . 
Nor halfpenny to drop in ſhoes ; . 
Without the raiſing of which fur | 

_ You dare not be fo. troubleſome 

Jo pinch the llatterns black and blue, b 

For leaving you their work to do. 


This is your bus'neſs, good Pug-Robin, 1415 
And your diverſion dull dry bobbing; 
T entice fanatics in the dirt, 

And waſh em clean in ditches fort; 
Of which conceit you are ſo proud, 
At evry jeſt you laugh aloud; + a 
As now you would have done by me, 
But that I barr'd your raillery. 

Sir, quoth the Voice; ye re no ſuch phy 


As you would have the world judge of ye. 
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If you deſign to weigh our talen 1425 
T th' ſtandard of your own falſe balance, 


— 


Or think it poſſible to know 
Us ghoſts, as well as we do you, 
We who have been the everlaſting 


Companions of your drubs and baſting, 1430 


And never left you in conteſt. 
With male or female, man or beaſt, 
But provd as true t ye, and entire, 
In all adventures as your ſquire. 


Quoth he, That may be ſaid as true 1435 


By th' idleſt pug of all your crew: 


For none could have betray'd us worſe 


Than thoſe allies of ours and yours. 
But I have ſent him for a token 


To your low-country Hogen-Mogen, 1440 
To whoſe infernal ſhores I hope 
He il fwing like ſkippers in a rope: 
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W 


And if ye ve been more juſt to me 
As I am apt to think, than he, 
I am afraid it is as true 1445 
What th' ill- affected ſay of you: Je 
Ye ve ſpous d the covenant and cauſe, 
By holding up your cloven paws. 

Sir, quoth the voice, tis true, 1 grant, 
We made, and took the covenant : 1450 
But that no more concerns the cauſe, 
Than dther perſries do the laws, 
Which, when they re prov'd in open court, 
Wear wooden peccadillos for it: 
And that's the reaſon covnanters 1455 


Hold up their hands, like rogues at bars. 


I ſee, quoth Hudibras, from whence 

Theſe ſcandals of the ſaints commence, 
That are but natural effects 
Of Satan's malice, and his ſets, 13460 
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Thoſe * that i: * threads 1 
Spun out o th“ entrails of their heads. 


Sir, quoth the voice, that may as true 


I And properly be ſaid of you, by: dart; 
: Whoſe talents may compare with ker, 11 

Or both the other put together 8 

For all the Independents do, 


Is only what you forc'd'em to; 

You, who are not content alone 

With tricks to put the devil down, 1470 
But muſt have armies rais'd to back W 
The goſpel-work you undertake; [| | 
As if artillery and edge-tools, 5 i 
Were th' only engines to fave ſouls : 
While he, poor devil, has no powr, 147; 


By force, to run down and devour ; 5 4 


Has ne'er a claſſis, cannot ſentence _ 2 8 


To ſtools, or poundage of repentance ; 


482 


Is ty d up only to deſign 

T entice, and tempt, and undermine : 
In which you all his arts outdo, 

And prove yourſelves his betters too. 


Hence tis poſſeſſions do leſs evil 
Than mere temptations of the devil, 


Which, all the horrid'ſt actions done, 


Are charg d in courts of law upon; 


Becauſe, unleſs they help the elf, 


He can do little of himſelf; 5 
And, therefore, where he 's beſt poſſeſt 


Acts moſt againſt his intereſt ; 


Surpriſes none but thoſe who 've prieſts 


To turn him out, and exorciſts, 


Supply'd with fpiritual proviſion, 


And magazines of ammunition ; 


With croſles, relics, cructhxes, 


Beads, pictures, roſaries, and pixes; 
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1480 


1485 


140 


1495 


nr AN 0 1. 


The tools of working our ſalvation 
By mere mechanic operation: 

With holy water, like a fluice, 
To overflow all avenues: | 
But thoſe who 're utterly unarm'd, 
T oppoſe his entrance, if he ftorm'd, 
He never offers to ſurpriſe, + 
Altho' his falſeſt enemies; 

But is content to be their drudge, 
And on their errands glad to trudge : 
For where are all your forfeitures 
Entruſted in ſafe hands, but ours ? 
Who are but jailers of the holes 


And dungeons where you clap up ſouls ; 


Like underkeepers, turn the keys, 
T' your mittimus anathemas, 
And never bogle to reſtore 
The members you deliver o'er 
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l gt Upon demand, with fairer juſtice, 14: tf 
Than all your covenanting Truſtees 

1 Unleſs, to puniſh them the worſe, ! 

. ; You put them in the ſecular powers, 

q „„ Apr ſouls, as ſome demiſe 

1 Ihe ſame eſtate in mortgage twice: 1520 

When to a legal utlegation 


You turn your excommunication, 
ll And, for a groat unpaid that's due, 


1 Diſtrain on ſoul and body too. 
Thought he, tis no mean part of * 1625 
| State-prudence to cajole the devil, 


il And not to handle him too rough, 
Wl When he has us in his cloven hoof. 
"Tis true, quoth he, that intercourſe 


| 3 HA as paſs' d between your friends and ours, 1580 
| | : | 


. That, as you truſt us, in our way, 


To raiſe your members, and to lay, 


PART- III. CANTO L 


Me ſend you others of our own, ©. 
Denounc'd to hang . or drown, 
Or, frighted with our oratory, 
To leap down headlong many a 4 5 


Have us d all means to propagate 

Your mighty intereſts of ſtate, 

Laid out our ſp ritual gifts to further 
Your great deſigns of rage and murther : 
For if the ſaints are nam'd from blood, 
We onl have made that title good; 
And, if it were but in our power, 

We ſhould not ſcruple to do more, 
And not be half a ſoul behind 

Of all Diſſenters of mankind. 


Right, quoth the voice, and, as I ſcorn 


To be ungrateful, in return 
Of all thoſe kind good offices, 
I' free you out of this diſtreſs, 


485 


1535. 


15 40 


1545 


1550 


A. 


In danger of relapſe to worſe, 
Came in t' aſſiſt him with its aid, 
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And ſet you down in ſafety, where 

It is no time to tell you here. 

The cock crows, and the morn bai on, 

When tis decreed I muſt be gone; 

And if I leave you here till day, 1555 

You'll find it hard to get a wayyx. 
With that the ſpirit grop'd about 


To find th' enchanted hero out, 


And try'd with haſte to lift him up, 
But found his forlorn hope, his crup; «566 


1 VUnſerviceable with kicks and blows, 
Receivd from harden'd-hearted foes. 


He thought to drag him by the heels, 


Like Greſham-carts; with legs for wheels; 


But fear, that ſooneſt cures thoſe ſores, 


1565 


And up his ſinking veſſel weigh'd. 
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No ſooner was he fit to trudge, 
But both made ready to diſlodge ; 
The ſpirit hors'd him like a fack, 
Upon the vehicle his back, | 
And bore him headlong into th' hall, 
With ſome few rubs againſt the wall; 
Where, finding out the poſtern lock d, 
And th' avenues as ſtrongly block 'd. 
H' attack d the window, ſtorm'd the olaſs, ; 
And in a moment gain'd the paſs ; | . 
Thro which he dragg'd the worſted ſoldier's 
Fore-quarters out by th head and ſhoulders, | 
And cautiouſly began to ſcount 


1570 


1575 


To find their fellow-cattle out ; 


Nor was it half a minute's queſt, 

Ere he retriev'd the champion's beaſt, 
Ty'd to a pale, inſtead of rack, 

But ne' er a ſaddle on his back, 
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Nor piſtols at the ſaddle bow | 


Convey'd away, the lord knows how. 
He thought it was no time to ſtay, 


And let the night too ſteal away ; 


Upon the bare ridge, bolt upright, 
And, groping out for Ralpho's jade, 
He found the ſaddle too was ſtray d, 
And in the place a lump of ſoap, 
On which he ſpeedily leap'd up; 
And, turning to the gate the rein, 
He kick'd and cudgell'd on amain ; 
While Hudibras, with equal haſte, 
On both ſides laid about as taſt, 


And ſpurr'd, as jockies uſe, to break, 


Or padders to ſecure, a neck: 


1596 
But, in a trice, advanc'd the Knight 6.4 
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1600 


- 


Where let us leave 'em for a time, 
And to their churches turn our rhyme ; 


To hold forth their declining ſtate, 


Which now come near an even rate. 
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SECOND CANTO 


The Argument, 


The Saints engage in fierce conteſts 
About their carnal intereſts, 

To ſhare their ſacrilegious preys | 
According to their rates of grace + 


T heir various frenzies to reform, 


When Cromwell left them in a florm ; 
Tull, in th effige of Rumps, the rabble 
Burn all their grandees of the cabal. 
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PART II. 
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Ta 


\ 


So, ere e the ſtorm of war broke out, 7 


Religion ſpawn' d a various rout 


Of petulant capricious ſects, 


The maggots of corrupted texts, : 18 
That firſt run all religion down, 


| And after ev TY farm its own: 5 


For as the Perſian Magi once 
Upon their mothers got their ſons, 


That were incapable t enjoy 15 


That empire any other way; 
So Preſbyter begot the other 


Upon the good old cauſe, his 8 


That bore them like the devil s dam, 
Whoſe ſon and huſband are the ſame; 20 
And yet no nat'ral tie of blood, 
Nor int'reftifor their common good, 


Could, when their profits interfer'd, 
Get quarter for each other's beard-: 


rant = CANTO IL 495 


For when hop r d they never fadg d. 25 
But only by the ears engag'c d; 

Like dogs that ſnarl about a hows a 

And play together when they ve none; 

As by their trueſt characters, 

Their conſtant actions, plainly appears. 30 


Rebellion now began, for lack 
Of zeal and plunder, to grow flack; 
The cauſe and covenant to leſſen, 
And providence to b out of ſeaſon * 
For now there was no more to purchaſe 35 
O' th king s revenue, and the churches, 
But all divided, ſhar d, and gone, 
That us d to urge the brethren on ; 
Which forc'd the ſtubborn'ſt for the cauſe, 
To croſs the cudgels to the laws, 40 
That what by breaking them they ad gain d. 
By their ſupport might be maintain d; 


Like thiokes, that 3 ina VIPS ie, 0 
Secur'd againſt the hue-and-cry. * 
For preſpyter and independant 


Laid out their apoſtolic functions, 

On carnal orders and injunctions; 

And all their precious gifts and graces 
On outlawries and ſcire facias; 

At Michael's term had many a trial, 

Worſé than the Dragon and St. Michael, 
Where thouſands fell, in ſhape of fees, 
Into the bottomleſs abyſs. 


For when, like brethren, and like friends, 


They came to ſhare their dividends, 
And ev'ry partner to poſſeſs 

His church and ſtate joint-purchaſes, 
In which the ableſt faint, and beſt, 

Was nam'd in truſt by all the reſt, 


4 
Were now turn'd plaintiff and defendant, . 


55 


1 
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To pay their money, and inſtead 
Of ev'ry brother, paſs the deed; 
He ſtraight converted all his gifts 
To pious frauds and holy ſhifts, e 
And ſettled all the other ſhares 4 | 65 
Upon his outward man and 's heirs "= 
Held all they claim'd as forfeit lands 
Deliver'd up into his hands, 


And paſs d upon his conſcience 
By pre- entail of providen ce; 70 
Impeach'd the reſt for reprobates, 
That had no titles to eſtates, . 
But by their ſpiritual attaints 
Degraded from the right of ſaints. 
This b'ing reveal'd, they now begun 3 
With law and conſcience to fall on, 
And laid about as hot and brainſick 
As th' utter barriſter of Swanſwick; 
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Engag'd with money bags, as bold 


As men with ſand-bags did of old, 
That brought the lawyers in more fees 
Than all unſanctify' d truſtees; 

Till he who had no more to ſhow 


b th' caſe, receiv'd the overthrow : 


Or, both ſides having had the worſt, 
They parted as they met at firſt. 


Poor preſpyter was now reduc'd, 


Secluded, and caſhier d, and chous d! 


Turn'd out, and excommunicate 


From all affairs of church and ſtate, 
| Reform'd t a reformado faint, 
And glad to turn itinerant, 

To ſtroll and teach from town to town, 


And thoſe he had taught up, teach down, 


And make thoſe uſes ſerve agen 


Againſt the new-enlighten'd men, 


80 


90 


95 
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As fit as when at firſt they were 
Reveal'd againſt the cavalier ; 
Damn anabaptiſt and fanatic, 
As pat as popiſh and prelatic ; 
And with as little variation, 
To ſerve for any ſect i th nation. 


The good old cauſe, which ſome believe 


To be the dev] that tempted Eve: . 
With knowledge; and does ſtill invite 
The world to miſchief with new light, 
Had ſtore of money in her purſe, 
When he took her for better or worſe, 


But now was grown deform'd and poor, 


And fit to be turnꝰd out of door. 
The independents, whoſe firſt ſtation 

Was in the rear of reformation, 

A mongrel kind of enn a 


That ſerv'd for horſe and foot at once, 
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And in the ſaddle of one ſteed 1135 


The ſaracen and chriſtian rid; 


Were free of ev'ry ſpiritual order, 
To preach, and fight, and pray, and murder, 
No ſooner got the ſtart, to lurch 5 
Both diſciplines of war and church, 120 
And providence enough to run 5 
The chief commanders of them down, 

But carry d on the war againſt 
The common enemy o th' ſaints, 3 
And in a while prevail'd ſo far, 125 
To win of them the game of war, | 
And be at liberty once more 

T' attack themſelves as they ad before. 

For now there was no foe in arms 

T' unite their factions with alarms, 130 
Bur all reduc'd and overcome, 


Except their worſt, themſelves at home, 


een 0 


Who ad compaſs'd all th" pray'd, and ſwore, 
And fought, and preach'd, and plunder'd for, 
Subdu'd the nation, church, and ſtate, 135 
And all things but their laws and hate; 
But when they came to treat and tranſact, 
And ſhare the ſpoil of all they 'ad ranſackt, 
To botch up what they ad torn and rent, 
Religion and the government, 140 
They met no ſooner, but prepar'd, 

To pull down all the war had fpar'd; 

Agreed in nothing, but t' aboliſh, 

Subvert, extirpate, and demoliſh : 

For knaves and fools b'ing near of kin, 14; 
As Dutch boors are t' a ſooterkin, 

Both parties join'd to do their beſt 

To damn the public intereſt, 

And herded only in conſults, | 

To put by one another's bolts; . 50 
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T outcant the Babylonian labourers, 


—_ 


At all their dialects of jabberers, 
And tug at both ends of the ſaw, 
To tear down government and law. 
For as two cheats, that play one game, 
Are both defeated of their aim; 

So thoſe who play a game of ſtate, 


And only cavil in debate, 


Altho' there 's nothing loſt nor won, 
The public bus'neſs is undone, 
Which till the longer tis in doing, 


Becomes the ſurer way to ruin. 


This when the royaliſts perceiv'd, 
Who to their faith as firmly cleav'd, 


And own'd the right they had paid down 


8o dearly for, the church and crown, 
ITh' united conſtanter, and ſided 


The more, the more their foes divident-: 


| 
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165 
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For tho outnumber'd, overthrown, f 
And by the fate of war run down, 1470 
Their duty never was defeated, 
Nor from their oaths and faith retreated ; 
For loyalty 1 is {till the ſame, 
Whether it win or loſe the game 
True as the dial to the ſun, ö 
Altho it be not ſhin'd upon. 
But when theſe bretheren in evil, 
Their adverſaries, and the devil, 
Began once more to ſhew them play, 


And hopes, at leaſt, to have a day, 280 


They rally'd in parades of woods, 
And unfrequented ſolitudes; 
Conven'd at midnight in outhouſes, 


T' appoint new riſing rendezvouſes, 


And, with a pertinacy unmatch'd, 185 
For new recruits of danger watch'd. 
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No ſooner was one blow diverted, 

But up another party ſtarted, 

And as if nature too, in haſte, | 

To furniſh out ſupplies as faſt, 190 
Before her time had turn'd deſtruction 


T” a new and numerous production; 


No ſooner thoſe were overcome, 

But up roſe others in their room, 
That, like the chriſtian faith, increas d 193 
The more, the more they were ſuppreſt: | 


Whom neither chains, nor tranſportation, 
Proſcription, ſale or confiſcation, 


Nor all the deſperate events 
| Of former try'd experiments, 0 200 
Nor wounds, could terrify, nor mangling. 
To leave off loyalty and dangling, 
Nor death, with all his bones, affright 


From vent ring to maintain the right, 
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From ſtaking life and fortune down 
Gainſt all together, for the crown: 
But kept the title of their cauſe 
From forfeiture, like claims in laws; 
And prov d no profp'rous ufurpation 
Can ever ſettle on the nation 
Until, in ſpite of force and treaſon, 


They put their loylty in poſſeſſion; 


And, by their conſtancy and faith, 
Deſtroy'd the mighty men of Gath. 
Toſs'd in a furious hurricane, 

Did Oliver give up his reign, 

And was believ'd, as well by faints 
As moral men and miſcreants, 

To founder in the Stygian ferry, 
Until he was retriev'd by Sterry, 
Who, in a falſe erroneous dream, 
Miſtook the New-jerufalem 
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. 
Profanely for th' apocryphal, 

Falſe heav'n at the end of th' hall; 
Whither, it was decreed by fate, „ Bip 
His precious reliques to tranſlate : 
So Romulus was ſeen before 8 80 

B' as orthodox a ſenator, 


From whoſe divine illumination 


He ſtole the pagan revelation. 230 


Next him his ſon, and heir apparent 


Succeeded, tho a lame vicegerent, 


Who firſt laid by the parliament; 
The only crutch on which he leant, | 
And then ſunk underneath the ſtate, 235 


That rode him above horſeman's weight, 


And now the ſaints began their reign, 


For which they d yearn'd ſo long in vain, 
And felt ſuch bowel-hankerings, 


To ſee an empire, all of kings, " ns 
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Deliver d from th' Egyptian awe 

Of juſtice, government, and law, 

And free t' ere& what ſpiritual cantons | 
Should be reveal'd, or goſpel Hans-towns. 

To edify upon the ruins 245 
Of John of Leyden's old outgoings, 
Who for a weather- cock hung up 

Upon their mother-church's top. 

Was made a type by providence, 

Of all their revelations ſince, i 
And now fulfill'd by his ſucceſſors, 
Who equally miſtook their meaſures; = 
For when they came to ſhape the model, 

Not one could fit another's noddel ; 

But found their light and gifts more wide 253 
From fadging, than th' unſanctify'd, 
While ev'ry individual brother 

Strove hand to fiſt againſt another, 
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And ſtill the maddeſt, aud moſt crackt, 
Were found the buſieſt to tranſact ; "4771177 BG 
For tho' moſt hands diſpatch apace, 
And make light work, the proverb fays, - 
Yet many diff rent intelle&ts 
Are found t have contrary effects; 

And many heads t' obſtruct intrigues, 265 
As ſloweſt inſets have moſt legs. 
Some were for ſetting up a king, 

But all the reſt for no ſuch thing, 
Unleſs king Jeſus : others tamper't 
For Fleetwood, Deſborough, and Lambert; 250 
Some for the rump, and ſome more crafty, 
For agitators, and the ſafety ; 
Some for the goſpel, and maſlacres 
Of ſpiritual athdavit-makers, 
That ſwore to any human regence | 275 


Oaths of ſuprem cy and allegiance ; 
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Yea, tho' the ableſt fwearing ſaint, 
That vouch'd the bulls o' th' covenant : 
Others for pulling down th' high places 


Of ſynods and provincial claſſes, 280 
That us'd to make ſuch hoſtile inroads 

Upon the faints, like bloody Nimrods : 

Some for fulfilling prophecies, 

And th' extirpation of th' exciſe ; 
And ſome againſt th' Egyptian bondage 283 —_— 


Of holidays, and paying poundage: 1 
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Some for the cutting down of groves, 
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And rectifying bakers' loaves; 
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And ſome for finding out expedients | 
Againſt the ſlav ry of obedience: 1 
Some were for goſpel-miniſters, 
And ſome for red- coat ſeculars, 
As men moſt fit t hold forth the word, 

And wield the one and th' other ſword: 
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Some were for carrying on the work 295 
Againſt the Pope, and ſome the Turk : 
Some for engaging to ſuppreſs 
The camiſado of ſurplices, 

That gifts and diſpenſations hinder d. 


x And turn d to th outward man the inward ; goo - 


Ra, More proper for the cloudy knight 
| Of popery than goſpel-light : 


Others were for aboliſhing 

That tool of matrimony, a ring, 
With which th' unſanctify d bridegroom 305 
Is marry'd only to a thumb, 5 


As wiſe as ringing of a pig, 

That us'd to break up ground, and dig ; 
The bride to nothing but her will, 
That nulls the after-marriage ſtill : 310 


Some were for th' utter extirpation 


Of linſey-woolſey in the nation 7 
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And ſome againſt all idoliſing 


The croſs in ſome ſhop-books, or baptiſing: 


Others to make all things recant 


The chriſtian or ſurname of ſaint, 


And force all churches, ſtreets, and towns, 


The holy title to renounce; 
Some gainſt a third eſtate of ſouls, 
And bringing down the price of coals; 
Some for aboliſhing black- pudding, 
And eating nothing with the blood in; 
To abrogate them roots and branches, 
While others were for eating haunches 
Of warriors, and now and then. 
The fleſh of kings and mighty men; 
And ſome for breaking of their bones 
With rods of iron, by ſecret ones; 


For thraſhing mountains, and with ſpells 


For hallowing carriers packs and bells; 
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And fave their wind-pipes from the law; 340 


Not for the fickly patient's fake, _ 


Io feel the pulſes of their fees, 
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Things that the legend never heard of, 

But made the wicked ſore afeard of. 

The quacks of government, who ſate 

At th' unregarded helm of ſtate, 

And underſtood this wild confuſion 335 
Of fatal madneſs and deluſion, 
Muſt, ſooner than a prodigy, 

Portend deſtruction to be nigh, 

Conſider d timely how t withdraw, 


For one rencounter at the bar 
Was worſe than all they ad ſcap'd in war; 
And therefore met in conſultation 


To cant and quack upon the nation ; 


Nor what to give, but what to take ; 


More wife than tumbling arteries ; 
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Prolong the ſnuff of life in pain, 


And from the grave recover gain. 330 


Mong theſe there was a politician, 
With more heads than a beaſt in viſion, 
And more intrigues in ev'ry one 
Than all the whores of Babylon; 
So politic, as if one eye 1} 55 355 
Upon the other were a ſpy, 
That to trepan the one to think 
The other blind, both ſtrove to blink; 
And in his dark pragmatic way, 
As buſy as a child at play. 360 
He 'ad ſeen three governments run down, 
And had a hand in evry one; 
Was for em, and againſt 'em all, 
But barb'rous when they came to fall : 
For by trepanning th' old to ruin, 365 
He made his int'reſt with the new one; 
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Play'd true and faithful, tho againft 
His conſcience, and was ſtill advanc'd : 
For by the witchcraft of rebellion 
Transform d t' a feeble ftate-camelion, = 970 
* giving aim from fide: to fide, 
= He never fail'd to fave his: tide, 
| hut got the ſtart of ev'sy ſtate, 
And at a change, ne'er came too late; 
Cou'd turn his word, and oath, and faith, 37; 


As many ways as in a lath ; 


By turning, wriggle, like a ſcrew, 
Int' higheſt truſt and out for new: 
For when he 'ad: happily incurr d, 

| Inſtead of hemp, to be. preferr'd, i ol 
And paſs'd upon a government, 


He play'd his: trick, and: out he went ; 
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But being out, and out of hopes 


To mount his ladder, more, of ropes, 
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Would ſtrive to raiſe himſelf upon 
The public ruin, and his own; 

80 little did he underſtand 
The deſp'rate feats he took in hand, 
For when he ad got himſelf a name, 
For frauds and tricks he ſpoil'd his game; 390 
Had forc'd his neck into a nooſe; | 

To ſhew his play at faſt and looſe : 

And, when he chanc'd t eſcape; miſtook; 

For art and ſubtlety, his luck. 

So right his judgment was eut fit, 

And made a tally to his wit, 

And both together moſt profound 

At deeds of darkneſs under ground; 

As th earth is eaſieſt underinin'd, 

By vermin impotent and blind. 400 
By all theſe arts, and many more, 

He ad practis d long and much before, 
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Our ſtate-artificer foreſaw OA 
Which way the world began to draw : 


For as old ſinners have all points 
O' th' compaſs in their bones and joints, 


Can by their pangs and aches find 


All turns and changes of the wind, 


And better than by Napier's bones, 


Feel in their own the age of moons ; 


So guilty ſinners, in a ſtate, 


Cam by their crimes prognoſticate, 
And in their conſciences feel _ 


Some days before a ſhow'r of rain: 


He therefore wiſely caſt about 


All ways he could t enſure his throat, 
And hither came, t' obſerve and ſmoke 


What courſes other riſkers took, 
And to the utmoſt do his beſt 


To ſave himſelf, and hang the reſt. 
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To match this ſaint there was another, 
As buſy and perverfe a brother, 

An haberdaſher of ſmall wares 

In politics and ſtate-affairs; N 
More Jew than Rabbi Achithophel, 12 425 | 
And better gifted to rebel ; I” Wee 
For when I had taught his tribe to done 
The cauſe, aloft upon one houſe, 
He ſcorn d to ſet his own in order.. 
But try'd another, and went further ; 430 
So ſuddenly addicted ſtill 

To's only principle, his will, 

That, whatſoe'er it chanc'd to prove, 

No force of argument could move, 
Nor law, nor cavalcade of Ho'burn, 435 
Cou'd render halt a grain leſs ſtubborn ; 

For he at any time would hang, 

For th' opportunity t harangue ; 
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And rather on a gibbet dangle, 7 
Than miſs his dear delight, to wrangle; 440 
In which his parts were ſo accompliſh'd, 
That, right or wrong, he ne'er was non-pluſt : | 
But till his tongue ran on, the leſs ns 
Of weight it bore, with greater eaſe ; 
And, with its everlaſting clack, a 445 
Set all men's ears upon the rack : 


No ſooner could a hint appear, 


But ap he ſtarted to picqueer, 
And made the ſtouteſt yield to mercy, 

When he engag d in controverſy; Mo 50 
Not by the force of carnal reaſon, 

But indefatigable teaſing ; 

With vollies of eternal babble, 

And clamour, more unanſwerable : 

For tho' his topics, frail and weak, 455 
 Cou'd ne'er amount above a freak, 
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He ſtill maintain d em, like his faults, 
eee 

And back'd their feeble want of ſenſe. 
With greater heat and confidence : 460 
As bones of Hectors, when they differ, 
The more they re cudgel d, grow the ſtiffer. 
Yet when this profit moderated, 3 
The fury of his heat abated ; 
For nothing but his intereſt on 
Could lay his devil of conteſt: 

It was his choice, or chance, or curſe, 

T eſpouſe the cauſe for better or worſe, 

And with his worldly goods and wit. 


And ſoul and body worſhipp d 1 470 


But when he found the fullen trapes 
Poſſeſs d with th devil, worms, and claps ; | 
The Trojan mare, in foal with Greeks, 
Not half ſo full of jadiſh tricks, 
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Tho ſqueamiſh in her outward woman, 475 
As looſe and rampant as Doll Common ; 

He Mill reſolv d to mend the matter, 

T' adhere and cleave the obſtinater; 

And ſtill the ſkittiſher and looſer 

Her freaks appear d, to ſit the cloſer: 480 
For fools are ſtubborn in their way, 

As coins are harden'd by th' __ : 

And obſtinacy s ne'er ſo ſtiff, 


As when tis in a wrong belief. 


Theſe two, with others, being met, 485 
And cloſe in conſultation ſet, 
After a diſcontented pauſe, 

And not without ſufficient cauſe, 

The orator we mention'd late, 

| Leſs troubled with the pangs of "wy +l go 
Than with his own impatience, 


To give himſelf firſt audience, 


== 
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After he had awhile look'd wiſe, 

At laſt broke ſilence, and the ice. | 
Quoth he, there 's nothing makes me doubt 

Our laſt outgoings brought about, 

More than to ſee the characters 

Of real jealouſies and fears 

Not feign'd, as once, but ſadly horrid, 

Scor'd upon evry member's forehead; 500 


Who, cauſe the clouds are drawn together, 
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And threaten ſudden change of weather, 

Feel pangs and aches of ſtate- turns, 

And revolutions in their corns ; 

And, ſince our workings-out are croſt, 505 
Throw up the cauſe before tis loſt. 
Was 1t to run away we meant, 

Who, taking of the covenant, 

The lameſt cripples of the brothers 
Took oaths to run before all others, 510 
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But in their own ſenſe, only ſwore, 

To ſtrive to run away before, 

And now would prove, the words and oath 
Engage us to renounce them both? 

'Tis true the cauſe is in the lurch, 515 


Between a right and e ech . 


The preſbyter and independent, 


That tickle which ſhall make an end on t, 


As twas made out to us the laſt 
Expedient,—I mean Marg'ret's faſt; 520 
When providence had been ſuborn'd, 


What anſwer was to be return d: 


Elſe why ſhould tumults fright us now, 

We have ſo. many times gone thro', 

And underſtand as well to tame 525 
As when they ſerve our turns, t' inflame ? 
Have prov'd how inconſiderable 

Are all engagements of the rabble, 
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Whoſe frenzies muſt be reconall'd 
With drums, and rattles, like a child, 


But never prov'd fo proſperous, 


As when they were led on by us; 
For all our ſcouring of religion 

Began with tumults and ſedition; 

When hurricanes of fierce commotion = 545 
Became ſtrong motives to devotion ; _ 

As carnal feamen, in a ſtorm, 

Turn pious converts, and reform, 

When ruſty weapons, with chalk'd 4 
Maintain'd our teeble privileges, 5340 
And brown-bills levy'd in the city, 
Made bills to paſs the grand committee: 
When zeal, with aged clubs and gleaves, 

Gave chaſe to rochets and white fleeves, 
And made the church, and ſtate, and laws, 54 5 
Submit t' old iron, and the cauſe. 
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7 


1 


And as we thriv'd by tumults then, 12 
So might we better now agen, 

If we knew how, as then we did, 
To uſe them rightly in our need: - 330 
Tumults, by which the mutinous + 


Betray themſelves inſtead of us; 
The hollow-hearted, diſaffected, 
And cloſe malignant are detected ; 
Who lay their lives and fortunes down, 555 
For pledges to ſecure our own; - 
And freely ſacrifice their ears 
b :: appeaſe our jealouſies and fears: 
And yet, for all theſe providences, 
W are offer'd, if we have our ſenſes, _ 366 
We idly fit, like ſtupid blockheads, 


Our hands committed to our pockets, 


And nothing but our tongues at large, 
To get the wretches a diſcharge : 
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Like men condemn'd to thunderbolts, 
Who, ere the blow, become mere dolts ; 
Or fools beſotted with their crimes, 
That know not how to ſhift betimes, 
That neither have the hearts to ſtay, 


Nor wit enough to run away : 


Who, if we could reſerve on either, 


Might ſtand or fall at leaſt together; 
No mean nor trivial ſolaces 

To partners in extreme diſtreſs, 
Who uſe to leſſen their deſpairs. 
By parting them int' equal ſhares ; 
As if the more they were to bear, 
They felt the weight the eaſier ; 
And ev'ry one the gentler hung, 


The more he took his turn among. 


But 'tis not come to that, as yet, 
If we had courage left, or wit, 
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Who, when our fate can be no worſe, 
Are fitted for the braveſt courſe, 
Have time to rally, and prepare 
Our laſt and beſt defence, deſpair : 
Deſpair, by which the callant'ſt feats 
Have been achiev'd in greateſt ſtraits, 
And horrid'ſt dangers ſafely wav'd, 
By b'ing courageouſſy outbrav'd ; 


As wounds by wider wounds are heal d. 


And poiſons by themſelves expell'd: 
And fo they might be now agen, 
If we were, what we ſhould be, men; 
And not fo dully deſperate, 
To ſide againſt ourſelves with fate: 


As criminals, condemm d to ſuffer, 
Are blinded firſt, and then turn'd over. 


This comes of breaking covenants, 


And ſetting up exempts of ſaints, 
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That fine, like aldermen, for grace, 


To be excus'd the efficace : | 

For ſp'ritual men are too tranſcendent, 
That mount their banks for independent, 

To hang, like Mah'met, in the air, 605 
Or St. Ignatius, at his prayer, 
By pure geometry, and hate 

Dependence upon church or ſtate: 

Diſdain the pedantry o th' letter, 

And ſince obedience is better, 610 
The ſcripture ſays, than ſacrifice, 

Preſume the leſs on 't will ſuffice; 

And ſcorn to have the moderatſt ſtints 
Preſcnib'd their peremptory hints, 

Or any opinion, true or falſe, „„ 
Declar'd as ſuch, in doctrinals; 

But left at large to make their beſt on, 
Without bing call'd t account or queſt on: 


„ 


Interpret all the ſpleen reveals, N 
As Whittington explain d the bells; 620 
And bid themſelves turn back agen 

Lord May'rs of New-jerufalem ; 


But look fo big and overgrown, 


They ſcorn their edifiers t' own, 


Who taught them all their ſprinkling leſſons, 


Their tones, and ſanctify'd expreſſions; 
Beſtow'd their gifts upon a faint, 
Like charity, on thoſe that want; 

And learn'd th' apocryphal THOU 


I' inſpire themſelves with ſhorthand OT 630 


For which they ſcorn and hate them worſe 
Than dogs and cats do ſow-gelders : 


For who firſt bred them up to pray, 


And teach the houſe of commons way? 


Where had they all their gifted phraſes, 635 


But from our Calamies and Caſes? 


Without whoſe ſprinkling and ſowing, 
Whoe'er had heard of Nye or Owen ? 

Their diſpenſations had been ſtifled, 

But for our Adoniram Byfield; 640 
And had they not begun the war, 

They ad ne' er been fainted as they "1 
For faints in peace degenerate, 
And dwindle down to reprobate ; 

Their zeal corrupts, like ſtanding water, 645 
In th' intervals of war and ſlaughter ; 
Abates the ſharpneſs of its edge, 

Without the pow'r of ſacrilege: 

And tho' they ve tricks to caſt their ſins, 

As eaſy as ſerpents do their ſcins, 650 
That in a while grow out agen, 
In peace they turn mere carnal men, 


And from the moſt refin'd of ſaints, 
As nat' rally grow miſcreants 
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As barnacles turn ſoland geeſe e een 
In th' iſlands of the Orcades. 
Their diſpenſation s but a ticket 

For their conforming to the wicked, 

With whom their greateſt difference 

Lies more in words and ſhew, than ſenſe : 660 
For as the Pope, that keeps the gate 

Of heaven, wears three crowns of ſtate ; 

$0 he that keeps the gate of hell, 

Proud, Cerb'rus, wears three heads as well : 
And if the world has any troth, 665 
Some have been canoniz'd in both. 
But that which does them greateſt harm, 
Their ſp'ritual gizzards are too warm, 

Which puts the overheated ſots 

In fever ſtill, like other goats; 500k 670 
For tho' the whore bends heretics 
With flames of fire, like crooked ſticks, mw" 
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PART III. 


Our ſchiſmatics ſo vaſtly differ, 

Th' hotter they re they grow the ſtiffer; 
Still ſetting off their ſp'ritual goods 
With fierce and pertinacious feuds : 
For zeal 's a dreadful termagant, 

That teaches faints to tear and rant, 
And independents to profeſs 

The doctrine of Dependences; 


Turns meek, and ſecret, ſneaking ones, 


To raw heads fierce, and bloody bones; 


And not content with endleſs quarrels 
Againſt the wicked and their morals, 
The Gibellines, for want of Guelfs, 
Divert their ra __ upon themſelves. 
For now the war is not between 

The brethren and the men of ſin, 
But faint and faint to ſpill the blood 
Of one another's brotherhood, 
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Where neither fide can lay pretence + 
To liberty of conſcience, 

Or zealous ſuff ring for the cauſe, 

To gain one groat s worth of applauſe; 
For tho' endurd with reſolution, 

"Twill ne'er amount to perſecution ; 
Shall precious ſaints, and ſecret ones, 
Break one another's outward bones, 

And eat the fleſh of brethren, | 
Inſtead of kings and mighty men? 700 


695 


When fiends agree among themſelves, 
Shall they be found the greater elves ? 
When Bell's at union with the dragon, 
And Baal Peor friends with Dagon ; 
When ſavage bears agree with bears, 
Shall ſecret ones lug ſaints by th ears, 
And not atone their fatal wrath, 

When common danger threatens both ? 


705 
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Shall maſtiffs, by the collars pull'd, 
Engag'd with bulls, let go their hold, mw - - | 
And faints, whoſe necks are pawn'd at ſtake, 7 Y 


No notice of the danger take; 
But tho' no pow'r of heav'n or hell 
Can pacify fanatic zeal, 


Who would not gueſs there might M hopes 715 


The fear of gallowſes and ropes, 


7 


Before their eyes might reconcile 
Their animoſities awhile. 
At leaſt, until they ad a clear ſtage, 

f And equal freedom to engage, 720 
Without the danger of ſurpriſe 


By both our common enemies? 
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This none but we alone could doubt, 


Who underſtood their workings- out, 


And know em both in foul and conſcience, 723 
Giv'n up t as reprobate a nonſenſe. 
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As ſpiritual out- laws, n the pow 1 
Of miracle can ne'er reſtore. pr: 
We, whom at firſt they ſet up under. 
In revelation only of plunder, 
Who ſince have had fo many trials 
Of their encroaching ſelf-denials, 


That rook d upon us with deſign 


To out- reform and undermine ; 
Took all our int reſts and commands 


Perfidiouſſy out of our hands: 


| Involv'd us in the guilt of blood, 
Without the motive gains allow'd, 


And made us ſerve as miniſterial, 


Like younger ſons of Father Belial. 


And yet, for all th' inhuman wrong 
Th' had done us, and the cauſe ſo long, 
We never fail'd to carry on 


The work ſtill, as we had begun : 


740 
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But true and faithfully obey d. 745 
And neither preach'd them hurt, nor pray'd ; 
Nor troubled them to crop our ears, 

Nor hang us, like the cavaliers; 

Nor put them to the charge of jails, ; 
To find us pill ries and carts-tails, 750 
Or hang-man's wages, which the ſtate 

Was forc'd, before them, to be at ; 

That cut, like tallies, to the ſtumps, 

Our ears for keeping true accompts, 

And burnt our veſſels, like a new- 755 
Seal'd peck, or buſhel, for being true. 

But hand in hand, like faithful brothers, 

Held forth the cauſe againſt all others, 
Diſdaining equally to yield, N 
One ſyllable of what we hell. 760 
And though we difter'd now and then 


'Bout outward things, and outward men, 
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Our inward men, and conſtant frame 
Of ſpirit {till were near the fame ; _ Te 
And till they firſt began to cant, 765 
And ſprinkle down the covenant, 

We neer had call in any place, 
Nor dream'd of teaching down tree-grace ; 
But join'd our gifts perpetually, 

Againſt the common enemy. 770 
Although 'twas ours, and their opinion, | 


Each other's church was but a rimmon. 


And yet, for all this goſpel-union, 


And outward ſhew of church communion, 
They Il ne'er admit us to our ſhares, 


775 
Of ruling church, or ſtate affairs, 
Nor give us leave t abſolve, or ſentence 
I' our own conditions of repentance: 
But ſhar d our dividend o th' crown, 


We had ſo painfully preach'd down: 780 
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And forc'd us, tho againſt the grain, 
IT have calls to teach it up again. 
For 'twas but juſtice to reſtore 
The wrongs we had receiv'd before; 
And when 'twas held forth in our way, 
We dad been ungrateful not to pay: 
Who for the right we ve done the nation, 
Have earn d our temporal ſalvation, 
And put our veſſels in a Way, 
Once more to come again in play: 
For if the turning of us out, 
Has brought this providence about, 
And that our only ſuffering, i 
Is able to bring in the king, 
What would our actions not have done, 
Had we been ſuffer d to go on? 


And therefore may pretend t a ſhare, 


At leaſt, in carrying on th' affair: 
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But whether that be ſo, or not, 

We ve done enough to have it thought, 
And that's as good as if we ad don t. 
And eaſier paſt upon account: 


For if it be but half deny d, 

Tis half as good as juſtify'd. 

The world 1s naturally averſe 

To all the truth it ſces or hears, 

But ſwallows nonſenſe and a lie, 

With greedineſs and gluttony; 

And tho' it have the pique, and long, 
"Tis ſtill for ſomething in the wrong: 
As women long when they 're with child, 
For things extravagant and wild ; 

For meats ridiculous and fulſome, 

But ſeldom any thing that's wholeſome ; 
And, like the world, men's jobbernoles 
Turn round upon their ears, the poles ; 
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And what they re confidently told, 
By no ſenſe elſe can be controll'd. 
And this, perhaps, may be the means, 
Once more to hedge in providence. 


For as relapſes make diſeaſes 


More defp'rate than their firſt acceſſes; 


If we but get again in pow'r, 

Our work is eaſier than before ; 

And we more ready and expert 

T th myſtery, to do our part: 

We, who did rather undertake 

The firſt war to create, than make; 
And when of nothing 'twas begun, 
Rais'd funds as ſtrange, to carry 't on : 


Trepann'd the ſtate, and fac'd it down, 


With plots and projects of our own : 
And if we did ſuch feats at firſt, 


What can we now we re better vers'd ; 
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Who have a freer latitudte 835 

= Than ſinners give themſelves, allow d; 
| And therefore likelieſt to bring in, 

On faireſt terms, our diſcipline ; 

To which it was reveal'd long ſince, 

We were ordain'd by providence, 840 

When three faints' ears, our predeceſlors, 

The cauſe's primitive confeſſors, 

Bing crucity d, the nation ſtood 

In juft ſo many years of blood, +1 

That, multiply'd by fix, expreſs d 845 

The perfect number of the beaſt, Wo 

And prov'd. that we muſt be the men 

Jo bring this work about agen: 

And thoſe who. laid the firſt foundation, 

Complete the thorough reformation: . 3856 
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For who have gifts to carry on 
So great a work, but we alone? 
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What churches have ſuch able paſtors, 

And precious, powerful, preaching maſters ? 
Poſſeſs d with abſolute dominions + 11:4 
O'er brethren's purſes and opinions ? 
And truſted with the double keys 

Of heav'n, and their warehouſes ; 

Who, when the cauſe is in diſtreſs, 

Can furniſh out what ſums they pleaſe, 860 
That brooding lie in bankers' hands, 

To be diſpos'd at their commands; 

And daily increaſe and multiply, 

With doctrine, uſe, and uſury- 

| Can fetch in parties, as in war 8365 
All other heads of cattle are, 


From th' enemy of all religions, 


CIR 


— 
— 
— 


8 1 — . — * I * * nn 0 : 3 Fo os 5 0 : . 4 F 5 "IP * 3 4 ? 8 WOT 8 * 3 
Der — Et 2 * LT Bo emp = — — — 4 5 8 DDr D a] > — r D 2 * * - Cer ee ILY» 2 . — RECESS — 2. 7 ——- 2 B ne ne WE re — — 
— — - 4 Y = . og = —— = - 4 Eden a 5 — — — — i tt w— mts ——— — 2 — — — — — ——— — ——ů— — - — — a l ny 
— —— — — > II — — — 1 — — — — way — — — — . OILED _ — — — 20 — — - - » ws ——— 8 ms 
e ——— 0 aA 1" — — 5 ” — PORT * 8 Le ene — R Dn — 2 8 - wg 8 — — — — —— nie IDA, 0a = — D — LIKES, — * — — « - wo IAt —— BL —— — —— LIE 1 —— ——— re —— — = 
——————— —̃ ñ — — , ——— => — . re ee nee Cod - =D w 2 yy ——— —— — — — yn — EE —— ̃ —(— 2 . 5 == = — —— — —— — — — — — — — — — — — ͤ —— Rt — — 
— — dre ene nay —— — = — ” - — — — — =, A 7 * 3 g by — 
. 2 n 7 
6 — * 8 = — i —— — — = - 
1 — 


— — —— 
ED DIR 


— — 


— 
rr 
——— ů — —⅛ Am 

— 


As well as high and low conditions, 


And ſhare them, from blue ribbands down 


To all blue aprons in the town ; 870 


— 
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From ladies hurry'd in calleches, 


With cornets at their footmen's breeches, 


Five, 


To bawds as fat as mother Nab, 
All guts and belly, like a crab. 
Our party's great, and better ty'd 


With oaths, and trade, than any fide 


Has one conſiderable improvement 


To double-fortify the cov'nant ; 
I mean our covenant to purchaſe 


Delinquents' titles, and the church's, 


That paſs in ſale, from hand to hand, 


Among ourſelves, for current land, 


And rife or fall, like Indian actions, 


According to the rate of factions ; 
Our beſt reſerve for reformation, 


When new outgoings give occaſion ; 


That keeps the loins of brethren girt, 
Their covenant, their creed, t alert ; 
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And, when they ve pack'd a parliament, 
Will once more try th' expedient : 
Who can already muſter friends 

To ſerve for members to our ends, 
That repreſent no part o th' nation, 
But Fiſher's-folly congregation ; 

Are only tools to our intrigues, 

And fit like geeſe to hatch our eggs; 
Who, by their precedents of wit, 

T* outfaſt, outloiter, and outfit, 

And order matters underhand, 

To put all bus'neſs to a ſtand z 

Lay public bills aſide, for private, 

And make 'em one another drive out ; 
Divert the great and neceſlary, 

With trifles to conteſt and vary ; 

And make the nation repreſent, 


And ſerve for us in parhament ; 


543 
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Cut out more work than can be done 
In Plato's year, but finiſh none, 

Unleſs it be the bulls of Lenthal, 

That always paſs'd for fundamental : 

Can ſet up grandee againſt grandee, 

To ſquander time away, and bandy ; 
Make lords and commoners lay ſieges 
To one another's privileges ; 

And, rather than compound the quarrel, 915 
Engage, to th' inevitable peril 

Of both their ruins, th' only ſcope | 

And conſolation of our hope ; 

Who, tho' we do not play the game, 
Aſſiſt as much by giving aim; 

Can introduce our ancient arts, 

For heads of factions t act their parts ; 
Know what a leading voice is worth, 


A ſeconding, a third, or fourth; 
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How much a caſting voice comes to, 

That turns up trump of aye or NO ; 

And, by adjuſting all th' end, 

Share every one his dividend, 

: An art that ſo much ſtudy coſt, 
And now's in danger to be loft 

Unleſs our ancient virtuoſos, 


That found it out, get into th' houſes. 


Theſe are the courſes that we took 
To carry things by hook or crook, 


And practis d down from forty- four, 


Until they turn'd us out of door. 
Beſides, the herds of Boutefeus 
We ſet on work without the houſe, 
When ev'ry knight and citizen 
Kept legiſlative journeymen, 

To bring them in intelligence, 


From all points of the rabble' 8 ſenſe, 
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And fill the lobbies of both houſes 


With politic important buzzes j 


% 


Set up committees of cabals, 


Io pack deſigns without the walls; 


Examine and draw up all news; 
And fit it to our preſent ute ; 
Agree upon the plot o th farce, 
And ev'ry one his part rehearſe; 


Make Qs of anſwers, to waylay 


What th' other party 's like to fay; 
What repartees, and ſmart reflections, 
Shall be return'd to all objections ; 
And who ſhall break the maſter jeſt, 
And what, and how, upon the reſt ; 


Help pamphlets out, with fafe editions, 
Of proper ſlanders and feditions, 


And treaſon for a token fend, 
By letter, to a country friend; 
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945 


950 


955 


* III. CANTO II. 


Diſperſe lampoons, the only wit 
That men, like burglary, commit, 
With falſer than a padder's face, 
That all its owner does betrays; 
Who therefore dares not truſt it, when 
He 's in his calling, to be ſeen; 
Diſperſe the dung on barren earth, 
To bring new weeds of diſcord forth; 


Be ſure to keep up congregations, 


In ſpight of laws and proclamations : 


For charlatans can do no good, 
Until they 're mounted in a crowd ; 


And when they re puniſh'd, all the hurt 


Is but to fare the better fort; 

As long as confeflors are fure 

Of double pay for all th” endure, 
And what they earn in perſecution, 
Are paid t' a groat in contribution : 


965 


970 


975 
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Whence ſome tub holdersforth have made, 
In powd'ring tubs, their richeſt trade; 980 
And while they kept their ſhops in priſon, 
Have found their prices ſtrangely riſen.” [2 
Diſdain to own the leaſt regret 

For all the Chriſtian blood we ve let; 
"Twill fave our credit, and maintain 
Our title to do ſo again; 

That needs not coſt one dram of ſenſe, 


But pertinacious impudence. 


-* "2" 


Our conſtancy t our principles, 

In time will wear out all things elle ; 

1 Like marble ſtatues, rubb'd in Pieces 

| | = With gallantry of pilgrims' kiſſes ; = 

1 While thoſe who turn and wind their oaths, 

: | HFave ſwell'd and ſunk, like other froths; 
IU Prevail'd a while, but twas not long 


Before from world to world they ſwung ; 


9 


995 
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And they had turn d from ſide to fide, 


And as the changelings liv'd, they dy'd. 


This ſaid, th impatient ſtateſmonger 
Could now contain himſelf no longer, 
Who had not ſpar d to ſhew his piques 
Againſt th haranguer's politics. 


With ſmart remarks of leering faces, 

And annotations of grimaces, 

After he had adminiſter'd a doſe 

Of ſnuff mundungus to his noſe, 

And powder'd th' inſide of his ſkull, 

Inſtead of th' outward jobbernol, 

He ſhook it with a ſcornful look 

On th adverſary, and thus he ſpoke : 
In dreſſing a calf's head, altho : 

The tongue and brains together go, 

Both keep ſo great a diſtance here, 

_ Tis ſtrange if ever they come near; 


549 


1000 


1005 


1010 


1 
—ͤ 2 


rr 

—— — — 

_ OED > I 
— eee — JEL > 


= 2 
= — — — — * "mg 
ws IE x4 


. 


=; — * — p ˙²·ꝛ»—— 
— — On rr 


CANTO u r 


550 


For who did ever play his gambols 1013 
With fuch inſufferable rambles, e 
Jo make the bringing in the king, 

And keeping of him out, one thing? 

Which none could do, but thoſe that ſwore 

F as point-blank nonſenſe heretofore ; 1020 
That to defend was to invade, | 

And to aſſaſſinate to aid : 

Unleſs, becauſe you drove him out, 

And that was never made a doubt; 

No pow' is able to reſtore as 
And bring him in, but on your ſcore : 
A ſpritual doctrine, that conduces 

_ Moſt properly to all your uſes. 

"Tis true, a ſcorpion's oil ts faid 

To cure the wounds the vermin made; 1030 


And weapons, drefs'd with falves, reftore 
And heal the hurts they gave before >: 
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But Whether preſbyterians have 

So much good nature as the falve, 

Or virtue in them as the vermin, _- 105 
Thoſe who have try'd them, can * 
Indeed 'tis pity you ſhould miſs 

Th arrears of all your fervices, 

And for th' eternal obligation 
. ve laid upon th ungrateful nation, 1040 
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B' us'd fo unconſcionably hard, 
As not to find a Juſt reward 
For letting rapine looſe, and murther, 
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Io rage juſt fo far, but no further: 1 
And ſetting all the land on fire, „ | 
To burn t a ſcantling, but no higher: = 1 
For vent' ring to aſlaflinate, e 1 i 
And cut the throats of church and ſtate ; 
And not be allow'd the fitteſt men 
To take the charge of both agen: 


Gn 


| Eſpecially that have the grace | 
Ot ſelf-denying gifted face; 
Who, when your projects have FE OY d, 
Can lay them, with undaunted forchead, _ 
On thoſe you painfully trepann'd, | 1055 
And ſprinkled in at ſecond hand; 

As we have been, to ſhare the guilt, 15 

Of chriſtian blood devoutly ſpilt; 

For fo our ignorance was flamm'd, 
To damn ourſelves, t avoid being damn'd ; 1060 
Till finding your old foe, the hangman, | 
Was like to lurch you at backgammon, 
And win your necks upon the ſet, | 

As well As ours, who did but bet, 

For he had drawn your ears before, 1065 
And nick'd them on the ſeli-ſame ſcore, 
We threw the box and dice away, 
Before y had loſt us at foul play, 
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And brought you down to rook and lie, 
And fancy only on the bye; 

Redeem'd your forfeit jobbernoles, 
From perching upon lofty poles, 

And reſcu'd all your outward traitors 
From hanging up, like alligators ; 


For which ingeniouſly ye ve ſhew'd 1075 


Your preſbyterian gratitude ; 

Would freely have paid us home in kind, 
And not have been one rope behind.. 
Thoſe were your motives to divide, 

And ſcruple, on the other ſide, 1080 
To turn your zealous frauds, and force, 

To fits of conſcience and remorſe ; 

| To be convinc'd they were in vain, 

And face about for new again ; 

For truth no more unveil'd your eyes, 1085 
Than maggots are convinc'd to flies ; 
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And therefore all your lights and calls 
Are but apocryphal and falſe, 
To charge us with the conſequences 
Of all your native inſolences, 


* 


1090 
That to your own imperious wills . 
Laid law and goſpel neck and heels; 
Corrupted the old teſtament, 
To ſerve the new for precedent ; 
T' amend its errors and defects, 
With murder and rebellion texts; 
Of which there is not any one 
In all the book to ſow upon; 
And therefore, from your tribe, the Jews 
Held chriſtian doctrine forth, and uſe; 
As Mahomet, your chief, began 
To mix them in the Alcoran; 
Denounc'd and pray'd, with fierce devotion, 


And bended elbows on the cuſhion ; 


1 


1095 


1100 


PART III. . n 555 


Stole from the beggars all your tones, 1105 
And gifted mortifying groans ; | 
Had lights where better eyes were blind, 
As pigs are ſaid to ſee the wind; 

Fill'd Bedlam with predeſtination, 

And Knightſbridge with illumination MY 
Made children, with your tones, to run for 't, 
As bad as Bloodybones or Lunsford. 

While women, great with child, miſcarry'd, 


For being to malignants marry'd: _ 
Transform'd all wives to Dalilahs, * 13 
Whoſe huſbands were not for the cauſe; 
And turn'd the men to ten-horn'd cattle, 
Becauſe they came not out to battle ; 


Made taylors' prentices turn heroes, 
For fear of being transform'd to Meroz, 1120 
And rather forfeit their indentures, 8 
Than not eſpouſe the ſaints' adventures: 
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Could tranſubſtantiate, metamorphoſe, _ 
And charm whole herds of beaſts, like Orpheus; 
Enchant the king's and church's lands, 1123 


T' obey and follow your — 

And ſettle on a new freehold, | 

As Marcle-hill had done of old : 

Could turn the cov'nant, and und 
The goſpel into ſpoons and plate; 1130 


Expound upon all merchants' caſhes, 
And open th* intricateſt places; 
Could cathechiſe a money-box, 
And prove all pouches orthodox : 
Until the cauſe became a Damon. 11 35 
And Pythias the wicked Mammon : 
And yet, in ſpite of all your charms 
To conjure legions ui in arms, 
And raiſe more devils in the rout 


Than eer y were able to caſt out 1140 
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Bred up, you ſay, in your own ſchools, 
Who, tho' but gifted at your feet, 


Have made i it plain they have more wit, 


By whom you 've been fo oft” trepann d. 
And held forth out of all command. 
Out-gifted, out-impuls'd, out-done, 
And out-reveal'd at carryings-on ; 

Of all your diſpenſations worm'd, 
Out-providenc'd and out-reform'd ; 
Ejected out of church and ſtate, 

And all things but the people's hate ; 
And ſpirited out of th' enjoyments 
Ot precious, edifying employments, 


By thoſe who lodg d their gifts and graces 11 55 


Like better bowlers, in your places: 
All which you bore with reſolution, 
Charg'd on th* account of perſecution j 


V have been reduc'd, and by thoſe fools, 
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1150 
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And tho' moſt righteouſly —_— 
Againſt your wills, ſtill acquieſc d; 1160 
And never humm'd and hah'd ſedition, 
Nor ſnuffled treaſon, nor miſpriſion: 

That is, becauſe you never durſt ; 
For had you preach d and pray'd your worſt, 
Alas ! you were no longer able 5 
To raiſe your poſſe of the rabble : | 
One {ingle redcoat ſentinel 
Outcharm'd the magic of the ſpell, 
And, with his {quirt-fire, could diſperſe - 
Whole troops with chapter rais'd and verſe. 
We knew too well thoſe tricks of yours, 
To leave it ever in your powers, 
Or truſt our ſafeties, or undoings, 
To your diſpoſing of outgoings, 
Or to your ord'ring providence, 
One farthing s worth of conſequence. 
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For had you pow'r to undermine, 

Or wit to carry a deſign, 

Or correſpondence to trapan, 
Inveigle, or betray one man ; 

There 's nothing elſe that intervenes, 
And bars your zeal to uſe the means; 


And therefore wond'rous like, no doubt, 


To bring in kings, or keep them out: 


Brave undertakers to reſtore, 


That could not keep yourſelves in power; 


T' advance the intreſts of the crown, 
That wanted wit to Keep your own. 
"Tis true you have, for I'd be loth 
To wrong ye, done your parts in both ; 
To keep him out, and bring him in, 
As grace is introduc'd by ſin : 

For 'twas your zealous want of ſenſe, 


And —— impertinence ; 
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Your carrying bus' neſs in a Ae 


1195. 
That forc'd our rulers to new-model : 4 
Oblig d the ſtate to tack about, 
And turn you, root and branch, all out ; 
To reformado, one and all, 170 
T' your great croyſado general : Ms 1200 


Your greedy ſlav'ring to devour, 

Before 'twas in your clutches, pow; 
That ſprung the game you were to ſet. 5 
Before ye ad time to draw the net: 


Your ſpite to ſee the church's EY 1205 
Divided into other hands, 


And all your facrilegious ventures 
Laid out in tickets and debentures : 
Your envy to be ſprinkled down, 
By under-churches in the town ; 1210 
And no courſe us d to ſtop their mouths, 


: Nor th independents' ſpreading growths : | 


All which conſider'd, tis moſt true 

None bring him in ſo much as you, 
Who have prevail d beyond their plots, 1215 
Their midnight juntos, and ſeal'd knots; 
That thrive more by your zealous piques, 
Than all their own raſh politics. 

And this way you may claim a ſhare 

In carrying, as you brag, th affair, 1220 
Elſe frogs and toads, that croak'd the Jews 
From Pharaoh and his brick-kilns looſe, 
And flies and mange, that ſet them free 

From taſk-maſters and ſlavery, 

Were likelier to do the feat, 5 1225 
In any indiff rent man's conceit: — 
For who e'er heard of reſtoration, 
Until your thorough reformation ? 

That is, the king's and church's lands | 

Were ſequeſter'd int other hands: 1230 
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For only then, and not before, 
Your eyes were open'd to reſtore ; 
And when the work was carrying on, ee? 
Who croſs d it but yourſelves alone? 

As by a world of hints appears 22g 
All plain, and extant, as your ears. 
But firſt, o' th firſt : the Iſle of Ern 
Will riſe up, if you ſhou'd deny t, 


55 Where Henderſon and th' other "I 


Were ſent to cap texts, and put caſes: 1240 
| To paſs for deep and learned ſcholars, 

Altho but paltry Ob and Sollers : 

As if th' unſeaſonable fools 

Had been a courſing in the ſchools. 
Until they ad prov'd the devil author 4124; 
Fur covenant, and the cauſe his daughter ; 
For when they charg'd him with the guilt 5 
Of all the blood that had been ſpilt, 


E 
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They did not mean he wrought th' effuſion 

In perſon, like Sir Pride, or Hughſon, 41250 
But only thoſe who firſt begun | 725 

The quarrel were by him ſet on; 

And who could thoſe be but the ſaints, 
Thoſe reformation termagants ; 
But ere this paſs d, the wiſe debate 41255 

Spent ſo much time it grew too late; 


For Oliver had gotten ground, 

T' encloſe him with his warriors round; 

Had brought his providence about, 

And turn'd th' untimely ſophiſts out. 1260 
Nor had the Uxbridge bus'neſs leſs 

Of nonſenſe in it, or ſottiſhneſs ; 

When from a ſcoundrel holderforth, 

The ſcum, as well as ſon o' th' earth, 

Your mighty ſenators took law, -.: al | 


At his command were forc'd t' withdraw, 
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And facrifice the peace o th nation, 

To doctrine, uſe, and application. 
So when the Scots, your conſtant cronies, 

Th eſpouſers of your cauſe and monies, 1270 
Who had ſo often, in your aid, 

So many ways been ſoundly paid, 

Came in at laſt for better ends, 
To prove themſelves your truſty friends, 
You baſely left them, and the church 
They train'd you up to, in the lurch, 
And ſuffer'd your own tribe of chriſtians 
To fall before, as true Philiſtines. 

This ſhews what utenſils y' have been, 


1275 


To bring the King's concernments in ; 1280 
Which is fo far from being true, 


That none but he can bring in you; 
And if he take you into truſt, 
Will find you moſt exactly juſt, 
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Such as will punctually repay ay 
With double int'reſt, and betray. | 
Not that I think thoſe pantomimes, 

Who vary action with the times, 


Are leſs ingenious in their art, 
Than thoſe who dully act one part; 1290 
Or thoſe who turn from ſide to ſide, 
More guilty than the wind and tide. 
All countries are a wiſe man's home, 
And ſo are governments to ſome, 
Who change them for the ſame intrigues 1295 
That ſtateſmen uſe in breaking leagues ; 
While others in old faiths and troths 
Look odd, as out-of-faſhion'd clothes, 


And naſtier in an old opinion, 


Than thoſe who never {hift their linen. 1300 


For true and faithful 's ſure to loſe, 
Which way ſoever the game goes; 


\ 
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And ſacrifice the peace o th nation, 
To doctrine, uſe, and application. 


So when the Scots, your conſtant cronies, 


Th' eſpouſers of your cauſe and monies, 
Who had ſo often, in your aid, 0 
So many ways been ſoundly paid, 
Came in at laſt for better ends, 

To prove themſelves your truſty friends, 
Lou baſely left them, and the church 


They train'd you up to, in the lurch, 


And ſuffer'd your own tribe of chriſtians 


| To fall before, as true Philiſtines. 
This ſhews what utenſils y' have been, 
To bring the King's concernments in; 
Which is ſo far from being true, 
That none but he can bring in you; 
And if he take you into truſt, 

Will find you moſt exactly juſt, 
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1275 
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And whether parties loſe or win, 

Is always nick'd, or elſe hedgd in: 

While pow'r uſurp d, like ſtol n delight, 09 
Is more bewitching than the right: 
And when the times begin to alter, 

None riſe ſo high as from the halter. 

And ſo we may, if we ve but . 

To uſe the neceſſary means, 1310 
And not your uſual ſtratagems | 
On one another, lights, and dreams : 

To ſtand on terms as poſitive, 

As if we did not take, but give : 

Set up the covenant on crutches, 1.5315 
'Gainſt thoſe who have us in their clutches, 
And dream of pulling churches down, 

Before we 're ſure to prop our own : 

Your conſtant method of proceeding, 
Without the carnal means of heeding, 1320 
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Are worſe, than if y had none, accoutred. 


And meet with thoſe that can pay well; 


And therefore need not doubt our play 
Whoſe half- ſtarv d pride and avarice, 


Money, that, like the ſwords of kings 


Is the laſt reaſon of all things; 
T”' expoſe to ſale; beſides the wages 


As long as men have faith to ſell, 
One church and ſtate will not ſuffice 
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The only way that s left us now, 
Of ſtoring plagues to after ages. 


But all the d 
Has all advantages that way ; 


I grant all courſes are 
Unleſs we can. 


Who, 
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For 'twill return, and turn t account, 


Nor is our money leſs our own, 
Than 'twas before we laid it down; 
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If we are brought in play upon't, 


Or but, by caſting knaves, get in, 


What pow'r can hinder us to win? 


| We know the arts we us'd before, 


In peace and war, and nn more, 
And by th' unfortunate events, 
Can mend our next experiments : 


For when we 're taken into truſt ; 


How eaſy are the wiſeſt chous' d! ? 


Who ſee but th' outſides of our feats, 


And not their ſecret ſprings and weights ; 
And while they re buſy, at their eaſe, 
Can carry what deſigns we pleaſe ? 


How ealy 1s't to ſerve for agents, 


To proſecute our old engagements ? 
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9 


CANTO II. 


d old cauſe on foot, 
intereſts by turns, 


A 


For if we ſhould be true to either, 
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| To reconcile our late diſſenters 1375 
Our brethren, tho by other venters; 
Unite them, and their different maggots, 
As long and ſhort ſticks are in faggots, 

And make them join again as cloſe, 
As when they firſt began t' I ; 
Erect them into ſeparate 

New Jewiſh tribes in church and ſtate ; 
To join in marriage and commerce, 
And only 'mong themſelves converſe, 
And all that are not of their mind, 
Make enemies to all mankind : 

Take all religions in, and ſtickle 
From conclave down to conventicle ; 
Agreeing ſtill or diſagreeing, 
According to the light in being, 
Sometimes for liberty of conſcience, 


And ſpiritual miſrule in one ſenſe ; 
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But in another quite contrary, r. 


As diſpenſations chance to vary ; 


And ſtand for, as the times will bear it, 1595 
All contradictions of the ſpirit : a7 


Protect their emiſſaries, empower'd 

To preach ſedition, and the word : 

And when they 're hamper'd by the laws: 
Releaſe the lab'rers for the cauſe, | 1400 
And turn the perſecution back, 

On thoſe that made the firſt attack, 

To keep them equally in awe 


From breaking, or maintaining law : 


And when they have their fits too ſoon, 1405 


Before the full-tides of the moon, 
Put off their zeal t' a fitter ſeaſon, 
For ſowing faction in and treaſon ; 
And keep them hooded, and their churches, 
Like hawks, from baiting on their perches ; 1410 
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That when the bleſſed time ſhall come 
Of quitting Babylon and Rome; 
They may be ready to reſtore 
Their own fifth monarchy once more. 
Mean-while be better arm'd to fence 1415 
Againſt revolts of providence, 
By watching narrowly, and ſnapping, 
All blind ſides of it, as they happen: 
For if ſucceſs could make us faints,. 
Our ruin turn'd us miſereantʒ + 420 
A ſcandal that would fall too hard 
Upon a few, and unprepar'd. 

_ Theſe are the courſes we mult run, 

|  Spite of our hearts, or be undone, 


And not to ſtand on terms and freaks, 142; 


Before we have ſecur d our necks. 
But do our work as out of ſight, 
As ſtars by day, and ſuns by night; 
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The rule of faith in all profeſſions, | 
And great Diana of th' Epheſians _ 
Whence turning of religion 's made 5 
The means to turn and wind A trade 5 1450 | 
And tho' ſome change it for the worſe, 55 75 
They put themſelves into a courſe, 
And draw in ſtore of cuſtomers, 


To thrive the better in commerce: 


For all religions flock together, 1455 
Like tame and wild fowl of a feather: | 
To nab the itches of their ſects, | 

As jades do one another's necks, 

Hence tis hypocriſy as well 

Will ſerve t improve a church, as zeal; 4460 
As perſecution or promotion, 5 | 
Do equally advance devotion. 

Let bus'neſs, like ill watches, go 

Sometime too faſt, ſometime too ſlow; 
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The weightieſt matters to divert; 
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But when the feat s deſign d and meant, 
For tis more eaſ 


To bait our hooks for greater truſt. 
But till be careful to cry down 


Outfawn as much, and outcomply 
All public actions, 


That neither do us good nor hurt, 
And ſeem as ſcrupulouſly juſt, 


What miracle can bar th' event? 
And they receive as little by, 
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The leaſt miſcarriage aggravate," | 

And charge it all upon the ſtate: - 

Expreſs the horrid'ſt deteſtation, ft 
And pity the diſtracted nation; 
Tell ſtories ſcandalous and falſe, 

T th proper language of cabals, 

Where all a ſubtle ſtateſman ſays, 

Is half in words, and half in face; 
As Spaniards talk in dialogues 

Of heads and ſhoulders, nods and hp 
Intruſt it under ſolemn vows _ 

Of mum, and ſilence, and the roſe, 

To be retail'd again in whiſpers, | 

For th eaſy credulous to diſperſe. 
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Thus far the ſtateſman when a ſhout, 
Heard at a diſtance, put him out; 
And ſtrait another, all aghaſt, a 
Ruſh d in with equal fear and haſte, 
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Each bonfire is a We ple 8 
In which they roaſt, and ſcorch, and broil, 1520 
And ev'ry repreſentative | 

| Have vow'd to roaſt—and broil alive: 
And *tis a miracle we are not 
Already facrific'd incarnate ; 

For while we wrangle here, and jar, 13625 
We re grilly'd all at Temple-bar ; 
Some, on the ſign-poſt of an alehouſe, 
Hang in effigy, on the gallows, 75 
Made up of rags to perſonate 


Reſpective officers of ſtate; 1530 
That, henceforth, they may ſtand reputed, 
Proſcrib'd in law, and executed, 
And, while the work is carrying on, 

Be ready liſted under Dun, 


That worthy patriot, once the bates; a 
And tinder-box of all his fellows ; 
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f 
They ve roaſted Cook already, and Pride 


Th' have pick'd from dunghills hereabouts 


He 's mounted on a hazel b 
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As well as the moſt p 

Is choſen for a fifth agen 

For ſince the ſtate has made a 
Of generals, he 's liſted in 't. 
Is paidin ſpecie, his own way 


Who, 
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Each in a tatter d taliſman, > 1533 
Like vermin in effigy ſlain. 

But, what 's more dreadful than the reſt, 

Thoſe rumps are but the tail o th' beaſt, 

Set up by popiſh engineers, 

As by the crackers. plainly appears; 1560 
For none, but Jeſuits, have a miſſion | 
To preach the faith with ammunition, 

And propagate the church with powder ; 
Their founder was a blown-up ſoldier. 

| Thoſe ſp ritual pioneers o th whore's, 1565 
That have the charge of all her ſtores ; 

Since firſt they fail'd in their deſigns, 

To take in heav'n by ſpringing mines, 

And, with unanſwerable barrels 

Of gunpowder, difpute their quarrels, 1570 
Now take a courſe more practicable, 


By laying trains to fire the rabble, 
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And blow us up, in th' open ſtreets, 
Diſguis'd in rumps, like Sambenites, 


More like to ruin and confound, :- e 


Than all their doctrines underground. 
Nor have they choſen rumps amiſs, 
For ſymbols of ſtate-myſteries 
Tho' ſome ſuppoſe, twas but to ſhew 
How much they ſcorn'd the ſaints, the few, 
Who, cauſe they re waſted to the ſtumps, 
Are repreſented beſt by rumps. 
But Jeſuits have deeper reaches 
In all their politic far-fetches; 
And from the Coptic prieſt, Kircherus, 1383 
Found out this myſtic way to jeer us: 
For, as the Egyptians us d by bees 
T' expreſs their antique Ptolomies, 
And by their ſtings, the ſwords they wore, 
Held forth authority and powr; 1390 
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. 5 


Becauſe theſe cabile Annen 
hear all their int'reſts in their tails; 
But when they re once impair'd i in that, 
Are baniſh'd their well· order d ſtate : 

They thought all governments Were e beſt, 1595 
By hieroglyphic rumps expreſt. 

For, as in bodies natural, 

The rump 's the fundament of all; 

So, in a commonwealth or realm, 
The government is called the helm: 16⁰⁰ 
With which, like veſſels under fail, 
They re turn d and winded by the tail. 
The tail, which birds and fiſhes ſteer, 
Their courſes with, thro' ſea and air; 
To whom the rudder of the rump is 1605. 
The ſame thing with the ſtern and compals, 
This ſhews, how perfectly the rump 


And common- wealth in nature jump. 
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*F 


For as a fly that goes to bed, 
Reſts with his tail above his head, 1610 
So, in this mongrel ſtate of ours, | 
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The rabble are the ſupreme powers, 

That hors d us on their backs, to ſhow us 

A jadiſh trick at laſt, and throw us. 
The learned rabbins of the Jews 1615 


Write, there 's a bone, which they call luez, 
TI th' rump of man, of ſuch a virtue, 


No force in nature can do hurt to; 
And therefore, at the laſt great day, 
All th' other members ſhall, they ſay, 1620 
Spring out of this, as from a ſeed 


All forts of vegetals proceed: 
From whence the learned ſons of art, 


Os facrum juſtly ſtyle that part : 


Then what can better repreſent, 1625 
Than this rump-bone, the parliament ? 


þ 
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That after Fr ral Mod ej jections, 

And as prodigious reſurrections, 

With new reverſions of nine lives, | 
Start up, and; like a cat, revives? 4690 
But now, alas l they re all expir'd, - 
And th' houſe, as well as members, fir d 
Conſum'd in kennels by the rout, 

With which they other fires put out; 
Condemn d t ungoverning diſtreſs; 1635 


And paltry private wretchedneſs; 
Worſe than the devil to privation, 


Beyond all hopes of reſtoration; 

And parted, like the body and ſoul, - N 
From all dominion and control. 1640 
We who could lately, with a look, 


Enact, eſtabliſh, or revoke, 12 
Whoſe arbitrary nods gave law, 5 


And frowns kept multitudes in awe ; 


, 
[ 
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Before the bliſter of whoſe huff. 1645 
All hats, as in a ſtorm, flew off; Fa 
Ador'd and bow'd to by the great, 


Down to the footman and valet; 


Had more bent knees than chapel mats, 
And prayers than the crowns of hats, 1630 


Shall now be ſcorn'd as wretchedly : 


For ruin 's juſt as low as high; 

Which might be ſuffer'd, were it all 

The horror that attends our fall: 

For ſome of us have ſcores more large 1635 


Than heads and quarters can diſcharge ; 


And others, who, by reſtleſs ſcraping, 


With public frauds, and private rapine, 


Have mighty heaps of wealth amaſs'd, 
Would gladly lay down all at laſt; 1660 
And, to be but undone, entail 


Their veſſels on perpetual jail, 


T 


% can n rar 


; And bleſs the devil to let 10 in e 
Of forfeit foul, on no worſe terms. 


This ſaid, a near and A ſhout © 1665 
Put all th aſſembly to the rout. 
Who now began t outrun their fear, 
As horſes do, from thoſe they bear; 
But crowded on with ſo much haſte, _ 
Until they d block'd the paſſage faſt, 1670 
And barricado'd 1 it with haunches 
Of outward 1 men, and bulks and paunches, 
That with their ſhoulders ſtrove to queeze. 
And rather fave a erippled piece | 
Of all their cruſh* d and broken members, 1675 
Than have them grilly d on the embers ; 
Still preſſing on with heavy packs 
Of one another on their backs, 


The vanguard could no longer bear 
The charges of the forlorn rear. 4680 
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Were trampled ſorely under foot; 


Wants, % 4 
a (7 U [2 
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But, borne down headlong by the rout, 


e jockey- 
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s leſſer pains are b 
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Yet nothing prov'd fo formidable, 


As th' horrid coo 


Who 


And beat a Tuſcan running horſe, 
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The Argument. 
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He plods to turn his amorous ſuit, 
T' a plea in law, and proſecute : 
Repairs to counſel, to adviſe 

And one more fair addreſs, to get her. 


* Bout managing the enterpr 
But firſt reſolves to try by letter, 
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Aud yet e can deg more dreadful ww . 

Than hags, with all their i imps and teats ; 

Make more bewitch and haunt themſelves, 
Than all their nurſeries of elves. 4 ö 10 
For fear does things ſo like a witch, * 
Tis hard £ unriddle- which i is which; 


x Sets b up communities of ſenſes, 


To chop and change intelligences; 

As Roſicrucian A = Bit 
Can ſee with ears, and hear with nals bk 

And when they neither ſee nor hear, 


Have more than both ſfupply'd by fear, 
That makes them in the dark ſee viſions, 
And hag themſelves with apparitions, 20 
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And when their eyes diſcover leaſt, 
Diſcern the ſubtleſt objects beſt; 


Do things not contrary alone, 


— 


4 - —- 
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To th' courſe of nature, but 3 its own, 


A neee ak 


The courage of the braveſt daunt. ls 5 
And turn poltroons as valiant: | 
For men as reſolute appear 
With too much, as too little fear; 
And, when they 're out of hopes of flying, 
Will run away from death, by * 30 
Or turn again to ſtand it out, | 
And thoſe they fled, like lions, rout. 

This Hudibras had prov'd too true, 
Who, by the furies, left perdue, 
And haunted with detachments, ſent 35. 
From Marſhal Legion's regiment, 13 
Was by a fiend, as counterfeit, 

Reliev d and reſcu'd with a cheat, 

When nothing but himſelf, and fear, 
Was both the imps and conurer; 40 
As by the rules o th' virtuoll, | 
It follows! in due form of poeſie. ; 


n 
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: 


Diſguis d in all the maſks of night, 
We left our champion on his flight, 
And blind man's buff, to grope his _ 73-10 
In equal fear of night and day; ; r 
Who taok his dark and deſp' rate courſe, 
He knew no better than his horſe; | 
And by an unknown devil led, 

He knew as little whither, fled; 

He never was in greater need, 

Nor leſs capacity of ſpeed ; 
| Diſabled, both in man and beaſt, 

To fly and run away, his beſt ; 
To keep the enemy, and fear, 


50 


55 
From equal falling on his rear. 
And though, with kicks and bangs he Ply a, 
The further and the nearer ſide ; 

As ſeamen ride with all their force, 


And tug as if they row'd the horſe, 600 
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And when the hackney fails more ſwift, 
Believe they lag, or run adrift ; 

So, tho he poſted e' er ſo faſt, 

His fear was greater than his haſte: 
For fear, though fleeter than the wind, 63 
Believes tis always left behind. —@ 


But when the morn. began t' appear, 
And ſhift t another ſcene his fear, 
He found his new officious ſhade, 


That came fo timely to his aid, 70 

And fore d him from the foe t eſcape, 

Had turn'd itſelf to Ralpho's ſhape, 

So like in perſon, garb, and pitch, 

"Twas hard t' interpret which was which. 

For Ralpho had no ſooner told 75 
The Lady all he had t' unfold, 

But ſhe convey'd him out of ſight, 


To entertain th' approaching knight; 


: 


And while he gave himſelf diverſion, 
Be accommodate his beaſt and perſon, | 


And put his beard into a poſture 
At beſt advantage to accoſt her, 
She order'd th' anti- maſquerade. 
For his reception aforeſaid: 


For when the ceremony was Sh | 


The hghts put out, the turies gone, 
And Hudibras, among the reſt, 


Convey' d away, as Ralpho gueſs'd, 


The wretched caitiff, all alone, 


As he believ'd, began to moan, 


And tell his ſtory to himſelf, 
The Knight miſtook him for an elf; 
And did ſo ſtill, till he began 


To ſcruple at Ralph's outward man, 


And thought, becauſe they oft agreed 


I' appear in one another's ſtead, 


596 CANTO III. rar in. 


80 


al 


95 


PART III. 0 A NT O III. 597 


And act the faint's and devil's part, ; 
With undiſtinguiſhable art, Fa * 

, They might have done ſo now, perhaps, 

And put on one another's ſhapes; 100 
And therefore, to reſolve the doubt, 

He ſtar'd upon him, and cry'd out, 

What art ? my Squire, or that bold ſprite 

That took his place and ſhape to night! 

Some buſy independent pug, - 105 


Retainer to his ſynagogue ? 

Alas! quoth he, I'm none of thoſe 

Your boſom friends, as you ſuppoſe, 

But Ralph himſelf, your truſty Squire, 
Who as dragg'd your donſhip out o' th* mire, 


And from th' enchantments of a widow, 


Who'ad turn d you int” a beaſt, have freed you; 
And, tho' a priſoner of war, 


Have brought you ſafe, where now you are ; 


: 
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Which you wou'd gratefully repay, 
Your conſtant preſbyterian way. 


115 


That s ſtranger, quoth the knight, and ſtranger, 


Who gave thee notice of my danger; 
Quoth he, th' infernal conjurer 
Purſu'd, and took me priſoner ; 
And. knowing you were hereabout, 
Brought me along to find you out. 


Where I, in hugger-mugger hid, 
Have noted all they faid or did: 


And, tho' they lay to him the pageant, 


I did not ſee him nor his agent ; 


Who play'd their forceries out of fight, 


I' avoid a fiercer ſecond fight. 

But didſt thou ſee no devils then? 
Not one, quoth he, but carnal men, 
A little worſe than fiends in hell, 
And that ſhe-devil Jezebel, 


120 


123 


130 
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That laugh'd and tee-he'd with deriſion 
To ſee them take your depoſition. 

What then, quoth Hudibras, was he 13 
That play'd the dev] to examine me? 
A rallying weaver in the town, : 
That did it in a parſon's gown, 
Whom all the pariſh take for gifted, 
But, for my part, I ne'er believ'd it: 140 
In which you told them all your feats, 
Your conſcientious frauds and cheats: 
Deny d your whipping, and confeſs d 
The naked truth of all the reſt, 
More plainly than the rev rend writer 145 
That to our churches veild his miter ; 
All which they took in black and white, 
And cudgell'd me to underwrite. 
What made thee, when they all were gone, 


And none but thou and I alone, 150 
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* Io act the devil, and forbear, 
Io rid me of my helliſh fear? 
Quoth he, I knew your conſtant rate, 
And frame of {p'rit too obſtinate, 
To be by me prevail'd upon, 18158 
With any motives of my own 1 > THILS. 
And therefore ſtrove to counterfeit 
The dev'l awhile, to nick your wit ; 
The devil that is your conſtant crony, 
That only can prevail upon ye; 55 
Elſe we might ſtill have been diſputing, 
And they with weighty drubs confuting. 
The Knight, who now began to find 
They d left the enemy behind, 
And ſaw no farther harm remain, 165 
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But feeble wearineſs and pain, 
Perceiv d, by loſing of their way, 
They 'ad gain d th' advantage of the day, 
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And, by . of the road, St, [i 
They had, by chance, their rear made RY 170 = Il 
He ventur'd to diſmiſs his fear, ; | 4 
That partings wont to rant and tear, = 1 "n 
And give the deſp'rateſt attack ” = 
To danger ſtill behind its back Rar t7 | 
For having paus'd to recollect, 175 1 . = 
And on his paſt ſucceſs reflect, 1 ji 


T' examine and conſider why, 


And whence, and how, he came to ly, i 


And when no devil had appear d, 7 
What elſe it could be ſaid he fear d. 180 
It put him in ſo fierce a rage, 
He once refolv'd to re-engage ; Pc” : = 
Toſs d, like a football, back again | 
With ſhame, and vengeance, and diſdain. 


Quoth he, it was thy cowardice 185 
That made me from this leaguer riſe, | 
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: 


And when I'd half hd the place, | 1 8 l 
Jo quit it infamouſly baſe,” LID 
Was better cover'd by the new 
Arrivd detachment, than I knew ; " 24466 
To ſlight my new acqueſts, and run, | 
Victoriouſly, from battles won; 
And, reck ning all I gain'd or loſt, 
To ſell them cheaper than they coſt: 
Jo make me put myſelf to flight, 
And, conqu ring, run away by night; 
© To drag me out, which th' haughty foe 
Durſt never have preſum'd to do: 
To mount me in the dark, by force, 
Upon the bare ridge of my horſe, 
Expos d in querpo to their rage, 
Without my arms and equipage; 
Leſt, if they ventur d to purſue, 8 
I might th' une qual fight renew; + 


195 


200 


AT . CANTO III. 603 


And, to preſerve thy outward man, 205 
Aſſum'd my place, and led the van. 
All this, quoth Ralph, I did, tis true, 

Not to preſerve myſelf, but you: 

' You, who were damn'd to baſer drubs 


Than wretches feel in pow'dring tubs, 110 


To mount two-wheel'd caroches, worſe 

Than managing a wooden horſe ; 
Dragg'd out thro' ſtraiter holes by th' ears, 
Eras'd, or coop d for perjurers ; 

Who, tho' th' attempt had prov'd in vain, 215 
Had had no reaſon to compl ain; 

But, ſince it proſper d, tis unhandſome 

To blame the hand that paid your ranſom, 
And reſcu'd your obnoxious bones 

From unavoidable battoons. — 220 
The enemy was reinforc'd, 


And we diſabled and unhors'd, 
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Diſarm d, unqualify'd for fight, 

And no way left but haſty flight, 

Which, tho' as deſp rate in th attempt, 223 
Has giv'n you freedom to condemn t. | 
But were our bones in fit condition 

To reinforce the expedition, 

Tis now unſeaſonable and vain, 


To think of falling on again: 430 


No. martial project to ſurpriſe 

Can ever be attempted twice ; 

Nor caſt deſign ſerve afterwards, 
As gameſters tear their loſing cards. 


Beſide, our bangs of man and beaſt 235. 


Are fit for nothing now but reſt, 
And for a while will not be able 
'To rally, and prove ſerviceable : 
And therefore I, with reaſon, choſe 
This ſtratagem t amuſe our foes 240 


PART III. CANTO III. 


To make an hon'rable retreat, 
And wave a total ſure defeat: 

For thoſe that fly may fight again, 
Which he can never do that 's ſlain. 
Hetice timely running 's no mean part 
Of conduct, in the martial art, 


By which ſome glorious feats achieve, 


As citizens by breaking thrive, 
And cannons conquer armies, while 
They ſeem to draw off and recoil ; 


Is held the gallant'ſt courſe, and braveſt, 


J0o great exploits, as well as ſafeſt ; 


That ſpares th' expenſe of time and pains, 


And dang rous beating out of brains; 
And in the end, prevails as certain 
As thoſe that never truſt to fortune; 
But make their fear do execution 
Beyond the ſtouteſt reſolution; 
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As earthquakes kill without a blow, 
' + And, only trembling, overthrow. 260 
If th' ancients crown'd their braveſt men 
That only fav'd a citizen, 
What victory cou'd cer be won, 


If ev'ry one would fave but one? 
Or fight endanger'd to be loſt, = 
Where all reſolve to ſave the moſt ? 
By this means, when a battle 's won, 
The war's as far from being done ; 
For thoſe that ſave themſelves, and fly, 
Go halves, at leaſt, i th victory; 430 
And ſometime, when the loſs is ſmall, 
And danger great, they challenge all; 
Print new additions to their feats, 
And emendations in gazettes; 
And when, for furious haſte to run, 275 


They durſt not ſtay to fire à gun, 


PART I CANTO III, 


Have done t with bonefires, and at home 
Made ſquibs and crackers overcome; 

To ſet the rabble on a flame, 

And keep their governors from blame, 
Diſperſe the news the pulpit tells 
Confirm'd with fire- works and wth bells 
And tho reduc'd to that extreme, 

They have been forc'd to ſing Te Deum; 
Yet, with religious blaſphemy, 
By flattering heav'n with a lie ; 

And, for their beating, giving thanks, 


They've rais'd recruits, and fill'd their ranks ; 


For thoſe who run from th' enemy, 
Engage them equally to fly; 
And when the fight becomes a chaſe, 
Thoſe win the day that win the race ; 
And that which would not paſs in fights, 
Has done the feat with eaſy flights ; 
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Recover'd many a deſp rate campaign 4595 
With Bourdeaux, Burgundy, and Champaign; 
Reſtor'd the fainting high and mighty, 

With brandy-wine, and aquavitz ; ; 
And made them ſtoutly overcome 
With bacrack, / hoccamore, and mum; 300 
With th' uncontroll'd decrees of fate bs 
To victory neceſſitate ; rnd] 

With which, altho' they run or burn 

They unavoidably return ; 2 
Or elſe their ſultan populaces ws 
Still ſtrangle all their routed baſſas. 

Quoth Hudibras, I underſtand 

What fights thou mean'ſt at ſea and land, 

And who thoſe were that run away, 
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And yet gave out th had won the day; 310 
Although the rabble ſouc'd them for t. 
O erhead and cars, in mud and dirt. 
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'Tis true our modern way of war 


Is grown more politic by far, 

But not ſo reſolute and bold, 

Nor ty'd to honour, as the old. 

For now they laugh at giving battle, 
Unleſs it be to herds of cattle ; 

Or fighting convoys of proviſion, 
The whole deſign o th expedition, 


And not with downright blows to rout 


The enemy, but eat them out : 

As fighting, in all beaſts of prey. 

And eating, are perform 'd one way, 
To give defiance to their teeth, 

And fight their ſtubborn guts to death, 
And thoſe achieve the high'ſt renown, 
That bring the other ſtomachs down. 


bog 
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325 


There 's now no fear of wounds nor maimung, 


All dangers are reduc'd to famine, 


330 
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And feats of arms to plot, deſign, 
Surpriſe, and ſtratagem, and mine; 

But have no need nor uſe of courage, 
Unleſs it be for glory or forage: 
For if they fight tis but by chance, 335 
When one ſide vent ring to advance. 
And come uncivilly too near, 
Are charg'd unmercifully' i' th rear, 
And fore d, with terrible reſiſtance, 
To keep hereafter at a diſtance, 


340 
To pick out ground t' encamp upon, od 
Where ſtore of largeſt rivers run, 

That ſerve, inſtead of peaceful barriers, 

To part th' engagements of their warriors ; 

Where both from ſide to ſide may ſkip, 


And only encounter at bo-peep : | 


For men are found the ſtouter-hearted, | 


Ihe certainer they re to be parted, 


Ar m. CAN TO m. Gr 


And therefore poſt themſelves in bogs, 

As th ancient mice attack d the frogs, 450 
And made their mortal enemy, 
The water- rat, their ſtrict _— 

For 'tis not now who 's ſtout and bold ? 

But who bears hunger beſt, and cold ? _ 
And he's approv'd the moſt deſerving, bs 0 1 


Who longeſt can hold out at ſtarving ; | 
And he that routs moſt pigs and cows, | 
The formidableſt man of proweſs. 5 ll 
So th' emperor Caligula, 
That triumph'd o'er the Britiſh ſea, 360 
Took crabs and oyſters priſoners, = 
And lobſters, ſtead of cuiraſſiers. 1 
Engag'd his legions in fierce buſtles, 5 

With periwinkles, prawns, and muſcles, 1 

And led his troops with furious gallops, 363 
| To charge whole regiments. of ſcallops ; 
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Not like their ancient way of war, 
To wait on his triumphal ca; 
But when he went to dine or ſup, 
More bravely ate his captives u. 370 
And left all war, by his example, | 

Reduc'd to vict ling of a camp well. Fi” 
7 Quoth Ralph, by all that you have ſaid, 
And twice as much that 1 cou'd add, 
"Tis plain you cannot now do worſe 375 
Than take this out-of-faſhion'd courſe; 
To hope, by ſtratagem, to woo her, 
Or waging battle to ſubdue her ; 


'Tho' ſome have done it in romances, 


And bang'd them into am'rous fancies ; 380 
As thoſe who won the Amazons, 

By wanton drubbing of their bones; 

And ſtout Rinaldo gain'd his bride 

By courting of her back and ſide. 
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But ſince thoſe times and feats are over, 4385 
They are not for a modern lover, 
When miſtreſſes are too croſs- grain d. 

By ſuch addreſſes to be gain d; 

And if they were, would have it out 1 
With many another kind of bout. 390 
Therefore I hold no courſe s infeaſible, 
As this of force, to win the Jezebel, 8 
To ſtorm her heart by th' antic charms 
Of ladies errant, force of arms; 

But rather ſtrive by law to win her, 395 
And try the title you have in her. 
Your caſe is clear, you have her word, 
And me to witneſs the accord ; 
Beſides two more of her retinue 

To teſtify what paſs'd between you ; 400 
More probable, and like to hold, 8 
Than hand, or ſeal, or breaking gold, 
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For which ſo many that renounc'd 
Their plighted contracts have been trounc 4, 
And bills upon record been found, ou 
| That forc'd the ladies to e e 
And that, unleſs I miſs the matter, 
1s all the bus'neſs you look after. 
Beſides, encounters at the bar 
Are braver now than thoſe in war, 5 410 
In which the law does execution, 
With leſs diſorder and confuſion : 
Has more of honour in't, ſome hold, 
Not like the new way, but the old, 
When thoſe the pen had drawn together, 
Decided quarrels with the feather, 
And winged arrows kill'd as dead, 
And more than bullets now of lead: 
So all their combats now, a8 then, 
Are manag d chiefly by the pen; 
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That does the feat, with braver vigours, 
In words at length, as well as figures; 
Is judge of all the world performs 
In voluntary feats of arms, 
And whatſoeer's atchiev'd in fight, 42 
Determines which is wrong or right; 
For whether you prevail, or loſe, 
All muſt be try'd there in the cloſe ; 
And therefore 'tis not wiſe to ſhun 
What you mutt truſt to ere ye ve done. 430 
The law that ſettles all you do, 
And marries where you did but WOO ; 
That makes the moſt perfidious lover, 
A lady, that's as falſe, recover; 
And if it judge upon your fide, 435 
Will ſoon extend her tor your bride, 
And put her perſon, goods, or lands, 
Or which you like beſt, int your hands. 


616 CANTO m. rar 
For law's the wiſdom of all ages, 71 
And manag d by the ableſt ſages, 440 
Who, tho their bus'neſs at the bar | b 88 


Be but a kind of civil war, 
In which th' engage with fiercer dudgeons 


Than cer the Grecians did, and Trojans ; * 
They never manage the conteſt 448 
I' impair the public intereſt, 1 

Or by their controverſies leſſen 
The dignity of their profeſſion: 

Not like us brethren, who divide 

Our commonwealth, the cauſe, and fide; 4 50 

And tho we re all as near of kindred 

As th outward man 1s to the inward, 

We agree in nothing, but to wrangle 
About the ſlighteſt fingle-fangle, 

While lawyers have more ſober ſenſe, 455 

Than t argue at their own expenſe, 


PART 111. CANTO III. 617 


To make their beſt advantages 

Of others quarrels, like the Swiſs ; 

And out of foreign controverſies, Fs 
By aiding both ſides, fill their purſes; 460 


But have no int'reſt in the cauſe 


For which th' engage, and wage the laws. = 
Nor further proſpect than their pay, _ - | 
Whether they loſe or win the day. _ . =, 
And tho' th abounded in all ages, 465 ll 
With ſundry learned clerks and ſages ; N * 
Tho all their bus neſs be diſpute, 


With which they canvaſs ev'ry ſuit, 


They ve no diſputes about their art, 

Nor in polemics controvert; „„ 
While all profeſſions elſe are found 
With nothing but diſputes t abound : 
Divines of all forts, and phyſicians, 
Philoſophers, mathematicians : _ 
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The Galeniſt and Paracelſian, 475 
Condemn the way each other deals in; 
Anatomiſts diſſect and mangle. 

To cut themſelves out work to wrangle ; 
Aſtrologers diſpute their dreams, 


That in their ſleeps they talk of ſchemes; 480 
And heralds ſtickle who got who, - | 


So many hundred years ago. 
But lawyers are too wiſe a nation 
T' expoſe their trade to diſputation, 
Or make the buſy rabble judges 4385 
Of all their ſecret piques and grudges 
In which, whoever wins the day, 
The whole profeſſion 's ſure to pay. 

Beſide, no mountebanks, nor cheats, 
Dare undertake to do their feats, 490 
When in all other ſciences : 

They ſwarm like inſects, and increaſe. 
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For what bigot durſt ever draw, 
By inward light, a deed in law? 
Or could hold forth by revelation, 405 
An anſwer to a declaration ? 

For thoſe that meddle with their tools, 
Will cut their fingers, if they re fools : 
And if you follow their advice, 


In bills, and anſwers, and replies, as 


They Il write a love-letter in chancery, 
Shall bring her upon oath to anſwer ye, 
; And ſoon reduce her to b' your wife, 


Or make her weary of her life. 


To edify by Ralpho's gifts, 


But in appearance cry'd him down, 
To make them better ſeem his own, 


All plagiaries' conſtarit courſe 


Of ſinking, when'they take a purſe, 510 


The Knight, who us'd with tricks and tis | 
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\ 


7 


Reſolv d to follow his advice, 
But kept it from him by diſguiſe; 
And, after ſtubborn contradiction, 1 
To counterfeit his own conviction, 


And, by. tranſition, fall upon 
The reſolution as his own. 

Quoth he, this gambol thou adviſeſt | 
Is, of all others, the unwiſeſt; 
For, if I.think by law to gain her, 
There's nothing ſillier, nor vainer. 


Tis but to hazard my pretence, 


Where nothing s certain but th expenſe ; : 


To act againſt myſelf, and traverſe _ 
My ſuit and title to her favours ; 

And if ſhe ſhould, which heav'n forbid, 
O'erthrow me, as the fiddler did, 
What after-courſe have I take, | 

Gainſt loſing all I have at ſtake? 


515 


320 
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He that with injury is griev'd, 
And goes to law to be reliev'd, 530 
Is ſillier than a fottiſh chouſe, 

Who, when a thief has robb'd his houſe, 
Applies himſelf to cunning men, 

To help him to his goods agen; 

When all he can expect to gain, — muG 
Is but to ſquander more in vain : 

And yet I have no other way, 

But is as difficult to play: 


For to reduce her by main force, 


Is now in vain ; by fair means, worſe ; 540 


But worſt of all to give her over, 
Till ſhe's as deſp'rate to recover: 
For bad games are thrown up too ſoon, 


Until they re never to be won; 


But ſince I have no other OY ” 545 


But is as bad t attempt, or worſe, 
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He that complite againſt his will, 

Is. of his own opinion ſtill, 
Which he may adhere to, yet diſown, 
For reaſons to himſelf beſt. known ; 


550 
But tis not to b avoided now, | 
For Sidrophel reſolves to ſue ; 
Whom I muſt anſwer, or begin, 
Inevitably, firſt with him; 
For I 've receiv'd advertiſement, 1 555 


By times enough, of his intent 

And knowing he that firſt complains 
Th' advantage of the bus'neſs gains 3 
For courts of juſtice underſtand | 
The plaintiff to be eldeſt hand; 360 
Who what he pleaſes may aver, 
The other nothing till he ſwear ; 
Is freely admitted to all grace, 
And lawful favour, by his place; 
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And, for his bringing cuſtom in, 5s 
Has all advantages to win: . = 

I, who reſolve to overſee 

No lucky opportunity, 

Will go to counſel, to adviſe 

Which way t encounter, or ſurpriſe, 570 
And after long conſideration, 8 
Have found out one to fit th' occaſion, 
Moſt apt for what I have to do, 
As counſellor, and juſtice too. 


And truly ſo, no doubt, he was, 575 

A lawyer fit for ſuch a caſe. . 
An old dull ſot, who told the clock, 

For many years at Bridewell-dock, 

At Weſtminſter, and Hicks's-hall, 

And hiccius doctius play'd in all; 3580 

Where, in all governments and times, 

He ad been both friend and foe to crimes, 


NA 


For being ſober at ill hours: 
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And us'd two equal ways of gaining, 


By hind' ring juſtice, or maintaining, 


To many a whore gave privilege, 385 


And whipp'd, for want of quatterage ; 


Cart-loads of bawds to priſon ſent, - 


For b'ing behind a fortnight's rent ; 


And many a truſty pimp and crony 


To Puddle-dock, for want of money: 590 
Engag d the conſtables to ſeize : 
All thoſe that wou'd not break the peace; 


Nor give him back his own foul words, „ 


Tho ſometimes commoners, or lords, 


And kept em priſoners of courſe, 595 


That in the morning he dt "YE 


Or bind 'em over for his fee. 


Made monſters fine, and puppet-plays, 3 
For leave to practiſe in their Ways; boa 
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Farm'd out all cheats, and went a ſhare 

With th headborough and ſcavenger ; 

And made the dirt i th ſtreets compound, 
For taking up the public ground ; 
The kennel, and the king's high way 605 


For being unmoleſted, pay : 

Let out the ſtocks and whipping-poſt, 
And cage, to thoſe that gave him moſt; 
Impos'd a tax on bakers' ears, | 


And for falſe weights on chandelers; 6G 


Made victuallers and vintners fine, 85 
For arbitrary ale and wine: SR | | 
But was a kind and conſtant friend 

To all that regularly offend i 
As reſidentiary bawds, 6135 
And brokers that receive tol' n goods ; 
That cheat in lawful myſteries, TER, „„ 
And pay church duties, and his fees; 
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But was implacable and auker'd, 
To all that interlop'd and hawker'd. 


To this brave man the knight repairs . 


For counſel in his law affairs, 


And found him mounted in his pew, 


Like neſt- eggs to make clients lay, 
And for his falſe opinion pay : | 5 
To whom the knight, with comely grace, 
Put off his hat to put his caſe ; 

Which he as proudly entertain d, 
As th' other courteouſly fſtrain'd ; 
And, to aſſure him 'twas not that 
He look'd for, bid him put on s hat. 
Quoth he, there is one Sidrophel 
Whom have cudgell'd Very well 


And now he brags to have beaten me 


Better and better ſtill, quoth he 


With books and money plac'd for ſhew, 
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And vows to ſtick me to the wall, 
Where'er he meets me—Beſt of all. 
*T1s true the knave has taken 's oath 


That I robb'd him Well done, in troth. 0 


When he as confeſs' d he ſtole my cloak, 
And pick'd my fob, and what he took; 
Which was the cauſe that made me bang him, 
And take my goods again—Marry, hang him. 


Now, whether I ſhould before hand, 64; 


Swear he robb'd me ?—I underſtand. 

Or bring my action of converſion 

And trover for my goods — Ah, whoreſon. 
Or, if 'tis better to endite, 

And bring him to his trial Right. 0 
Prevent what he deſigns to do, 

And ſwear for th' ſtate againſt him? — True. 
Or whether he that is defendant, 

In this caſe, has the better end ont; 
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Who, putting in a new croſs-bill. 655 
May traverſe th action : Better ſtill. 
Then there 's a lady too Aye, marry. 


That's eaſily prov'd acceſſary ; * 
A widow, who by ſolemn vows, 0 
Contracted to me for my ſpouſe, 261/51: 3:0 
Cofmbin'd with him tobreak her word, 
And has abetted all—Good lord ! 
Suborn' d th aforeſaid Sidrophel 
To tamper with the dev'l of hell, 
Who put m' into a horrid fear, 66; 
Fear of my life—Make that appear. 
M ade an aſſault with fiends and men 
Upon my body Good agen. 
And kept me in a deadly fright, 
And falſe impriſonment, all night. - 670 
Mean while they robb'd me, and my horſe, 
And ſtole my ſaddle—Worlſe and worſe. 


PART III. 0A N A. 6m 


And made me mount upon the bare ridge, 

T avoid a wretcheder miſcarriage. = _. 
Sir, quoth the lawyer, not. to flatter ye, 675 

You have as good and fair a battery 

As heart can wiſh, and need not ſhame 

The proudeſt man alive to claim: 


For if th have us'd you as you ſay, : 
Marry, quoth I, God give you joy; 680 
I wou'd it were my caſe, I'd give 


More than 1 II ay, or you Il believe: 


I wou'd fo trounce her, and her purſe, 
I'd make her kneel for better or worſe ; 
For matrimony, and hanging here, 685 
Both go by deſtiny ſo clear, 

That you as ſure may pick and chooſe, 
As croſs I win, and pile you loſe : 
And if I durſt, I wou'd advance 


As much in ready maintenance, 690 


630 1 5 CANTO HII. rar im. 


As upon any caſe I've known; 

But we that practiſe dare not own: 
The law ſeverely contrabands 
Our taking bus'neſs off men's hands; 
'Tis common barratry, that bears 695 
Point-blank an action gainſt our ears, RE) 
And crops them till there 1s not leather, 

To ſtick a pen in left of either; 


For which ſome do the ſummer-ſault, 


And o'er the bar, like tumblers, vault : 700 


But you may ſwear at any rate, 
Things not in nature, for the ſtate; 
For in all courts of juſtice here 


A witneſs 1s not ſaid to ſwear, 


But make oath, that is, in plain terms, 503 


To torge whatever he affirms. 


I thank you, quoth the knight, for that, 
Becauſe 'tis to my purpoſe * 
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ARI 1II. CANTO III. 631 
For juſtice, tho ſhe 's painted blind, 

Is to the weaker fide inclin'd, 
Like charity ; elſe right and wrong 
Cou'd never hold it out fo long, 

And, like blind fortune, with a ſleight, 
Conveys men's intereſt and right, 
From Stiles's pocket into Nokes , 

As eaſily as Hocus Pocus; 

Plays faſt and looſe, makes men obnoxious ; 
And clear again, like hiccius doctius. 

Then, whether you would take her life, 

Or but recover her for your wife, 720 
Or be content with what ſhe has, 

And let all other matters pals, 

The bus'neſs to the law's alone, 


The proof 1s all it looks upon ; 


And you can want no witneſſes, 


710 


715 


725 
To ſwear to any thing you pleaſe, 


632 CANTO m. ar ur 


That hardly get their mere expenſes 

By th' labour of their conſciences, 

Or letting out to hire their ears 

To affidavit cuſtomers, 0 FR 730 

At inconſiderable values, 

To ſerve for jurymen or tales, 

Altho' retain d in th hardeſt matters 

Of truſtees and adminiſtrators. 1 
For that, quoth he, let me alone 735 

We ve ſtore of ſuch, and all our . 


Bred up and tutor'd by our teachers, 
Th' ableſt of all conſcience- ſtretchers. 


That's well, quoth he, but I ſhould gueſs, 
By weighing all advantages 740 
Your ſureſt way is firſt to pitch 

On Bongey for a water-witch : 

And when y' have hang'd the conjurer, 

have time enough to deal with her. 


PART III. CANTO III. | 63 3 


In th int'rim ſpare for no trepans, 45 

To draw her neck into the bans; 

Ply her with love: letters and billets, 

And bait em well for quirks and quillets, 

With trains t inveigle, and ſurpriſe 
Her heedleſs anſwers and replies; 730 
And if ſhe miſs the mouſe-trap lines, 

They ll ſerve for other by-deſigns ; 

And make an artiſt underſtand, 

To copy out her ſeal, or hand; 

Or find void places in the paper, eee 

To ſteal in ſomething to entrap herr 

Till, with her worldly goods and body, 
Spite of her heart ſhe has endow'd ye: 

Retain all ſorts of witneſſes, 5 
That ply i th Temple, under trees; 160. 
Or walk the round, with knights o' th' pots, 
About the croſs-legg'd knights, their hoſts; 


ä — 
* — 1 
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Or wait for cuſtomers: between 
The pillar-rows in Lincoln's-Inn; 


Where vouchers; forgers, common bail, 5765 


And affidavit- men ne er fail 
T expoſe to ſale all forts. of oaths, 


According to their ears and clothes, 
Their only neceſſary tools: 2: © 


Beſides the goſpel, and their ſoul 550 
And when ye re furniſh'd with all * 4 


I ſhall be ready at your ſervice. 


I would not give, quoth Hudibras, 
A ſtraw to underſtand a caſe, | 
Without the admirable {kill STE e 


To wind and manage it at wall ; 
To veer, and tack, and ſteer a cauſe, 


_ 3 of laws; - 


* S 2 7 


As n as noſes upon ese 966 
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HUDIBRAS To Kis LADY. 


I no was once as great as Czfar, 
Am now reduc'd to Nebuchadnezzar ; 
And from as fam'd a conqueror, 
As ever took degree in war, 
Or did his exerciſe in battle, 1 
By you turn d out to graze with cattle. 
For ſince I am deny'd acceſs 
_ To all my earthly happineſs, 
Am fall'n from the paradiſe 
Of your good graces, and fair eyes; . 
Loſt to the world, and you, Im ſent 
To everlaſting baniſhment, 


HUDIBRAS TO HIS LADY. 637 


Where all the hopes I had t' have won 
Your heart, b'ing daſh'd, will break my own. 
"To EV you were not ſo ſevere _ I5 


To paſs your doom before you hear, 


You'd find, upon my juſt defence, 
How much y have wrong'd my innocence. 


That once I made a vow to you, 


Which yet is unperform'd tis true; 20 


But not becauſe it is unpaid 

Tis violated, though delay d. 

Or if it were, it is no fault 

So heinous, as you Id have it thought; 
To undergo the loſs of ears, 3 
Like vulgar hackney perjurers : | 
For there 's a difference in the caſe, 
Between the noble and the baſe ; 

Who always are obſerv'd to 've done 't 
Upon as diff rent an account; 
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638 HUDIBRAS TO HIS: LADY. 


The one for great and weighty cauſe, 
To falve, in honour, ugly flaws ; 


For none are like to do it ſooner, 


Than thoſe who 're niceſt of their honour : 


The other, for baſe gain and pay, 
Forſwear and perjure by the day, 5 
And make th' expoſing and retailing 
Their ſouls, and conſciences, a calling. 
It is no ſcandal nor aſperſion, 

Upon a great and noble perſon, 

To fay he natrally abhorr d 
Th' old faſhion d trick to keep his word, 
Tho 'tis perfidiouſneſs and ſhame, 
In meaner men, to do the ſame : : 

For to be able to forget, 

Is found more uſeful to the great 
Than gout, or deafneſs, or bad eyes, 
To make em paſs for wond'rous wile. 


35 


40 


45 


HUDIBRAS TO HIS LADY. 


But tho' the law, on perjurers, 
Inflicts the forfeiture of ears, 

It is not juſt, that does exempt 

The guilty, and puniſh the innocent ; 


To make the ears repair the wrong 


Committed by th' ungovern'd tongue ; 


And when one member is forſworn, 
Another to be cropp d or torn. 

And if you ſhou'd, as you deſign, | 

By courſe of law, recover mine, 

Yourre like, if you conſider right, 

To gain but little honour by tt. 

For he that for his lady's ſake 

Lays down his life, or limbs, at ſtake, 


Does not ſo much deſerve her favour, 


As he that Pawns his ſoul to have her. 8 
This y' have acknowledg dT have done, 


Altho you now diſdain to own : 


50 
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640 HUDIBRAS TO HIS LADY. 


8 ® 


But ſentence what you rather ought. 
T' eſteem good ſervice than a fault. 
Beſides, oaths are not bound to bear 
That literal ſenſe the words infer, 
But, by the practice of the age, 
Are to be judg'd how far th engage; 


And where the ſenſe by cuſtom 's checkt, 


Are found void, and of none effect; 

For no man takes or keeps a vow, 
But quſt as he ſees others do : 

Nor are they oblig d to be fo brittle, 

As not to yield and boy a little: 

For as beſt temper'd blades are found, 
Before they break, to bend quite round ; 
So trueſt oaths are ſtill moſt tough, 
And, tho' they | bow, are breaking proof. 


4 Then wherefore ſhould they not b allow q 


In love a greater latitude ?_ 


9 


"hp 
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For as the law of arms approves 
All ways to conqueſt, fo ſhou'd love's ; 
And not be ty'd to true or falſe, 
But make that juſteſt that prevails : 
For how can that which is above 
All empire, high and mighty love, 
Submit its great prerogative, 


To any other pow'r alive? 


Shall love, that to no crown gives place, 


Become the ſubject of a caſe ? 

The fundamental law 'of nature, 

Be over-rul'd by thoſe made after? 
Commit the cenſure of its cauſe 
To any, but its own great laws ? 
Love, that's the world's preſervative, 
That keeps all fouls of things alive; 
Controls the mighty pow'r of fate, 
And gives mankind a longer date; 


VOLT ad 
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The life of nature that reſtores 

As faſt as time and death devours; 
To whoſe free gift the world does owe 
Not only earth, but heaven too : 

For love's the only trade that 's driv'n, 
The intereſt of ſtate in heaven, 

Which nothing but the ſoul of man 

Is capable to entertain. 

For what can earth produce, but love, 
To repreſent the joys above“? 

Or who but lovers can converſe, 

Like angels by the eye-diſcourſe ? 
Addreſs, and compliment by viſion, 
Make love, and court by intuition ? 
And burn in am'rous flames as fierce, 
As thoſe celeſtial miniſters? _ 

Then how can any thing offend, 

In order to fo great an.end? 


I05 
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Or heavn itſelf a fin reſent, 


That for its own ſupply was meant? 


That merits, in a kind miſtake, 

A pardon for th' offence's ſake ? 
Or if it be not, but the cauſe. 
Were left to th injury of laws, 
What tyranny can diſapprove, 
There ſhould be equity in love ? 
For laws, that are inanimate, 

And feel no ſenſe of love or hate, 
That have no paſſion of their own, 
Nor pity to be wrought upon, 
Are only proper to inflict 
Revenge, on criminals as ſtrict. 
But to have power to forgive, 

Is empire and prerogative ; 

And 'tis in crowns a nobler gem 
To grant a pardon, than condemn. 
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644 HUDIBRAS TO HIS LADY. 


Then, ſince ſo few do what they ought, 


Tis great t indulge a well-meant fault; 
For why ſhould he who made addreſs, 
All humble ways, without ſuccels ; 
And met with nothing in return 

But inſolence, affronts and ſcorn ; 

Not {ſtrive by wit to countermine, 
And bravely carry his deſign ? 


He who was us'd ſo unlike a ſoldier, 


Blown up with philters of love- powder; 
And after letting blood, and purging, 

, Condemn'd to voluntary ſcourging; 
Alarm'd with many a horrid fright, 
And claw'd by goblins in the night ; 
Inſulted on, revil'd and jeer'd, 

With rude invaſion of his beard ; 


And when your ſex was foully ſcandal'd, 


As toully by the rabble handled ; 


140 


145 


150 


155 
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Attack'd by deſpicable foes, 
And drubb'd with mean and vulgar blows ; 
And, after all, to be debarr'd: 
So much as ſtanding on his guard; 160 
When horſes being ſpurr'd and prick d. 
Have leave to kick for being kick d? 

Or why ſhould you, whoſe mother-wits. 
Are furniſh'd with all perquiſites; 
That with your breeding teeth begin, 165 
And nurſing babies that lie in ; wp 
B' allow'd to put all tricks upon 
Our cully ſex, and we ufe none ? 
We, who have nothing but frail vows 
Againſt your ſtratagems t' oppole; 170 
Or oaths, more feeble than your own, 
By which we are no leſs put down? 
You wound, like Parthians, while you fly, 


And kill with a retreating eye; 
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" Retire the more, the more we preſs, 155 
To draw us into ambuſhes : 


As pirates all falſe colours wear, 


T intrap th' unwary mariner ; 


So women, to ſurpriſe us, ſpread 

The borrow'd flags of white and red; 180 
Diſplay em thicker on their cheeks, 

Than their old grand-mothers, the Picts; 
And raiſe more devils with their looks, 

Than conjurers' leſs ſubtle books : 


; Lay trains of amorous intrigues, 185 
In tow'rs, and curls, and periwigs, . 

was greater art and cunning rear'd, 

Than Philip Nye's thankſgiving beard ; 
Prepoſt'rouſſy t entice and gain, ; 
Thoſe to adore 'em they diſdain : Wo” 


And only draw em in to clog, 


— 


With idle names, a catalogue. 
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A lover is, the more he's brave, 
T” his miſtreſs but the more a ſlave ; 
And whatſoever ſhe commands, 
Becomes a favour from her hands, 
Which he's obliged t' obey, and muſt, 
Whether it be unjuſt or juſt. 5 
Then when he 1s compell d by her 
E. adventures he wou d elſe forbear, 
Who, with his honour, can withſtand, 


Since force is greater than command ? 


And when neceſſity's obey'd, 
Nothing can be unjuſt or bad : 

And therefore, when the mighty powrs 
Of love, our great ally, and yours. 
Join'd forces not to be withſtood 
By frail enamour'd fleſh and blood, 

All J have done, unjuſt or ill, 


3 obedience to your will, 
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And all the blame that can be due 


Falls to your cruelty, and you. 


Nor are thoſe ſcandals I confeſt, 
Againſt my will and intereſt, 


More than is daily done, of courſe, n 


By all men, when they re under force: 


Whence ſome, upon the rack, confeſs 


What th' hangman and their prompters pleaſe; 


But are no ſooner out of pain, 


Than they deny 1t all again. ** ad 


But when the devil turns confeſlor, 
Truth is a crime, he takes no pleaſure 
To hear or pardon, like the founder 
Of lars, whom they all claim under : 
And therefore when I told him none, 225 
I think it was the wiſer done. 


Nor am I without precedent, 


The firſt that on th' adventure went; 


2 
: 
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All mankind ever did of courſe, 

And daily does the ſame, or worſe. 

For what romance can ſhew a lover, 

That had a lady to recover, 

And did not ſteer a nearer courſe, 

To fall aboard in his amours ? 

And what at firſt was held a crime, 

Has turn'd to hon'rable in time. 
To what a height did infant Rome 

By raviſhing of women, come ? 

When men upon their ſpouſes ſeiz'd, 

And freely marry'd where they pleas' d, 

They ne'er forſwore themſelves, nor ly'd, 

Nor, in the mind they were in, dyd; 

Nor took the pains t addreſs and ſue, 

Nor play'd the maſquerade to woo : 

Diſdain'd to ſtay for friends' conſents, 

Nor juggled about ſettlements ; 
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Did need no licence, nor no pneſt, 1 "A 
Nor friends, nor Kkindred, to aſſiſt, 
Nor lawyers, to join land and money 73 
In the holy ſtate of matrimonyy  _ 250 
Before they ſettled hands: * [M 1 
Till alimony or death departs; 1 
Nor wou'd endure to ſtay, until £ 
'Th' had got the very bride's del. 
But took a wiſe and ſhorter courſe N es 55 
To win the ladies—downright force; 
- And juſtly made em priſoners. then, 
Z As they hay E, often ſince, us men, N 

With acting plays, and daneing Jigs, +3 
The luckieſt of all love's intrigues; 260 
And when they had them at their n 5 
They talk d of love and flames at leiſure ; 
For after matrimony 's over, RY 
He that holds out but half a lover, 
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Deſerves, for evry minute, more 2065 
Than half a year of love before; 

For which the dames, in contemplation 

Of that beſt way of application, 

Prov'd nobler wives than e 'er were known, 

By ſuit, or treaty, to be won ; 270 
And ſuch as all poſterity 
Cou d never equal, nor come nigh. 

For women firſt were made for men, 

Not men for them. Alt follows, . 

That men have right to every one, 275 
And they no freedom of their own; 

And therefore men have pow'r to chuſe, 

But they no charter to refuſe. 

Hence tis apparent that what courſe 

Soe' er we take to your amours, 490 
Tho by the indirecteſt Way, 
'Tis no injuſtice nor foul play ; 
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And that you ought to take chat courſe kt 

As we take you, for better or dort, ang 
And gratefully ſubmit to thoſe. 

Who you, before another, choſe. 

For why ſhou'd ev'ry ſavage beaſt _ 


Exceed his great lord's intereſt ? 
Have freer pow'r than he, i mage: 
And nature, o'er the creature has? 290 


Becauſe the laws he ſince has made 

Have cut off all the pow'r he had; 

+ Retrench'd the abſolute dominion 
That nature gave him over women ; 


When all his power will not extend 295 
One law of nature to ſuſpend ; 
And but to offer to repeal 

The ſmalleſt clauſe, is to repel. 

This, if men rightly underſtood Haſh. 
Their privilege, they wou'd make good, goo 
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And not, like ſots, permit their wives 
T' encroach on their prerogatives, 

For which ſin they deſerve to be 

Kept, as they are, in ſlavery: PERL 
And this ſome precious gifted teachers, 40: 
VDnrev'rently reputed Leachers, 
And diſobey'd in making love, 

Have vow'd to all the world to prove, 

And make ye ſuffer as you ought, 

For that uncharitable fault: F 3110 
But I forget myſelf, and rove 
Beyond th' inſtructions of my love. 
Forgive me, fair, and only blame 
Th' extravagancy of my flame, 
Since tis too much at once to ſhow | 315 
Exceſs of love and temper too; 
All I have ſaid that's bad and true, 


Was never meant to aim at you, 
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Who have ſo ſowr reign a control 


O'er that poor ſlave of your's, my ſoul, 


That, rather than to forfeit vou, 
Has ventur'd loſs of heav'n too; 
Both with an equal pow poſſeſt, 
To render all that ſerve you bleſt; 


But none like him, who's deſtin d either 


To have or loſe you both together; i 
And if you ll but this fault releaſe, 
For ſo it muſt be, ſince you pleaſe, 
Tl pay down all that vow, and more, 


Which you commanded, and I ſwore, 


And expiate, upon my ſkin, 

TH arrears in full of all my fin : 
For 'tis but juſt that I ſhould pay 
Ih accruing penance for delay, . 
Which ſhall be done, until it move 
Your equal pity and your love. 
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The knight, e this epiſtle, 
Beliey d he'ad brought her to his whiſtle; 
And read it, like a jocund lover, 55 
With great applauſe, t himſelf; twice over; 340 
Subſcrib d his name, but at a fit 
And humble diſtance, to his wit: i 
And dated it with wondrous art, 


Giv⸗ n from the bottom of his heart: 


Then ſeal d it with his coat of love, a 

A ſmoking faggot—and above 

Upon a ſeroll—1 burn, and weep— 

And near it—for her ladyſhip, 

Of all her ſex moſt excellent, 

| Theſe to her gentle hands preſent. 350 

Then gave it to his faithful ſquire, 5 

With leſſons how t obſerve, and eye her. 
She firſt conſider'd which was better, 

To ſend it back, or burn the letter : 
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THE ” 
LADYs ANSWER 
TO THE 


. 


Tnar you 're a beaſt and turn'd to graſs, 
Is no ſtrange news, nor ever was; 


At leaſt to me, who once, you know, 


Did from the pound replevin you, 


When both your ſword and ſpurs were won 5 


In combat, by an Amazon; 
That ſword that did, like fate, determine 
Th' inevitable death of vermine, 
And never felt its furious blows, 
But cut the throats of pigs and cows, 10 
By Trulla was, in ſingle fight, 3 
Diſarm'd and wreſted from its knight, 


658 THE LADY'S ANSWER. 


| Your heels degraded of your FRY 
And in the ſtocks cloſe priſoners : : 


Where ſtill they ad lain, in baſe reſtraint, 


If I, in pity of your complaint, 

Had not, on hon'rable conditions, 
Releaſt em from the worſt of a 
And whit return that favour met, 

You cannot, tho'you d, forget; 
When being free, you ſtrove t evade, | 
The oaths you had in priſon made : 
Forſwore yourſelf, and firſt deny'd it, 
But after own'd, and/juſtify'd it: 
And when' Y had falſely broke one vow, 
Abſolv'd yourſelf. by breaking two. 
For while you ſneakingly ſubmit, 

And beg for pardon at our feet; 
Diſcourag'd by your guilty fears, 


76 hope for quarter, for your ear 8 
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And doubting 'twas in vain to ſue, 
You claim ys boldly as your due, 
Declare that treachery and farce, 
To deal with us, is th' only courſe ; 
We have no title nor pretence 35 
To body, ſoul, or conſcience, 
But ought to fall to that man's ſhare 
That claims us for his proper ware : 18 
Theſe are the motives which, ee, 1 [| : 
Or fright us into love, you ule ; 1 


A pretty new way of gallanting, 
Between ſoliciting and ranting; 
Like ſturdy beggars, that intreat 

For charity at once, and threat. 
But ſince you undertake to prove 

Your own propriety in love, 

As if we were but lawful prize 


In war, between two enemies, 
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„ 14 


Or forfeitures which ev ry lover, 
That would but ſue for, might recover, 


It is not hard to underſtand 


The myſt ry of this bold demand, 

That cannot at our perſons aim, 

But ſomething capable of claim. | 
T is not thoſe paltry counterfeit, 


French ſtones, which in our eyes you let, 


But our right diamonds, that inſpire 
And ſet your am'rous hearts on fire ; 
Nor can thoſe falſe St. Martin's beads 
Which on our lips you lay for reds, 


And make us wear like Indian dames, 


Add fuel to your ſcorching flames, 
But thoſe two rubies of the rock, 
Which in our cabinets we lock. 

'Tis not thoſe orient pearls, our teeth, | 
That you are {0 tranſported with, 
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But thoſe we wear about our necks, 
Produce thoſe amorous effects. 
Nor is 't thoſe threads of gold, our hair, 
The periwigs-you make us wear ; 

But thoſe bright guineas in our cheſts, 
That light the wildfire in your breaſts. 
Theſe love-tricks I've been vers'd in fo, 
That all their ſly intrigues I know, 

And can unriddle, by their tones, 
Their myſtic cabals, and jargones ; 

Can tell what paſſions, by their ſounds, 
Pine for the beauties of my grounds ; 
What raptures fond and amorous, 

O' th' charms and graces of my houſe ; 
What ecſtacy and ſcorching flame, 
Burns for my money in my name; 
What, from th' unnatural deſire 

To beaſts ed cattle, takes its fire; 
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What tender figh, and trickling tear, 85 

Longs for a thouſand pounds K 
And languiſhing tranſports are fond 

Of ſtatute, mortgage, bill, and bond. 


Iheſe are th attracts which moſt men fall 
Enamour d, at firſt ſight, withal ; 


90 
To theſe they addreſs with ſerenades, 
And court with balls and maſquerades; 
And yet, for all the yearning pain 
Ye've ſuffer d for their loves in vain, 
I fear they Il prove ſo nice and coy, 9 


To have, and t hold, and to enjoy; 

That all your oaths and labour loſt, 

They I ne'er turn ladies of the poſt. 

This is not meant to diſapprove 
Your judgment, in your choice of love, 100 
Which is ſo wiſe, the greateſt part 

Of mankind ſtudy 't as an art; 


You 
5 
& 
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For love ſhou'd. like a deodand, 

Still fall to th' owner of the land; 

And where there's ſubſtance for its ground, 
Cannot but be more firm and ſound, 

Than that which has the _— Salts 

Of airy virtue, wit, and graces : 

Which is of ſuch thin ſubtilty, 

It ſteals and creeps in at the eye, 110 
And, as it can't endure to ſtay, 
Steals out again, as nice a way. 

But love, that its extraction owns 
From ſolid gold and precious ſtones, 
Muſt, like its ſhining parents, prove 113 
As ſolid, and as glorious love. 

Hence tis you have no way t expreſs 
Our charms and graces but by theſe; 
For what are lips, and eyes, and teeth, 
Which beauty invades, and conquers with, 120 
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But rubies, pearls, and diamonds, 
With which a philter love commands? 
This is the way all parents prove 
In managing their children's love, 
That force em t intermarry and wed, 
As if th' were burying of the dead; 
Caſt earth to earth, as in the grave, 
To join in wedlock all they have, 


And, when the ſettlement's in force, 


Take all the reſt for better or worſe ; 
For money has a pow'r above 

The ſtars, and fate, to manage love, 
Whoſe arrows, learned poets hold, 
That never miſs, are tipp d with gold. 


And tho ſome ſay the parents claims 


To make love in their children's names, 
Who, many times, at once provide 


The nurſe, the huſband, and the bride, 
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Feel darts and charms, attracts and flames, 
And woo, and contract in their names, 440 
And as they chriſten, uſe to marry 'em, 
And, like their goſſips, anſwer for em 

Is not to give in matrimony, . 

But ſell and proſtitute for money, 

Tis better than their own betrothing, 145 
Who often do t for worſe than nothing; 
And when they re at their own diſpoſe, 


With greater diſadvantage chuſe. 
All this is right; but, for the courſe 
You take to do t, by fraud or force, 180 
»Tis fo ridiculous, as ſoon = 
As told, 'tis never to be done, 

No more than ſetters can betray, 
That tell what tricks they are to play. 
Marriage, at beſt, is but a vow, 165 
Which all men either break, or bow; 
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Then what will thoſe forbear to do, 

Who perjure when they do but woo ? 

Such as beforehand ſwear and lie, : 

For earneſt to their treachery, 1460 


And, rather than a crime confeſs, 


With greater ſtrive to make it leſs : 


Like thieves, who, after ſentence paſt, 


Maintain their inn'cence to the laſt ; 
And when their crimes were made appear, 16; 
As plain as witneſſes can ſwear, 


Yet when the wretches come to die, | 

Will take upon. their death a lie. 

Nor are the virtues you confeſs'd 

T' your ghoſtly father, as you gueſs'd, 170 

So {light as to be juſtify'd, 

By being as ſhamefully deny'd ; 

As if you thought your word would paſs, 
Point-blank on both ſides of a caſe; 
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1 credit were not to be loſt 
B' a brave knight- errant of the poſt, 

That eats perfidiouſly his word, 

And ſwears his ears thro' a two-inch board : 

Can own the ſame thing, and diſown, 

And perjure booty pro and con * 

Can make the goſpel ſerve his turn, | 

And help him out to be forſworn ; 

When tis laid hands upon, and kiſt, 

To be betray'd and fold, like Chriſt. 


Theſe are the virtues in whoſe name 185 


175 


A right to all the world you claim, 

And boldly challenge a dominion, 

In grace and nature, o'er all women; 

Of whom no leſs will ſatisfy, 
Than all the ſex, your tyranny : 190 
Altho' you'll find it a hard province, 
With all your crafty frauds and covins, 
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To govern ſuch a num'rous crew, 
Who, one by one, now. govern you ; 
For if you all were Solomons, 

And wile and great as he was once, 
 Youlll find they re able to ſubdue, 
As they did him, and baffle you, 
And if you are impos d upon, 
"Tis by our own temptation done: 
That with your Ignorance invite, 
And teach us how to uſe the ſleight. 
For when we find ye re ſtill more taken 


With falſe attracts of our own making. 


Swear that's a roſe, and that's a ſtone, 
Like ſots, to us that laid it on, 


And what we did but ſlightly prime, . 


Moſt ignorantly daub in rhyme; 


You force us, in our own defences, 


To copy beams and influences ; 
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To lay perfections on the graces, 
To draw attracts upon our faces; 
And, in compliance to your wit, 


Your own falſe Jewels counterfeit : 


For, by the practice of thoſe arts, 15 215 


We gain a greater ſhare of hearts; 
And thoſe deſerve in reaſon moſt, 
That greateſt pains and ſtudy coſt; 


For great perfections are, like heav'n, 


Too rich a preſent to be givn: + ond 


Nor are thoſe maſter-ſtrokes of beauty 

To be perform'd without hard duty, 
Which, when they 're —_ Gone, and well, 
The ſimple natural excel. 


How fair and ſweet the ale roſe, 225 


Beyond the wild in hedges grows ! 
For, without art, the nobleſt ſeeds 


Of flowers degenerate into weeds : ; 
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How dull and rugged, ere tis ground. 
And poliſh'd, looks a diamond? 220 
Tho' paradiſe were e' er ſo fair, 
It was not kept ſo without care. 
The whole world, without art and dreſs, 
Wou'd be but one great wilderneſs; 

And mankind but a ſavage herd, 235 
For all that nature has conferrd : 
This does. but rough-hew and deſign, 
Leaves art to poliſh and refine. 
. Tho' women firſt were made tor men, 
Yet men were made for them agen : 240 
For when, outwitted by his wife, 
Man firſt turn'd tenant but for lite, 
If women had not interven'd, 
How ſoon had mankind had an wy 
And that it is in being yet, 


245 
To us alone you are in debt. 
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Then where 's your liberty of choice, 
And our unnatural no-voice ? 


Since all the privilege you boaſt, '1 

| | 8 | = 7 i | 
And falſely' uſurp'd, or vainly loſt, oo | 
Is now our right, to whoſe creation = 


You owe your happy reſtoration. 


And if we had not weighty cauſe 

To not appear in making laws, 

We cou'd, in ſpite of all your tricks, 255 
And ſhallow formal politicxs, 

Force you our managements t obey, 

As we to yours, in ſhew, give way. 


Hence tis, that while you vainly ſtrive 
T' advance your high prerogative, 2860 


| You baſely, after all your braves, 
Submit and own yourſelves our ſlaves; 
And cauſe we do not make it known, 


Nor publicly our int'reſts own, 
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Like ſots, ſuppoſe we have no ſhares 
In ord'ring you, and your affairs, 


When all your empire, and command 
You have from us, at ſecond-hand ; 
As if a pilot that appears 

To ſit ſtill only, while he ſteers, 

And does not make a noiſe and ſtir, 
Like evry common mariner, 

Knew nothing of the chart, nor ſtar, 
And did not guide the man of war : 
Nor we, becauſe we don't appear 

In councils, do not govern there; 
While, like the mighty Preſter John, 
Whoſe perſon none dares look upon, 
But is preſerv'd in cloſe diſguiſe, 
From b'ing made cheap to vulgar eyes, 
W' enjoy as large a pow'r unſeen, 
To govern him, as he does men ; 


265 


275 


280 


n 


THE LADY'S ANSWER. 


And, in the right of our Pope Joan, 
Make emp'rors at our feet fall down ; 
Or Joan de Pucelle's braver name, 
Our right to arms and conduct claim; 
Who, tho a ſpinſter, yet was able 


To ſerve France for a grand conſtable. 


We make and execute all laws, 

Can judge the judges, and the cauſe; 
Preſcribe all rules of right or wrong. 
To th' long robe, and the longer tongue, 
Gainſt which the world has no defence, 
But our more powr ful eloquence. 
We manage things of greateſt weight 
In all the world's affairs of ſtate; 

Are miniſters in war and peace, 

That ſway all nations how we pleaſe. 
We rule all churches, and their flocks, 


Heretical and orthodox, 
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And are the heav'nly vehicles 

O' th' ſpirits in all conventicles : 

By us is all commerce and trade 

Improv'd, and manag'd, and decay'd : 

For nothing can go off ſo well, 305 
Nor bears that price, as what we ſell. 


We rule in ev'ry public meeting, 
And make men do what we judge fitting ; 
Are magiſtrates in all great towns, 
Where men do nothing but wear gowns. 310 
We make the man of war ſtrike fail, 
And to our braver conduct veil, 

And, when he as chas'd his enemies, 

Submit to us upon his knees. | | 

Is there an officer of ſtate, e 1 315 
Untimely rais'd, or magiſtrate, 
That 's haughty and imperious ? 

He's but a journeyman to us, 
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That, as he gives us cauſe to do t, 


Can keep him in, or turn him out. 320 


We are your guardians, that increaſe, 

Or waſte your fortunes how we pleaſe ; 

And, as you humour us, can deal 

In all your matters, ill or well. 

Tis we that can diſpoſe alone, 325 


Whether your heirs ſhall be your own ; 

To whoſe integrity you muſt, 

In ſpite of all your caution, "RY 

And, leſs you fly beyond the ſeas, 

Can fit you with what heirs we pleaſe; 4330 

And force you t own them, tho begotten _ 

By French valets, or Iriſh footmen. 

Nor can the rigorouſeſt courſe 

Prevail, unleſs to make us worle ; 

Who, ſtill the harſher we are us'd, 335 
Are further off from b'ing reduc'd ; 
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And ſcorn t abate, for any ills, 

The leaſt punctilio of our wills. 

Force does but whet our wits t apply | 
Arts, born with us, for remedy, | 5 340 


Which all your politics, as yet, 


Have ne er been able to defeat: 
For, when ye ve try'd all forts of ways, 


What fools do we make of you in plays ? 


While all the favours we afford, 345 i 
Are but to girt you with the ſword, 


To fight our battles in our ſteads, 


And have your brains beat out o your heads; 
Encounter, in deſpite of nature, 


And fight, at once, with fire and water, 330 


With pirates, rocks, and ſtorms, and ſeas, 


Our pride and vanity t' appeaſe; 


Kill one another, and cut throats, 


For our good graces, and beſt thoughts; 
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Io do your exerciſe for honour, 


677 


355 


And have your brains beat out the ſooner; 


Or crack ' d, as learnedly, upon 
Things that are never to be known: 
And ſtill appear the more induſtrious, 


The more your projects are prepoſt rous, 


To ſquare the circle of the arts, 


And run ſtark mad to ſhew your parts; 


Expound the oracle of laws, 


And turn them which way we ſee cauſe ; 


Be our ſolicitors, and agents, 

And ſtand for us in all engagements. 
And theſe are all the mighty pow'rs, 

You vainly boaſt to cry down ours ; 
And what in real value's wanting, 
Supply with vapouring and ranting : 

| Becauſe yourſelves are terrify'd, 

And ſtoop to one another's pride-: 
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- Believe we have as little wit 


| | Io be out-hector'd, and ſubmit : 


| By your example, loſe that right : > 21-008 
In treaties, which we gain'd in fight: 
And territy'd into an awe, 
Paſs on ourſelves a falique law ; | 
Or, as ſome nations uſe, give place, 
And truckle to your mighty race: 380 
Let men uſurp th' unjuſt dominion, > 
| As if they were the better women. 382 
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